‘-■•efc'  . - ■ " ■ 

v'At‘  ' ■ 

, /^7 

, ■;  .;:• 

■■’  If^-i 

CON  T E N T S . 


FIRST  SERIES. 


Divine  Autuoiuty,  or  the  question,  Was  Joseph  Smith  sent  of  God? 
Kingdom  of  God — Part  I 


^/Ditto 

t.-'Ditto 


II. 


„ HI.  . 

, I Ditto  „ IV. 

Kemavkable  Visions  ...  . 

New  Jerusalem,  or  the  Fulfilment  of  Modern  Prophecy 
SECOND  SCRIES. 

DIVINE  AUTHENTICITY  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON— 

Introduction  

To  E^ect  more  Revelation  is  not  Unseriptural  ... 

To  Expect  more  Revelation  is  not  Unreasonable 
Moue  Revelation  is  Indispensably  Necessary 
First,  For  the  Calling  of  Officers  in  the  Church  ... 

Se'iORdly,  To  Point  out  the  Duties  of  the  Officers  of  the  Church  . 
Th^S^,  To  Comfort,  Reprove,  and  Teacli  the  Church 
Fourthly,  To  Unfold  to  the  Church  the  Future 

The  Bible  alone  an  Insufficient  Guide  

Evidences  of  the  Bodlc  of  Mormon  and  Bible  Compared 

The  Book  of  Mormon  confirmed  by  Miracles  

Prophetic  Evidence  in  Favour  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 


22 

...  25 
2!) 
...  83 
, 40 

■•...  65 
. • 81 


TIURD  SERIES. 

REPLY  to  a Pamphlet  printed  at  Glasgow  with  the  Approbation  of  Cla-gynien  of  dif- 
ferent Denominaliom”  entitled  “ Remarks  on  Mormonism.” 

ABSURDITIES  OF  IMMATERIALISM,  or  a Reply  to  the  Rev.  T.  W.  P.  Tayldor's 
Pampldet,  entitled  “ The  Materialism  of  the  Mormons,  or  Lattar-day  Saints,  Examined 
and  Exposed.” 


IV. 


CONTENTS. 


GREA.T  FIRST  CAUSE,  or  the  Self-Moving  Forces  of  the  Universe. 

ELDER  GIBSON’S  DISCUSSION. 

The  questions  discussed  — 

1.  — "What  is  God?  Is  he  an  Immaterial  Being,  possessing  neither  Passions  nor  any 
Properties  of  Matter  ? 

2.  — The  Godhead.  . Are  the  Father  and  Son  two  distinct  and  separate  Persons,  as 
much  so  as  any  father  and  son  are  on  Earth  ? 

8. — The  true  nature  of  the  Signs  promised  to  follow  Faith. — (Mark  xvi.  17, 18.)  Are 
the  terms  there  used,  such  as  tongues,  devils,  serpents,  &c.,  to  be  understood  in  the 
literal  sense  ? 

ELDER  TAYLOR’S  DISCUSSION. 

The  subject  discussed — 

1.  — The  late  Joseph  Smitli.  His  Public  and  pretended  Religious  Career. 

2.  — The  Book  of  Mormon.  Is  it  a Revelation  from  God  ? 

3.  — Are  the  Ministers  of  that  people  sent  of  God  by  direct  appointment  ? 

4.  — The  Validity  of  the  Faith  and  Calling  of  Mr.  Taylor^  Opponents. 

Pac-Simile  of  Plates  with  Engraved  Characters  taken  out  of  an  Ancient  Mound  in  Illinois, 

in  1843. 


UPB 


[No.  2. 

THE  KINGDOM  OP  GOD. 


PAKT  I. 

BY  ORSON  PRATT, 

ONE  OF  THE  TWELVE  APOSTLES  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

The  kingdom  of  God  is  an  ordei-  of  government  established  by  divine  authority. 
It  is  the  only  legal  govemment  that  can  exist  in  any  ^art  of  the  universe.  All  other 
governments  are  illegal  and  unauthorized.  God,  having  made  all  beings  and  worlds, 
has  the  supreme  right  to  govern  them  by  his  own  laws,  and  by  officers  of  his  own 
appointment.  Any  people  attempting  to  govern  themselves  by  laws  of  their  own 
making,  and  bv  officers  of  their  own  appointment,  ai-e  in  direct  rebellion  against  the 
kingdom  of  God.  The  antediluvians  were  overthrown  by  a flood,  because  they  re- 
jected the.  government  of  the  Almighty,  and  instituted  their  own  goveniments  in  its 
stead.  Noah  and  his  family  were  the  only  loyal  and  obedient  subjects  to  the  legal 
jKiwer : they  alone  were  saved.  The  universal  desolation  and  utter  abolishment  of  all 
the  unauthorized  man-ntade  governments  of  the  old  w'orld,  should  have  been  an 
everlasting  warning  to  all  future  generations  to  avoid  the  same  rebellion,  and  to 
establish  no  governments  on  the  earth  of  human  origin.  But,  alas?  the  pos- 
ta-ity  of  Noali  soon  revolted  from  the  only  legal,  rightful  power,  and  set  up  for 
themselves  foi-ms  of  governments  of  their  own  inventions.  The  rebellion  soon  became 
so  general,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  except  Melchizedek,  Abraham,  Lot, 
and  a verv  few  others,  engaged  themselves  in  it,  supporting  and  upholding  kings  and 
other  officers  in  their  usurped  authority,  and  suffering  themselves  to  be  govemed  by 
human  laws,  instead  of  revealed  laws  from  God.  From  that  time  until  the  present, 
empires,  kingdoms,  principalites,  republics,  and  numerous  other  connipt,  illegal,  unau- 
thorized powers,  have  multiplied  themselves  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  At 
various  times,  during  the  last  fom*  thousand  years,  God  has  asserted  his  rights,  and 
endeavoured  to  estaWish  his  own  authority,  his  own  laws,  and  his  own  government 
among  the  children  of  men.  But  so  great  was  the  opposition  manifested  by  those 
illegal,  rebellious  powers,  that  his  govemment  while  on  eai’th  was  exceedingly  limited 
in  number’s.  The  vast  majority  of  mankind  made  war  against  it — overcame,  killed, 
and  destroyed  its  officers  and  loyal  subjects,  until  not  a vestige  of  it  was  left  remain- 
ing on  the  earth.  For  seventeen  hundred  years  the  nations  upon  the  eastern  hemis- 
phere have  been  enthely  destitute  of  the  “ kingdom  of  Qod,” — entirely  destitute  of 
a true  and  legal  govemment — entirely  destitute  of  officers  legally  authorized  to  rule 
and  govern.  All  the  emperors,  kings,  princes,  presidents,  lords,  nobles,  and  rulers, 
during  that  long  night  of  darkness,  have  acted  without  authority.  Not  one  of  them 
was  called  or  anointed  a king  or  prince  by  the  God  of  heaven — not  one  of  them  re- 
ceived his  office  or  appointment  by  him — not  one  of  them  has  received  revelations  or 
laws  from  him — not  one  of  them  has  received  any  communication  whatsoever  from 
the  rightful  sovei’eign,  the  Great  King.  Their  authority  is  all  assumed — it  originated 
in  man.  Their  laws  are  not  from  the  Great  Lawgiver,  but  the  production  of  their 
own  false  governments.  Their  very  foundations  were  laid  in  rebellion,  and  the  whole 
superstmcture,  from  first  to  last,  is  a heterogeneous  mass  of  discordant  elements,  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  is  the  only  tme  government  which 
should  be  recognized  on  earth  or  in  heaven. 

The  kingdom  of  God  is  a theocracy.  And  as  it  is  the  only  form  of  government 
which  vrill  redeem  and  save  mankind,  it  is  necessaiy  that  every  soul  should  be  rightly 
and  thoroughly  instructed  in  regard  to  its  nature  and  generd  characteristics.  The 
beauty,  glory,  power,  wisdom,  and  order  of  the  kingdom  of  God  may  be  more  fully 
understood  by  a careful  examination  of  the  following  subjects. 


2 


THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD. 


First. — The  nature  and  character  of  the  King. 

Second. — The  character  and  requisite  qualifcations  of  the  siibordinate  oficers. 

Thii'd. — The  nature  and  character  of  the  laws  of  adoption,  or  ike  invariable 
rule  by  which  aliens  are  admitted  into  the  kingdom  as  citizens. 

Fourth.  — 'The  nature  and  character  of  the  laws  given  for  the  government  of  all 
adopted  citizens. 

Fifth. — The  character,  disposition,  and  qualifications  necessary  for  every  citizen 
■to  possess. 

Sixth. — The  rights,  privileges,  and  blessings  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  in  this  life. 

Seventh. — The  rights,  privileges,  and  blessings  promised  to  the  faithful,  obedient 
subjects  m a future  life. 

Deal-  readei’,  your  future  well-being  in  all  time  to  come,  depends  upon  your  rightly 
understanding  these  seven  subjects.  Read,  therefore,  with  serious  attention,  and  your 
mind  shall  be  opened  to  see  things  that  you  never  saw  before ; things  too  of  infinite 
importance,  without  which  you  can  in  no  tvisebe  saved.  Let  us  begin  by  examining — 

First.  — The  nature  and  character  of  the  King.  God  is  the  King.  In  him  exists 
all  legal  authority.  He  alone  has  the  right  of  originating  a system  of  government  on 
the  earth.  He  claims  this  right  by  virtue  of  his  having  made  man  and  the  eai’th  he 
inhabits.  Man,  therefore,  is  indebted  to  God  for  his  own  formation  and  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  planet  on  which  he  dwells.  He  also  claims  the  right  of  establishing  his 
government  among  men,  by  virtue  of  his  superior  wisdom  and  power.  If  God  had 
sufficient  wisdom  and  power  to  construct  such  a beautiful  world  as  tl)is,  with  all  the 
infinite  varieties  of  vegetables  and  animals  appended  to  it ; if  he  could  form  such  an 
intricate  and  complicated  piece  of  machinery'  as  the  human  tabernacle  as  a dwelling- 
place  for  the  human  spirit,  then  we  must  admit  that  his  wisdom  and  power  are  im- 
measurably greater  than  that  of  man,  and  hence  he  is  qualified  to  reign  as  king.  An 
order  of  government,  established  by  such  an  all- wise,  powerful  being,  must  be  good 
and  perfect,  and  must  be  calculated  to  promote  the  permanent  peace,  happiness,  and 
well-being  of  all  his  subjects.  The  great  King  is  a very  amiable  being,  full  of  bene- 
volence and  goodness,  and  never  turns  any  person  away  empty,  that  comes  re- 
questing a favor  which  he  sees  would  be  for  his  benefit. 

The  King  occasionally  visited  his  subjects  in  ancient  times,  and  once  tanded  with 
them  for  several  years;  hut  he  received  such  cruel  abuse  from  many  of  the  people 
that  he  left  them,  and  went  to  some  other  part  of  his  dominions.  Where  the  King 
is  gone  the  people  cannot  tell.  They  have  not  heard  one  word  from  him  for  upwards 
-of  seventeen  hundred  years.  He  has  been  absent  so  long,  that  some  of  the  people 
have  doubted  even  his  existence.  They  have  argued  that  if  he  did  exist,  that  some 
one  would  very  likely  have  heai-d  something  from  him  in  the  course  of  so  many  cen- 
turies. Many  millions  however  have  some  idea  that  he  exists,  and  are  constantly  send- 
ing all  kinds  of  petitions  to  him;  but  for  some  reason  he  sends  no  word  back.  No 
messengers  are  dispatched  to  the  petitioners  to  give  them  any  counsel  upon  any  sub- 
ject. It  has  become  a very  popular  thing  to  send  daily  petitions  to  the  King,  and  to 
appropriate  one  day  out  of  seven  for  the  especial  purpose  of  sending  in  their  petitions. 
The  same  petitions  are  frequently  sent  a great  number  of  times.  It  is  very  unpopular 
however  for  any  one  to  expect  the  King  to  make  any  reply  to  any  petition  sent  in. 
Any  one  pretending  to  have  received  a reply  would  be  counted  a base  impostor ; for, 
say  they,  the  King  has  spoken  to  no  one  for  the  last  seventeen  hundred  years ; no  one 
h^  h^rd  from  him  since  he  conversed  with  his  servant  John  on  the  isle  of  Patmos. 
The  King  conversed  very  freely  with  his  subjects  in  the  early  and  middle  ages ; and 
some  think  it  very  strange  that  he  has  been  silent  so  long.  They  have  expended  mil- 
magnificent  churches  in  honour  of  his  name ; but 
jet  he  has  not  deigned  to  gi’ace  one  of  them  with  a visit,  neither  has  he  condescended 
•to  send  any  tidings  to  them  by  a messenger  or  othenvise.  He  has  not  informed  them 
whether  he  was  pleased  or  displeased  with  their  splendid  edifices.  His  profound 
silence  for  so  many  centuries  has  caused  many  to  think,  that  he  was,  for  some  reason, 
very  angry  with  the  people ; yet  they  could  not  see  why  he  should  be  angry  when  the 
people  were  doing  so  much  to  honor  him — when  they  were  expending  millions  to  hire 
leaned  men  to  preach  and  write  in  such  an  eloquent  manner  about  him. 

Reader,  can  you  tell  why  the  King  should  be  so  distant  ? Why  he  holds  no  com- 
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munication  with  any  of  the  people  ? Whv  he  has  not  sent  one  sentence  of  consok- 
tion  or  coixnsel  to  them  ? Why  he  has  suffered  some  fifteen  thousand  millions  of  the: 
human  race  to  fall  into  their  graves,  in  the  latter  ages,  without  condescending  to  speak 
one  word  to  any  of  them  ? 'i’here  must  be  some  cause  for  all  this.  There  must  be  • 
something  wTong.  The  King  never  formerly  served  his  people  in  this  manner ; and 
when  he  ■went  away,  he  left  word  that  if  any  of  his  people  lacked  wisdom  or  Icnow- 
ledge  on  any  subject,  they  should  send  in  their  petition  to  him,  and  he  would  libe- 
rally send  them  the  requisite  information. 

I will  now  tell  you  the  reason  why  the  King  has  kept  silence  so  long.  It  is  because 
he  has  had  no  subjects  to  converse  with  ; all  have  tumed  away  from  him  and  advo- 
cated other  governments  as  being  the  rightful  and  legal  authority.  They  killed  offj 
and  utterly  destroyed,  every  true  subject  of  his  kingdom,  and  left  not  a vestige  of  it 
upon  the  earth ; and,  to  add  to  their  guilt  and  wickedness,  they  have  introduced  idola- 
try in  its  worst  forms,  and  utterly  turned  away  from  the  true  and  living  God.  They 
have  introduced  a “ God  without  BOirv,  or  passions.”  They  have  had  the- 

audacity  to  call  this  newly-invented  god  by  the  same  name  as  the  God  of  the  ancient 
Saints,  although  there  is  not  the  least  resemblance  between  them.  Indeed  there  could 
be  no  resemblance  between  them  ; for  a bodiless  god,  without  “ farts  or  passions” 
could  resemble  nothing  in  heaven,  on  earth,  or  in  hell.  This  imaginaay  modern  god 
has  become  exceedingly  popular.  It  is  to  him  that  a ^’ast  number  of  churches  have 
been  erected.  It  is  not  to  the  true  and  living  God  that  they  send  forth  petitions,  but 
it  is  to  this  imaginary  being.  No  wonder  tliat  they  have  received  no  communication 
from  him  ! no  wonder  that  he  has  not  honoured  them  with  a visit.  As  he  has  na 
“ PARTS,”  he  could  neither  be  felt  nor  seen  if  he  should  visit  them'.  Such  a being 
could  not  speak,  for  he  has  no  “parts”  to  speak  with. 

There  have  been  various  species  of  idolatry  in  different  ages  of  the  world.  The 
sun,  moon,  stars,  beasts,  crocodiles,  frightful  serpents,  images  of  wood,  of  stone,  and 
of  brass,  have  been  erected  into  gods,  and  worshipped  by  innumerable  multitudes. 
But  the  system  of  idolatry,  invented  by  modern  Christianity,  far  surpasses  in  absurdity 
anything  that  we  have  ever  heard  of.  One  of  the  celebrated  worshippers  of  this 
newly-discovered  god,  in  his  “ Physical  Theory  of  another  Life,”  says,  “ A disem- 
bodied spirit,  or,  we  would  rather  say,  an  unembodied  spirit,  or  sheer  mind,  is  nowiikrk. 
Place  is  a relation  belonging  to  extension ; and  extension  is  a property  of'inatter ; but 
that  which  is  wholly  abstracted  from  matter,  and  in  speaking  of  'which  we  deny  that  it 
has  any  property  in  common  therewith,  can  in  itself  be  subject  to  none  of  its  con- 
ditions ; and  we  might  as  well  say  of  a pure  spirit  that  it  is  hard,  heavy,  or  red,  or 
that  it  is  a cubic  foot  in  dimensions,  as  say  that  it  is  here  or  there.  It  is  only  in  a po- 

gilar  and  improper  sense  that  any  such  affirmation  is  made  concerning  the  Infinite- 
pirit,  or  that  we  speak  of  God  as  everywhere  present.  God  is  in  every  place  in  a 
sense,  altogether  incomprehensible  by  finite  minds,  inasmuch  as  his  relation  to  space 
and  extension  is  peculiar  to  infinitude.  Using  the  terms  as  we  use  them  of  ourselves, 
God  is  not  here  or  there,  any  more  than  he  exists  now  and  then.”  This  species  of 
idokti^j  according  to  the  foregoing  quotations,  approaches  so  near  to  Atheism,  that 
no  one  can  tell  the  difference.  Header,  can  you  see  the  difference  ? A god  “ withoxit 
a body  !”  A god  “ without  parts  !”  A god  that  cannot  be  “ here  or  there  !”  A 
god  that  is  “ nowhere  !”  A god  that  cannot  exist  “ NO'W  and  then  !”  A god  that 
exists  in  no  time  ! A god  that  has  no  extension — no  “ parts” — no  conceivable  rek-. 
tion  to  time  or  space  ! O,  blush  for  modern  Christianity ! — a pious  name  for  Atheism  f. 
Some,  perhaps,  may  think  that  I have  not  sufficient  charity.  But  why  should  I have 
charity  for  a god  t&at  has  no  “ parts” — no  relation  to  space?  Let  him  first  have 
charity  for  himself.  But  this  "vvould  be  impossible ; for  he  is  a god  “ without  pas- 
sions.” He  can  have  no  charity  nor  love  for  himself  nor  any  one  else.  There  is  no 
danger  of  offending  him  ; for  a passionless  god  is  not  capable  of  anger.  One  of  the 
persons  of  this  imaginary  god  is  said  to  have  been  crucified.  But  this  must  be  a sad 
mistake ; for  it  would  be  impossible  to  crucify  a portion  of  something  that  had  no- 
“ parts.”  The  reason,  then,  why  the  people  have  not  received  any  word  from  the 
Great  King,  is  because  they  have  petitioned  the  ■wrong  god.  Would  you  e.xpect  her 
majesty,  the  queen  of  England,  to  answer  your  petition  if  it  were  directed  to  some 
African  piance  ? Would  you  expect  the  God  of  heaven  to  answ’er  a petition  that,  was 
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addi-essed  to  a Hindoo  god  ? Lf,  then,  your  petitions  are  addressed  to  the  bodiless, 
passionless  god  of  modern  Christianity,  you  must  not  be  surprised  if  the  tme  God  does 
not  pay  any  attention  to  them.  You  need  not  expect  that  the  true  God  will  make  any 
reply  to  petitions  offered  to  any  other  being. 

The  true  God  exists  both  in  time  and  in  space,  and  has  as  much  relation  to  them  as 
man  or  any  other  being.  He  has  extension,  and  form,  and  dimensions,  as  well  as  man. 
He  occupies  space ; has  a body,  pai’ts,  and  passions ; can  go  from  place  to  place^ean 
eat,  drink,  and  talk,  as  well  as  man.  Man  resembles  him  in  the  features  and  form  of 
his  body,  and  he  does  not  differ  materially  in  size.  When  he  has  been  seen  among 
men,  he  has  been  pronounced,  even  by  the  wicked,  as  one  of  their  own  species.  So 
much  did  he  look  like  man,  that  some  supposed  him  to  be  the  carpenter’s  son.  Like 
man,  he  had  a Father  ; and  he  was  the  “ iliQ  express  image  of  the  person  of  the  Fa- 
ther.” The  two  persons  were  as  much  alike  in  form,  in  size,  and  in  every  other 
respect  as  fathers  and  sons  are  of  the  human  race ; indeed,  the  human  race  are  “ his 
offspring,”  made  in  his  likeness  and  image,  not  after  his  moral  image,  but  after  the 
ima^e  of  his  person.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  moral  image.  Such  an  ima,ge  can- 
not "exist.  M5rality  is  a property  of  some  being  or  substance.  A property  without  a 
substance  or  being  to  which  it  appertains  is  inconceivable.  A property  can  never  have 
tigure,  shape,  or  image  of  any  kind.  Hence,  a moral  image  never  had  an  existence 
except  in  the  brains  of  modern  idolaters.  . 

The  Godhead  consists  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Father  is 
a material  being  The  substance  of  which  he  is  composed  is  wholly  material.  It  is  a 
substance  widely  different  in  some  respects  from  the  various  substances  with  which  we 
are  more  immediately  acquainted.  In  other  respects  it  is  precisely  like  all  other  ma- 
terials. The  substance  of  his  person  occupies  space  the  same  as  other  matter.  It  has 
soUdttv,  lengtli,  breadth,  and  thickness,  like  all  other  matter.  The  elementary  mate- 
r^ls.of  his  body  are  not  susceptible  of  occupying,  at  the  same  time,  the  same  identical 
space  with  other  matter.  The  substance  of  his  person,  like  other  matter,  cannot  be 
in  two  places  at  the  same  instant.  It  also  requires  time  ibr  him  to  transport  himself 
from  place  to  place.  It  matters  not  how  great  the  velocity  of  his  movements,  Ume  is 
an  essential  ingredient  to  all  motion,  whether  rapid  or  slow.  _ It  differs  from  other 
matter  in  the  superiority  of  its  powei^s,  being  intelligent,  all- wise,  and  possessing  the 
power  of  selftmotion  to  a far  greatei-  extent  than  the  coai-ser  materials  of  natm-e. 
« God  is  a spirit.”  But  that  does  not  malce  him  an  immaterial  being— a being  that 
has  no  properties  in  common  with  mattei-.  The  expression,  “ an  immaterial  being;* 
is  a contradiction  in  terms.  Immateriality  is  only  another  name  for  nothing,  It  is 
the  negative  of  all  existence.  A ^ spirit”  is  as  much  matter  as  oxygen  or  hydrogen. 
It  has  manv  properties  in  common  with  all  other  matter.  Chemists  have  discovered 
between  fifty  and  sixty  kinds  of  matter ; and  each  kind  has  some  properties  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  matter,  and  some  properties  peculiai-  to  itself  which  the  others  do 
not  inherit.  Now,  no  chemist,  in  classifying  his  substances,  would  presume  to  say— 
This  substance  is  material,  but  that  one  is  immaterial,  because  it  differs  in  some  res- 
pects from  the  first.  He  would  call  them  all  material,  though  they  in  some  respects 
differed  widelv.  So  the  substance  called  spirit  is  material,  though  it  differs  in  a 
remarlcable  degree  from  other  substances.  It  is  only  the  addition  of  another  ele- 
ment of  a more  powerful  nature  than  any  yet  discovered.  _ He  is  not  a being 
••  without  parts,”  as  modeim  idolators  teach ; for  every  whole  is  made  up  of  parte. 
The  whole  person  of  the  Father  consists  of  innumerable  pai-ts ; and  each  part  is 
so  situated  &s  to  hear  certain  relations  of  distance  to  every  other  pait.  There 
must  also  be,  to  a certain  degi-ee,  a freedom  of  motion  among  these  parts,  which  is  an 
essential  condition  to  the  movement  of  his  limbs,  without  whicli  he  could  only  move 
as  a whole.  - , t-<  -i 

All  the  foregoing  statements  in  relation  to  the  person  of  the  i ather,  are  equally 
applicable  to  the  person  of  the  Son.  _ . , , 

. The  Holy  Spirit  being  one  part  of  the  Godhead,  is  also  a material  substance,  of 
the  same  nature  and  properties  in  many  respects,  ^ the  spirits  of  the  Father  and 
Son  It  exists  in  vast  immeasurable  quantities  in  connexion  with  all  material 
worlds.  This  is  called  God  in  the  scriptures,  as  well  as  the  Father  and  Son. 
God  the  irather  and  God  the  Son  cannot  be  everywhere  present  j indeed  they  can 
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not  be  even  in  two  places  at  the  same  instant : but  God  the  Holy  Spirit  is  omni- 
present— it  extends  through  all  space,  intermingling  with  all  other  matter,  yet  no 
one  atom  of  the  Holy  Spirit  can  be  in  two  places  at  the  same  instant,  which  in  all 
cases  is  an  absolute  impossibility.  It  must  exist  in  inexhaustible  quantities,  which 
is  the  only  possible  way  for  any  substance  to  be  omnipresent.  All  the  innumerable 
phenomena  of  universal  nature  are  produced  in  their  origin  by  the  actual  presence 
of  _ this  intelligent,  all-wise,  and  all-powerful  material  substance  called  the  Holy 
Spirit.  It  is  the  most  active  matter  in  the  universe,  producing  all  its  operations  ac- 
cording to  fixed  and  definite  laws  enacted  by  itself,  in  conjunction  with  the  Father* 
iuid  Son.  What  are  called  the  laws  of  nature  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the 
fixed  method  by  which  this  spiritual  matter  operates.  Each  atom  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  intelligent,  and  like  all  other  matter  has  solidity,  form,  and  size,  and  occupies  space. 
Two  atoms  of  this  spirit  cannot  occupy  the  same  space  at  the  same  time,  neither  can 
one  atom,  as  before  stated,  occupy  two  separate  spaces  at  the  same  time.  In  all  these 
respects  it  does  not  differ  in  the  least  from  all  other  matter.  Its  distinguishing  cha- 
racteristics from  other  matter  ai*e  its  almighty  powers  and  infinite  wisdom,  and  many 
other  glorious  attributes  which  other  materials  do  not  possess.  If  several  of  the  atoms 
of  this  Spirit  should  unite  themselves  together  into  the  form  of  a person,  then  this 
person  of  the  Holy  Spirit  would  be  subject  to  the  same  necessity  as  the  other  two  per- 
sons of  the  Godhead,  that  is,  it  could  not  be  everywhere  present.  Xo  finite  number 
of  atoms  can  be  omnipresent ; an  infinite  number  of  atoms  is  requisite  to  ba 
everywhere  in  infinite  space.  Two  persons  receiving  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
do  not  each  receive  at  the  same  time  the  same  identical  particles,  tliough  they 
each  receive  a substance  exactly  similai-  in  kind.  It  would  be  as  impossible  for : 
each  to  receive  the  same  identical  atoms  at  the  same  instant,  as  it  would  be 
be  for  two  men  at  the  same  time  to  drink  the  same  identical  pint  of  water.  It  is  these 
three  all-powerful  substances  that  stand  at  the  head  of  all  legal  government.  Ail 
governments,  not  established  by  these  three,  will  he  ere  long  overthrown.  They  hold 
the  supreme  authority  and  power  in  heaven,  and  in  the  heaven  of  heavens,  and  through- 
out the  wide  expance  of  universal  nature.  All  principalities,  powers,  and  kingdoms, 
whether  in  heaven  or  on  eai'th,  must  yield  to  be  instructed  an4  controlled  by  the  su- 
preme power,  or  they  cannot  stand.  ' 

Second, — The  character  and  requisite  qualifications  ofi  the  subordinate  offi-cers 
in  the  kingdom  ofi  Ood  ai*e  now  to  be  considered.  As  the  persons  of  the  Father  and 
Son  cannot  be  everywhere  present,  it  is  therefore  impossible  for  them  to  attend  in 
person  to  all  the  multiplied  affairs  of  government  among  intelligent  beings ; there-, 
fore,  God,  in  establishing  a government  among  such  beings,  has  always  called  persons 
of  their  own  number  to  officiate  in  his  name.  The  character  of  these  persons,  pre- 
viously to  their  calling  and  appointment,  has  generally  been  that  of  honesty  and  sin- 
eei-ity ; otherwise  they  have  not  differed  materially  from  other  men. 

The  various  officers,  called  of  God  to  administer  the  affairs  of  his  government,  are 
apostles,  prophets,  bishops,  evangelists,  elders,  pastors,  teachers,  and  deacons.  God 
has  only  one  way  of  calling  these  different  officers,  and  that  is  by  new  revelation. 
No  person  was  ever  authorized  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  unless  called  by  new  re- 
velation. Paul  says  (Heb.  v.  4),  “No  man  taketh  this  honour  unto  himself,  but  he  that  is 
called  of  God  as  was  Aai-on.”  Among  the  vast  number  of  national  governments  now  upon 
earth,  where  is  thei*e  one  that  even  professes  to  be  the  kingdom  of  God,  or  that 
its  officers  were  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron  ? Human  authority  and  human  calling 
ai*e  the  only  powers  which  any  nation  professes  to  have.  But  there  ai*e  certain  petty 
governments,  called  churches,  organized  within  these  national  governments,  which 
•claim  divine  authority,  and  consider  their  officers  authorized  to  act  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  But  the  great  question  is,  have  any  of  them  been  called  as  Aaron  was  ? By 
•new  revelation  Aaron  was  called.  By  new  revelation  the  duties  of  his  calling  were 
made  known.  Have  any  of  the  Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant  officei's  been  called  by 
•new  revelation  f Has  God  said  one  word  to  any  of  them  ? Do  they  not,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  declare  that  “ There  is  no  later  revelation  than  the  New  Testamentf  ” 
If  the  revelations  contained  in  the  New  Testament  are  the  last  ones  given,  then  the 
persons  to  whom  they  were  given,  were  the  last  ones  called  of  God.  When  new  reve- 
lation ceases  to  be  given,  officers  cease  to  be  called  of  God.  When  the  calling  of 
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office).'s  cease,  the  kingdom  of  God  ceases  to  be  pei'petuated  upon  the  earth.  Nothing- 
is  more  certain  than  that  the  church  of  God  ceased  to  exist  on  the  earth  when  new 
revelation  ceased  to  be  given.  All  the  modern  Christian  churches,  who  deny  new  re- 
velation, have  no  more  authority  to  preach,  baptize,  or  administer  any  other  ordinance 
of  the  gospel  than  the  idolatrous  Hindoos  have ; indeed  all  their  administrations  are 
worse  than  in  vain— they  are  a solemn  mockery  in  the  sight  of  God.  It  is  a grievous 
sin  in  the  sight  of  God  for  any  man  to  presume  to  baptize,  unless  God  has  authorized 
him  by  new  revelation  to  baptize  in  his  name.  Saul,  the  king  of  Israel,  lost  his  king- 
dom becauseheassumedtheauthorit^  that  did  not  belong  to  him.  (1  Sam.  xlii.8 — 15.) 
Another*  king  of  Israel  was  smote  with  leprosy  until  the  day  of  his  death,  because  he 
attempted  to  administer  an  ordinance  without  being  called  and  authorized.  (*2  Chron. 
xxvi.  16—22.)  So  all  the  baptisms  and  sacraments  administered  by  mod^*n  Christian- 
churches  who  have  done  away  new  revelation,  are  an  abonunation  in  the  sight  of  God. 
All  persons  who  shall  suffer  themselves  to  be  baptized,  or  partake  of  these  ordinances 
through  the  administration  of  these  illegal  unauthorized  persons,  after  having  been 
duly  warned  of  the  evil  thereof,  will  bring  themselves  under  gi*eat  condemnation  be- 
fore God,  and  unless  they  repent  of  that  sin  they  can  in  nowise  be  saved.  The  twelve 
apostles  were  called  by  new  revelation,  but  that  did  not  authorize  Paul,  Barnabas, 
Timothy,  nor  any  other  person.  Each  one  had  to  receive  a separate  call  by  new  re- 
velation for  himself.  No  one  could  lawfully  act  under  a commission  given  to  some 
other  person.  All  the  commissions  recorded  in  the  New  Testament  were  given  to  in- 
dividuals then  living,  and  not  to  any  individuals  u’ho  should  live  in  some  future  age. 
If  any  persons  would  have  authority,  let  them  obtain  a new  commission  from  God, 
^ his  servants  always  did  in  ancient  times,  and  if  they  officiate  without  such  new 
commission,  then  know  assuredly  that  they  are  impostors. 

The  subordinate  officers  in  the  kingdom  of  God  must  not  only  be  called  of  God,, 
hut  qualified  to  act  in  their  respective  offices.  The  first  qualification  absolutely  neces- 
sary  for  every  officer  in  the  kingdom  is,  the  gift  of  the  Bolg  Spirit.  This  is  the  most 
important  qualification  of  all  others.  No  man,  without  this  qualification,  can  attain 
to  an  office  in  the  kingdom  of  God;  it  matters  not  how  gi*eat  his  other  attmnments 
are ; though  he  has  studied  the  scriptures  from  a child,  and  committed  them  all  to- 
memory — though  he  has  carefully  ‘learned  the  original  lan^ages  in  which  they 
w'cre  written — though  he  has  made  himself  master  of  all  sciences— grasped  with  a 
comprehensive  mind  all  thearguments  set  forth  in  theological  works,  yet  none  of  these 
attainments  will  qualify  him  for  even  the  least  office  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  The 
imlearned  youth,  who  had  not  the  knowledge  of  the  English  alphabet,  if  be  were  called 
nf  God,  and  qualified  by  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  would  have  more  power  and  au- 
thority, and  could  do  more  towards  saving  men,  than  all  the  theologians  and  doctor's 
of  divinity  that  the  world  affords,  unless  they  also  were  called  of  God,  and  endowed 
•with  the  gift  of  the  Ploly  Ghost.  No  other  qualifications  whatsoever  can  be  substitu- 
ted in' the  stead  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  great  distinguishing  cha- 
racteristic between  the  officers  of  the  kingdom  of  God  and  impostors.  Every  officer 
sent  of  God  has  a qualification  that  no  impostor  ever  had  or  ever  can  have. 

The  first  officers  placed  in  the  kingdom  of  God  are  apostles.  Let  us  inquire  how 
in  ancient  times  this  office  was  conferred  on  man.  Jesus  said  to  his  ancient  apostles 
(John  XV.  16)  “ Ye  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I have  chosen  you,  and  ordained  you,  that 
ye  should  go  and  bring  forth  fruit.”  Paul  informs  us  (Heb.  iii.  1.)  that  Jesus  him- 
self^was  an  apostle.  Holding  the  office  himself,  he  had  the  most  perfect  right  to  con- 
fer the  same  calling  upon  others;  hence  he  first  chose  them,  and  then  “ ordained’* 
them  ; after  this  he  sent  them  forth  to  preach  (Matthew  x)  “ and  commanded  them,, 
saying,  Go  not  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles,  and  into  any  city  of  the  Samaritans,  enter 
ye  not : but  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel . And  as  ye  go,  preach, 
saying,  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  Ileal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  lepei*s,  raise  the  • 
dead,  cast  out  devils : freely  ye  have  i*eceived,  freely  give.”  Although  these  apostles 
were  chosen,  ordained,  and  sent  forth  on  a particular  mission  to  the  cities  of  Israel, 
with  power  to  work  mighty  miracles,  yet  there  was  an  essential  qualification  which 
they  had  not  yet  received.  They  had  received  power  sufficient  to  qualify  them  to 
preach  that  the  “ kingdom  of  heaven  was  at  hand.”  But  they  had  not  yet  received^' 
power  sufficient  to  fully  organize  and  build  up  that  kingdom  on  the  earth.  They 
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"*hout  ivhich  they  could  r.cvcr  cslaUisli  the 

rtf? f . “POfto  llud  not  j-et  received  ? It  was  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Olfost,  or 
if  T/u““'  promised  them.  It  is  very  remarkable ‘that  the.s« 

3“  fS  • , “"®  5"'>' “d  yet  not  have  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  hear 
what  the  scripture  saith  (John  vii.  37.  38,  38),  “In  the  last  day,  that  great  day  of 

dunk.  lie  that  beheveth  on  me,as  the  scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow 
riveis  of  hying  water.  (But  this  spake  he  of  the  Spirit  which  they  that  believe  on 

nliT  ? r*'t  JV  '/“m  *1  ■oxu.mt  yet  given  ; because  that  Jesus  was 

not  yet  glari/ed).  Mark  the  expression,  “ tlx  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given  ” 
Ihis  agrees  with  another  saying  of  Jesus  to  his  apostles  (John  xvi.  7).  “Xevetthe- 
less.  I tell  vou  the  ti'iith  i it  ic  OVl-iarliortf  •Any.  vrvayy  T o 


— ",  vwo.ei  sajiug  oi  oesus  10  CIS  apostios  (John  XVI.  7).  “ Neverthe- 

less, I tell  you  the  truth;  It  IS  expedient  for  you  that  I go  away;  for  if  I go  not 
ay,  the  CcimfOTter  will  not  eoine  unto  you ; but  if  I depart  I will  send  him  unto  voii  ” 
us  calls  this  (lomfoi'ter  the  TJnl,,  AUn-l  VT-U..  os  \ * a 


away,  w wom.m  lei-  win  not  come  unto  you ; hut  if  I depart  I will  send  him  uiito'voii  ” 
Jesus  calls  tins  Comforter  the  Holy  Ghost  (John  xiv.  26.)  After  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus,  and  as  he  was  about  to  be  taken  up  into  heaven,  he  said  to  his  apostles  (Luke 
f the  promise  of  my  Jather  upon  you,”  (alluding  to  the 

Comfoiter  or  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  promised  several  days  before  should  be  sent 

unto  them  from  the  h ather  after  his  glorification)  ; “ but,”  said  he,  “ tarry  ye  in  the 
City  Of  Jerusalem,  until  ye  be  endued -with  power  from  on  his-h.”  Thus'vou  »ee 
< ear  reMer,  that  these  apostles  liad  power-  to  “ heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  lene'rs'  rai^e 
the  dead,  and  cast  out  devils,”  although  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given  to  them 
A certain  power  was  yet  lacking.  Jesus  had  commanded  them  saying,  “ Go  ve  into  . 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.”  But  he  would  not  suffer  theni ' 
to  conmence  this  inipon  until  the  promise  of  the  Father-the  Holy  Ghost-,was 
given  them.  Thev  alrpadv  hnri  im'iwov  +r>  wni-Ir  i-_  T.-./i  y 


--  o u iivii  piomise  or  tne  i'atner— the  Holy  Ghost-,-was 

given  them.  Tliey  already  had  power  to  work  mighty  miracles,  but  had  not  tlia 
build  up  the  kingdom  of  God.  This  power  they  were  to  tarrv  for  in  ,leru- 
d when  thev  should  receive  it.,  thpv  wovo  tUxiv.  +r.  *1,.  .iv  .1.  • 


powe.  „„,.n  up  „,e  miigucin  ci  uou.  'inis  power  they  were  to  tarry  for  in  ,leru- 
salem,  and  when  they  should  receive  it,  they  were  then  to  commence  the  duties  of  theb- 
mission,  first,  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  and  afterwards  extend  their  labours  to  all  n-i- 
b°n  J f t o'  “ miracles  is  entirely  a different  thing  from  the  power  to 

build  up  the  kingdom  of  God : the  latter  power,  however,  always  includes  the  former, 
but  the  lormer  power  does  not  always  include  the  latter. 

We  now  ^k.  Where  h there  a man  among  all  the  churches  of  modei-n  times,  who 
has  been  ca  led  to  the  office  of  an  apostle  by  new  revelation  f Where  is  there  a man 
•among  all  the  millions  of  modern  Christians  -who  has  been  ordained  to  the  office  of  an 
-apostle,  under  the  hands  of  an  apostle,  as  the  Twelve  were  anciently  ? ‘^Vhere  is  there 
a man  to  be  found  among  all  the  Catholics  or  Protestants  who  has  been  endowed  with 
-rf  still  greater  power  comtnu- 

mcat^ed  in  the  gift  of  the  Ploly  Ghost If  the  apostles  in  ancient  days  could  not  build 
up  the  kmgdoin  of  God,  without  being  endowed  with  these  tw'O  degrees  of  yower, 
suieJy  no  one  since  their  day  could  be  authorized  to  build  tlie  church  of  God  with 
any  less  qualification. 

T the  important  duties  required  of  an  apostle  is  to  admesister  raE  .Spiiut. 

Zu  a--:  «“■  m’,"’®  that  both  Paul  and  Timothy  were  made  “able  ministers  cf 
e fepirit.  The  ordinance  through  which  the  Spirit  is  ministered,  i.s  Tiu-;  laying  ox 
•ornANDS.  (Acts  vui.  and  xix.  Heb.vi.)  To  the  apostles -n-ei-e  entrusted  three  very 
important  ministrations  for  the  salvation  of  man 
First. — The  ministration  of  the  word. 

ministration  of  the  baptism  of  water. 

"Ihii-d. — The  ministration  of  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit. 

While  Jesus  wa.s  with  his  apostles  in  person,  they  had  power  to  minister  tlie  word 
and  wafer,  but  not  the  Spirit,  for  they  themselves  had  not  yet  been  baptized  -with  the 
pint:  and  they  could  not  administer  that  w-hich  they  were  not  in  yossession  of It 
^as  necessary  that  they  should  first  receive  the  gift  themselves,  before  they  could' con- 
perceive  the  propriety  of  Jesus  commanding  tiiem 
■1  \ *1  Jei'usalem  until  they  should  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high  : ” fur 
M’lthout  tins  additional  powa- they  could  neither  save  themselves  nor  others  Many 
pepons  have  flattaed  themselves,  that  they  can  be  saved  without  the  assistance  of  a 
minister  sent  of  God.  But  this  is  a vain  delusive  hope;  for  Jesus  hatli  expressly 
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said  “Except  a man  be  bom  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  the  kmg- 
Acm  of  God  ” Now  as  no  man  can  be  saved  out  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  necessary  that 
he  should  be  « born  ” into  the  kingdom  ; and  this  would  be  impossible  without  an  ad- 
mtoistrator  sent  of  God ; for  the  birth  or  bajtism  of  ™fcr,  and  the  >>!■;*  or  bagasm 

of  the  Spirit,  require  some  one  legally  authorized  to  officiate  m behalf  of  the  candidate. 

Readel  have  V ever  received  the  Holy  Ghost  throngh  the  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  one  sent  of  God  ? If  not,  yon  are  not  yot  born  of  the  Spirit.  You  are  J “ 
child  of  the  kingdom.  Know  assuredly,  that  unless  you  fina  some  man  who  hg  bem 
Lt  by  the  command  of  God  as  was  Aaron,  and  get  him  to  remit  yom  s™* 
your  faith,  repentance,  and  baptism,  and  have  him  to  minister  to  you  tlic  Holy  Gh^ 
L did  the  anAnt  apokes-you  need  not  flatter  yourself  tha  yon  can  ta  sagd^  ^ 
not  deceive  yourself  upon  this  all-important  subject.  Do  not  suffer  any  man  to  bap- 
S?e  01  mSJ  un  Jyou,  unless  God  has  spoken  unto  him  by  the  voice  of  his  ser- 
vants, and  authorized  him  to  minister  in  his  name. 

know  an  authorized  man  of  God  from  one  who  has  no  authority  ? I wiU  tell  j ou  how 
to  discern  the  difference.  A true  servant  of  God  will  never  teach  a false  doctiine. 
He  will  never  deny  new  revelation.  He  never  will  tell  you  that  the  canon  oi  scrip- 
ture is  full,  or  that  the  New  Testament  is  the  last  revelation  ever  intended  to  be  give 
to  man.  He  never  will  tell  you  that  miraculous  gifts  are  no  longer 
church  of  God.  He  never  will  tell  you  that  inspired  apostles,  prophets,  and  other  of- 
ficers are  not  requisite  in  the  church  now.  He  never  will  tell  you  that  the  mini^ 
tration  of  the  spirit,”  by  “ the  laying  on  of  hands,”  is  done  away  by  God  s 
ment.  But  he  will  tell  you  that  if  you  will  receive  hij  message,  and  be  baptized  bv 
one  having  authority,  that  your  “ sins  shall  be  remitted,  and  that  you  shall  be  fiM 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  laying  on  of  hands;  and  that  you  shall  lOT0w,  bv^e 
tehchin«-s  thereof,  that  his  doctrine  is  ti-ue  and  of  God.  In  this  respect  he  wifi  differ 
from  all  impostors ; for  an  impostor  never  hud  power  to  “ mimsterthe  ^ 

impostor  dare  not  promise  you  that  you  shall  be  ® 

lavine  on  of  his  hands,  for  he  knoivs  that  such  a promise  would  not  be_  lulhlleci— he 
knowl  that  you  would  detect  him  to  be  a false  teacher  by  complying  with  his  conffi- 
Tions  and  failing  to  receive  his  promise.  An  impostor,  knowing  that  he  has  no  power 
ro  give  the  Holy  Ghost  as  the  ancient  apostles  had,  will  endeavour  to  persuade  you 
th^  such  power  is  not  necessai-y  now.  He  knows  very  well,  that  if  he  cannot  get  the 
people  to  believe  that  such  power  is  not  necessary  m these  days,  that  his  own  unau- 
thorized pretensions  will  be  at  once  detected.  ^ ^ i v •*.  v 

An  impostor,  like  Simon  Magus,  may  deceive  ignorant  people  by  -^tchcraft  and 
sorcery,  hut  he  can  never  deceive  them  by  pretending  to  give  the  Holy  Ghost  through 
praye/mid  laying  on  of  hands.  This  is  a power  that  none  but  a true  miniy^er  of  God 
LLses ; it  Lnot  be  counterfeited  by  the  devil  The  derf  cm  counterfeit  the  mi- 
racles of  Christ,  but  he  cannot  counterfeit  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  K one  but  the 
lawful  ministers  of  Christ  can  minister  the  spirit,  TJis,  then,  is  an  ■■'MM®  “K" 
Sch  to  distinguish  true  apostles  from  false  ones.  But  does  this  infallible  ygn  exist 
ritber  among  the  Papists  or  Protestants?  Can  any  of  their  ministers  give  the  Hofy 
Ghost  bv  the  laving  on  of  hands  ? If  not,  they  are  not  the  church  of  God,  and  their  mi- 
nisters  are  unauthorized— all  their  ministrations  are  illegal  and  an  abomination  m 
the  sight  of  God— salvation  is  not  among  tliem.  Kot  one  pei-son  among  aU  the^- 
societies  has  been  legally  baptized.  Reader,  are  you  a member  of  any  of  these 
societies  ’ if  so,  haste  to  withdraw  yourself  from  them,  that  you  partake  not  of  their 
/or  tteW  ofaarjudgm^  i,  come.  If  you  would  be  sped,  seek  after 
Si?^postlcs  and  prophets  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  receive  their  ministrations, 
and  you  shall  be  tilled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  obtain  eternal  life. 

15,  Wilton  Street,  Liverpool,  October  Qlsf,  1848. 
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BY  ORSON  PRATT. 

OKE  OF  THE  TWELTE  APOSTLES  OF  THE  CHDECH  OF  JESCS  CUEIST  OF  LAXTER-EAY  SAINTS. 


In  oul*  examinations  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  in  Part  I,  we  gave  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  King  s and  also  the  qualifications  of  the  subordinate  officers.  We 
shall  now  proceed  to  examine, 

Third. — The  nature  and  character  of  the  laws  of  adoption,  or  the  invariable 
rule  by  which  aliens  are  admitted  into  the  kingdom  as  citizens. 

Whenever  the  kingdom  of  God  exists  on  the  eartli,  all  mankind  are  required,  first, 
to  become  legal  citizens  thereof ; and  afterwai-ds,  to  obey  strictly  all  its  laws  unto  the 
end  of  their  days.  To  become  a legal  citizen  in  the  kingdom  is  of  infinite  impor- 
tance ; for  salvation  is  only  to  be  obtained  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  All  other  king- 
doms or  governments  will  be  broken  to  pieces  and  destroyed,  w’hile  the  kingdom  of' 
God  will  endure  for  ever. 

During  the  first  centui-y  of  the  Christian  era,  the  servants  of  God  preiiched  and  ad- 
ministered the  law  of  adoption  both  to  Jew  and  Gentile  in  all  the  world.  But  the 
nations  soon  made  war  upon  them,  and  overcame  and  killed  them,  and  destroyed  the 
kingdom  from  the  earth ; since  which  time  the  law  of  adoption  has  not  been  admin- 
istered until  of  late.  The  nations,  remaining  so  long  without  the  kingdom''  among 
them,  became  quite  ignorant  of  its  laws  and  chai’acteristics ; hence  a vast  number  of 
opinions  ai-ose,  and  thick  darkness  overwhelmed  all  people. 

The  unchangeable  law  of  adoption,  how’ever,  is  very  cleaiiy  revealed  in  the  New 
Testament,  and  may  be  easily  understood  and  obeyed,  when  there  are  officers  sent  of 
God  to  administer  it.  This  laiv  was  preached  in  great  plainness  to  a very  numerous 
multitude  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  It  was  preached,  too,  by  men  who  were  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  who  had  been  commanded  to  commence  their  first  procla- 
mation in  Jerusalem.  The  multitude  to  whom  it  was  preached  consisted  of  Jew’s  who 
come  from  all  the  surrounding  nations  to  keep  the  great  feast  of  Pentecost- 
They  were  not  in  the  kingdom  of  God ; but  were  all  sinners  in  an  unconverted  state. 
They  believed  in  the  existence  of  God,  and  looked  for  a Messiah  to  come ; but  as  for 
this  J esus  of  Nazareth,  whom  their  nation  had  just  crucified,  they  had  no  faith  in  him, 
but  considered  him  as  one  of  the  gi’eatest  of  impostors.  Peter,  with  the  rest  of  the 
disciples,  commenced  teaching  them,  proving  from  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament 
that  Jesus  was  both  Tjord  and  Christ.  So  gi'eat  were  the  evidences,  and  so  power- 
fully did  they  alfect  the  minds  of  that  multitude,  that  they  were  pricked  in  their  hearts, 
that  is,  they  believed  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  and  that  their  nation  was  imder  great 
condemnation  for  crucifying  him,  and  they  knew  not  what  the  consequences  would  be; 
tliey  were  filled  with  alarm,  and  enquired  of  the  apostles  in  the  anguisli  of  their  souls, 
saying,  “ Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do  ? Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Re- 
pent, and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission 
of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  the  promise  is  unto  you, 
jmd  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afai-  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God. 
shall  call.”  « Then  they  that  gladly  received  his  w’ord  w’ere  baptizeil : and  the  same 
^y  there  were  added  unto  them  about  three  thousand  souls.”  (Acts  ii,  S7 — S9 — 41.) 
Here,  reader,  you  will  see  the  law  of  adoption  as  it  was  preached  by  the  apostles  at  the 
commencement  of  their  great  mission  to  all  nations.  Here  you  ifiave  the  example  o£ 
three  thousand  sinners  all  complpng  with  the  law  and  becoming  citizens  in  the  king- 
dom of  God  in  one  day.  When  they  came  together  in  the  morning  they  were  all  im- 
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converted  sinners,  but  before  the  day  had  passed,  they  were  converted  and  made  Saints. 
In  the  morning  they  were  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  but  in  the  evening  they 
•were  citizens  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Whatever  the  law  was  that  wrought  so  gi*eat 
a change  upon  them  in  so  short  a time,  the  same  la'w  when  administered  by  like  au- 
thority, will  produce  like  effects  in  all  future  ages. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  great  congregation  of  sinners  to  whom  the  apostles 
addressed  themselves,  were  required — 

First, — To  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Son  of  God, 

Secondly, — To  repent  of  their  sins, 

And,  thirdly, — To  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

And  they  were  promised  that,  after  attending  to  these  three  things,  they  should  re- 
ceive, first,  A liEMtssioN  OF  THEiE  SINS,  and,  Secondly,  the  Gira  of  tece  Holt 
Ghost.  But  are  these  all  the  rules  necessary  to  be  complied  -with  in  order  to  become 
legal  heirs  of  the  kingdom  ? No  ; there  is  one  more  condition  which  the  sacred  his- 
torian has  neglected  to  mention  in  his  history  of  the  convereion  of  these_  three  thou- 
sand ; but  as  he  has  mentioned  it  in  other  parts  of  his  histoi’y,  in  connexion  with  the 
conversion  of  others,  v,’e  are  not  left  in  ignorance  of  it.  It  is  the  laying  on  OF  THE 
HANDS  of  the  ministers  of  Christ  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Faith,  repentance,  baptism,  and  laying  on  of  hands,  are  the  four  rules  of  adoption. 
Kemission  of  sins,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  are  the  two  blessings  of  adoption 
which  are  inseparably  connected  with  obedience  to  the  rules.  Both  the  rules  and 
the  blessings  of  adoption  ai*e  the  same  in  all  ages  and  dispensations  of  the  gospel.  No 
man  or  woman  ever  entered  into  the  church  or  kingdom  of  God  on  this  earth,  and  be- 
came a legal  citizen  thereof,  without  complying  strictly  with  these  rules.  Indeed,  it  is 
the  only  door  or  entrance  into  the  kingdom.  Any  pei’sons  attempting  to  get  into  the 
kingdom  in  any  other  way  are  called  “ thieves  and  robbers”  and  will  be  punished  as 
such.  Let  the  readei*  not  be  stai-tled  when  I tell  him  that  something  like  fifteen 
thousand  millions  of  the  human  race  have  gone  do-wm  to  their  graves  without  comply- 
ing with  those  rules.  Do  not  be  angry  nor  prejudiced  when  I candidly  inform  you  that 
no  man  nor  woman  on  the  great  eastern  hemisphere,  during  the  long  period  of  more 
than  seventeen  hundred  years,  has  been  legally  adopted  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 
No  person  among  tliem,  from  the  second  to  the  nineteenth  century  of  the  Christian 
era  h:is  obeyed  the  gospel,  or  has  been  born  into  the  kingdom.  Ail  have  been  aliens 
and  strangers,  and  such  a thing  as  the  kingdom  of  God  has  not  been  known  among 
them.  Before  we  close  our  investigations  relative  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  we  shall 
demonstrate  by  the  most  incontrovertible  evidence  w'hat  we  have  now  asserted. 

Faith  being  the  first  rule  of  adoption,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  show  what  faith  is,  and 
how  it  is  obtained.  The  author  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  says  (Ileb.  xi.  1).  “Faith 
is  the  substance  (assurance)  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.” 
Faith,  in  a more  extended  sense,  is  the  assurance  of  the  mind  in  relation  to  what  has 
been  what  is,  or  what  will  be.  This  faith  or  assurance  of  the  mind  is  obtained  only 
through  evidence.  It  is  not  a knowledge  of  things,  but  the  belief  oi  things  of  which 
the  mind  has  no  certain  knowledge.  All  belief  is  founded  on  evidence.  A true  faith 
is  founded  on  true  evidence ; a false  faith  on  false  evidence.  And  iu  no  case  can  a 
man  have  faith,  either  true  or  false,  unless  it  is  the  result  of  true  or  false  evidence. 
The  greater  the  evidence,  the  greater  will  be  the  faith  resulting  from  that  evidence. 
Hence  there  are  various  degrees  of  faith,  both  true  and  false ; as  for  instance,  when 
Europeans  first  discovered  America,  and  came  back  and  reported  the  same  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  Old  World,  they  had  a certain  degree  of  faith  in  their  testimony.  When 
the  discovery  was  confirmed  by  the  additional  testimony  of  numerous  other  witnesses, 
the  faith  of  the  nations  was  greatly  increased  : as  evidences  multiplied,  faith  was  made 
perfect;  so  that  in  process  of  time,  millions  who  never  saw  America,  believed  there 
was  such  a place  without  the  least  shadow  of  a doubt.  Those  who  visited  America 
obtained  a perfect  knowledge  of  its  existence  through  the  evidence  of  their  sen  ses. 

Wo  will  now  relate  an  example  of  false  faith : — When  the  American  Indians  first 
saw  the  powerful  effects  of  gunpowder,  they  were  anxious  to  procure  large  quan- 
tities  of  it.  They  were  told  by  Europeans,  that  if  gunpowder  were  sown  in  the 
earth,  it  would  sprout  up  and  grow,  and  yield  an  abundant  harvest.  The  ignorant 
natives  believing  this  false  evidence,  purchased,  at  high  prices,  large  quantities  of  the 
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supposed  seed,  and  carefully  sowed  the  same ; but  the  result,  like  the  result  of  all  other 
false  faiths,  was  disappointment.  A person  ignorant  of  geometrical  reasoning  may 
still  have  faith  in  many  geometrical  propositions  : he  believes  the  propositions  on  the 
testimony  of  geometricians,  who  declare  that  they  have  demonstrated  to  their  own 
minds  the  truth  of  them ; every  additional  geometrician  who  testihes  to  their  truth 
increases  his  faith,  ,yet  he  cannot  know  them  to  be  true  until  he  has  put  them  to  the 
test  of  geometrical  reasoning  for  himself. 

If  a native  of  New  Zealand  were  told  by  some  person  that  light  travels  with  a velo- 
city of  102,000  miles  every  second,  he  would  consider  the  statement  incredible,  if  not 
impossible.  If  several  respectable  witnesses  should  tell  him  that  it  had  been  demon- 
str<ated,  it  might,  perhaps,  beget  a very  small  degree  of  faith  in  his  mind ; if,  still  fur- 
ther, some  of  the  steps  of  the  demonstration  were  opened  to  his  mind,  and  some  of  the 
phenomena  resulting  from  the  velocity  of  light  were  made  known,  his  faith  v/ould  be- 
come stronger  ; and  pursuing  the  investigation  of  the  evidences,  he  would,  at  length, 
demonstrate  the  fact  to  his  own  mind,  and  his  faith  would  be  swallowed  up  in  know- 
ledge. 

When  Copeimicus  asserted  that  the  earth  revolved  in  an  orbit  around  the  sun  ^nth 
a velocity  of  nineteen  miles  every  second,  his  stateinent.s  were  considered  visionaiy ; 
but  other  evidences  of  a satisfactory  nature  being  adduced,  mankind  began  to  exercise 
faith  in  the  Copemican  theory.  As  the  evidences  increased,  their  faith  increased ; 
and  when  the  evidences  became  demonstrative,  faith  became  knowledge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  large  multitude  of  the  Jew.s  who  were 
assembled,  considered  Jesus  an  impostor,  hut  after  hearing  the  evidence  of  the  Old 
Testament  prophets,  combined  with  the  evidence  of  the  apostles  who  stood  as  living 
witnesses  of  the  re.surrection  of  Jesus,  three  thousand  of  them  believed  that  he  was  the' 
Son  of  God ; the  faith  of  these  three  thousand  was  founded  wholly  upon  the  evidences 
then  set  before  them.  The  faith  they  had  in  this  fact,  was  not  different  from  faith  ia 
any  other  fact.  The  faith  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  same  as  the  faith  that 
Solomon  is  the  Son  of  David ; faith  in  both  of  tliese  facts  comes  by  evidence,  and  in 
no  other  way.  Devils,  as  well  as  man,  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God.  Devils’ 
faith  is  the  result  of  evidence  the  same  as  men’s  ; in  this  respect,  the  faith  of  devils 
and  human  beings  is  alike.  But  abstract  faith  alone  can  benefit  no  being.  Devils 
believe  that  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  tremble.  Sinners  may  believe  the  same, 
and  yet  be  damned.  Saints  may  have  the  same  faith,  and  yet,  Judas  like,  become 
the  sons  of  perdition ; the  angels  of  heaven  may  have  strong  faith,  and  yet  be  thrust 
down  to  hell : so  that  faith  alone  will  save  neither  devils,  angels,  nor  men.  Faitii  is 
essential  to  salvation  ; without  faith  no  one  can  he  saved ; no  one  can  even  repent 
without  first  having  faith.  If  a man  does  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  God,  he  will 
not  believe  in  his  revealed  laws ; neither  will  he  believe  that  it  is  sinful  to  disregard 
those  laws ; he  will  not  believe  hitnself  to  be  a sinner  ; neither  will  he  believe  that  he 
will  be  punished  in  a future  state  for  transgressing  laws  which  he  does  not  believe  ema- 
nated from  God.  Faith  must,  therefore,  precede  repentance.  Before  mankind  can 
propej'ly  repent,  there  are  several  things  necessary  to  be  believed:  they  must 
believe  not  only  in  the  existence  of  God,  but  in  the  revealed  laws  of  God ; that  is,  in 
the  laws  he  has  given  against  doing  evil.  If  they  believe  in  those  laws,  and  compare 
their  own  conduct  with  them,  they  will  perceive  that  in  many  instances  they  have 
transgressed  them,  and  are,  therefore,  under  the  penalty  of  the  same.  They  must  be- 
lieve that  God  would  be  just  in  executing  the  penalty  of  his  own  law,  and  that  the  law 
could  not  he  sustained,  or  made  honourable,  unless  justice  should  be  satisfied.  What 
effect,  for  instance,  would  the  laws  of  England  have,  if  the  penalties  were  never  to  be 
inflicted  ? Stealing,  robbing,  murdering,  and  the  most  savage  acts  of  wickedness, 
would  sweep  through  the  land,  depopulating  whole  cities  and  towns ; this  fair  island 
would  soon  be  transformed  into  one  wide  scene  of  desolation  and  ruin.  So  if  the  pe- 
nalties affixed  to  the  law  of  God  should  not  be  executed,  order,  peace,  and  happiness, 
would  vanish  from  all  worlds,  and  naught  but  the  most  fearful  anarchy,  and  the  most 
direful  confusion,  would  devastate  the  widely  extended  universe.  Before  sinners  c<an 
repent  acceptably  before  God,  they  must  also  believe  that  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  has  voluntarily  suffered  the  penalty  of  the  law  of  his  Father  in  behalf  of  man. 
If  there  had  been  no  innocent  being  to  suffer  in  the  stead  of  man,  then  man,  having 
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once  broken  the  law,  must  himself  have  suffered  its  penalty,  or  else  God  would  have 
ceased  to  be  a God  of  J ustice.  JIan,  having  once  become  g’uilty,  could  not  atone  for  his 
own  sins,  and  escape  the  punishment  of  the  law,  though  he  should  ever  afterwai-ds 
strictly  keep  the  law ; for  “ JBy  the,  works  of  the  law”  or,  by  obedience  to  the  law, 

xo  FLESH  CAX  BE  JUSTIFIED.”  If  a slnncr,  after  having  once  transgressed  the  law, 
could  purchase  forgiveness  by  ever  iifterwards  keeping  the  law,  then  there  would  have 
been  noiieed  of  the  atonement  made  by  Christ.  If  the  demands  of  justice  could  have 
been  satisfied,  and  pardon  granted,  through  repentance  and  good  works,  then  the  suf- 
ferings and  death  of  Christ  would  have  been  entirely  unnecessary.  But  if  Christ 
bad  not  suffered  on  our  behalf  our  faith,  repentance,  baptisms,  and  every  other  work, 
would  have  been  utteidy  useless  and  in  vain.  Works,  independently  of  Christ,  would 
not  atone  even  for  the  least  sin. 

Every  man  must  perceive  that  before  sinnei’s  can  repent,  they  must  believe,  first,  in 
the  existence  of  God ; secondly,  in  his  revealed  law ; and  thirdly,  in  the  sufferings  of 
the  Son  of  God,  as  the  only  possible  way  by  which  justice  could  be  satisfied  and  mercy 
be  granted  to  sinful  man.  Faith,  as  before  stated,  in  any  or  either  of  these  things, 
comes  only  through  evidence.  The  three  thousand  sinners  on  the  day  of  Pentecost 
never'  would  have  enquired  so  earnestly  of  the  apostles  to  know  u'hat  they  shoidd  do, 
if  they  had  not  believed  these  three  things. 

After  tlie  apostles  had,  through  evidence,  established  A in  the  heai'ts  of  sinner's, 
they  next  taught  them  repentance,  which  we  shall  now  proceed  to  explain.  True 
and  genuine  repentance  is,  to  cease  to  do  evil  and  learn  to  do  well,  confessing  past 
sins,  with  a fixed  determination  to  sin  no  more.  It  would  be  of  no  use  for  a sinner  to 
confess  his  sins  to  God,  unless  he  were  determined  to  forsake  them  j it  would  be  of  no 
benefit  to  him  to  feel  son'y  that  he  had  done  wrong,  unless  he  intended  to  do  wrong 
no  move : it  would  be  folly  for  him  to  confess  before  God  that  he  had  injured  his  fe£ 
low  man,  unless  he  were  determined  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  restitution.  Re- 
jwntance,  then,  is  not  only  a confession  of  sins,  with  a sorrowful  contrite  heart,  but  a 
fixed  settled  purpose  to  refrain  from  every  evil  wav. 

The  ]iext  step  to  be  taken  by  the  believing  penitent  sinner  is  to  be  baptized  or  im- 
mersed in  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
“Fon  THE  liE.MissroN  OF  SINS,”  by  a man  authorised  of  God  to  administer'  the  ordi- 
nance. There  are  three  very  important  items  in  connexion  with  baptism  which  all 
persons  should  well  understand  before  they  suffer  themselves  to  receive  the  ordinance. 
First,  they  .should  be  well  assured. tliat  the  administrator  has  authority  from  God  to 
baptize  them.  Second,  they  should  satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  correct  mode  of  bap- 
tism.^ Third,  they  should  understand  the  object  for  which  baptism  is  administered. 

It  is  evident  that  no  one  has  a right  to  administer  baptism  unless  he  has  been  called 
of  God,  and  authorized  by  new  revelation  to  administer  that  ordinance,  as  we  have 
very  plainly  shown  in  Part  First  of  this  treatise.  If  the  believing  penitent  sinner 
were  to  receive  baptism  at  the  hands  of  one  avIio  v/as  not  called  and  authorized,  it 
would  bo  a curse  to  him  instead  of  a blessing — it  would  be  a solemn  mockei'j’  in  the 
sight  of  God,  bringing  comdemnation  and  darkness  upon  the  mind. 

Second:  Immernion  is  the  only  mode  of  baptism  sanctioned  by  the  Lord.  John 
the  forevnnner  of  Christ,  baptized  numerous  multitudes  ^‘in  the  river  of  Jordan.” 
(Mark  i.  5.)  Alter  Jesus  was  baptized,  “ he  went  up  straightway  out  of  the  water.” 
Matthew  iii.  10.)  John  also  baptized  in  yEnon,  neai'  to  Salim,  because  there  was 
MUCH  water  there.”  (Johniii.  23.)  When  Philip  baptized  the  eunuch,  “ they  went 
down  both  into  the  water,  both  Philip  and  the  eunuch  ; and  he  baptized  him.  And 
'w'hen  they  were  come  up  otU  of  the  water,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  caught  aw'ay  Phi- 
lip.”  (Acts  viii.  38,  39.)  If  sprinkling  and  pouring  were  baptism,  John  must  have 
been  very  foolish  to  have  sought  out  places  where  there  %vas  “ much  water  f and  then 
put  himsdf  and  the  candidate  to  so  much  inconvenience  by  going  down  into  the  water, 
and  getting  their  garments  disagreeably  wet.  If  a few  drops,  or  a gill  of  water, 
sprinkled  or  poured  upon  them  were  sufficient,  why  did  they  go  where  there  ^vas  much 
water  Why  render  their  wearing  apparel  uncomfortable  by  going  into  the  water? 
Why  did  the  jailor  and  his  household  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  of  going  out  of  their 
house  in  the  darkness  of  night  to  be  baptized  ? (Acts  xvi.)  The  jailor,  about  midnight 
brought  Paul  and  Silas  out  of  the  jail  into  his  house,  where  they  preached  the  word 
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of  the  Lord  to  him,  “ and  to  all  that  were  in  his  house.  .A.nd  he  took  them  the  same 
hour  of  the  night,  and  washed  their  stripes ; and  was  baptized,  he,  and  all  his,  straight- 
way. And  when  he  had  brought  them  into  his  house,  he  set  meat  before  them,  and 
rejoiced,  belie\dng  in  God  with  all  his  house.”  Here  it  will  be  perceived,  that  they 
went  out  of  the  house  in  the  middle  of  the  night  to  attend  to  baptism.  If  sprinkling 
or  pouring  were  baptism,  how  much  more  convenient  it  would  have  been  to  have  had  it 
attended  to  in  the  house  where  he  had  a good  light  just  previously  procured,  instead 
of  going  out  at  that  late  unseasonable  hour.  The  Roman  and  Colossian  saints  were 
“ BURIED  with  Christ  in  baptism.”  (Rom.  vi.  4.  Col.  ii.  12.)  Sprinlding  or  poui*ing 
is  not  a burial,  but  immei'sion  is.  Jesus  said  to  Xicodemus,  (John  iii.  6.)  “ Except  a 
man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.” 
Sprinkling  does  not  represent  a birth,  but  immersion  does.  Coming  out  of  the  ele- 
ment of  water  into  a new  element  is  a fair  representation  of  a birth.  As  in  the  natu- 
ral birth,  the  tabernacle  of  the  infant  is  filled,  quickened,  and  animated  by  the  human 
spirit,  so  in  the  spiritual  birth,  the  spirits  of  men  are  filled,  quickened,  and  animated 
bv  the  Holy  Spirit.  As  the  blood  of  the  infant,  derived  from  the  mother,  is  the 
medium  of  the  natural  life,  or  the  means  by  which  the  union  of  body  and  spirit  is  per- 
petuated ; so  the  blood  of  Chi-ist,  which  was  shed  for  us,  is  the  medium  of  the  spiritual 
life,  or  the  means  by  which  our  union  with  the  Holy  Spirit  is  maintained.  _ As  the 
embryo  is  immersed  in  the  fluid  element  in  the  womb,  and  by  this  means  derives  from 
its  mother  the  blood  so  essential  to  the  natural  life ; so  a man  must  be  immersed  in 
the  fluid  element  of  water,  in  order  to  derive  the  benefit  of  Christ’s  blood  so  essen- 
tial  to  spiritual  life.  As  the  embryo  must  first  he  immersed  in  water  before  it  can 
receive  the  quickening  of  the  human  spirit,  so  a man  must  first  be  immersed  in  water 
before  he  has  the  promise  of  the  quickening  or  life-giving  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
As  the  infant  is  born,  or  comes  forth  from  the  watery  element  into  a new  kingdom  or 
world  of  existence,  so  a man  in  baptism  comes  forth  from  the  liquid  element  of  water 
into  the  kingdom  of  God’s  dear  Son,  which  is  a new  state  of  existence.  Jesus,  in 
the  above  text,  sets  forth  the  birth  of  the  water  first,  and  afterwards  the  birth  of 
the  spirit. 

It  is  very  evident  from  the  whole  tenor  of  scripture,  that  immersion  is  the  only  me- 
thod of  baptism.  Several  historians  inform  us,  that  the  early  Christians  “ immersed 
the  whole  body  in  water,”  and  that  sprinkling  was  not  introduced  into  the  church 
until  the  third  or  fourth  century. 

Every  believing  penitent  sinner  should  make  himself  well  acquainted  with  the  object 
of  baptism.  This  ordinance  wiis  instituted  ^‘for  the  remission  of  sins.”  John  went 

into  all  the  country  about  Jordan,  preaching  the  baptism  of  repentance  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins.”  (Huke  iii.  3.)  After  the  ascension  of  Christ  into  heaven,  the  apos- 
tles commenced  their  great  mission  fo  all  nations,  by  preaching  to  several  thousand 
Jews,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  baptism  “/or  the  remission  of  sins.”  (Acts  ii.  38.) 
Ananias  said  to  Saul  of  Tai'sus,  “ Arise,  and  be  baptized,  and  wash  away  thy  sins, 
calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  (Acts  xxii.  16.)  Baptism  is  not,  as  many  false 
teachers  now  affirm,  “ an  outward  sign  of  an  inward  grace,”  but  it  is  an  ordinance 
whereby  a believing  penitent  sinner  obtains  a forgiveness  of  all  past  sins.  By  bemg 
buried  in  the  watery  grave,  the  old  man,  as  Paul  says,  is  put  off  with  all  of  his  deeds ; 
by  rising  from  the  liquid  element,  we  put  on  the  new  man,  become  new^  creatures,  and 
should  henceforth  Avalk  in  newness  of  life.  Again  Paul  says,  “Z/e  that  is  deadisfreed 
from  sin.”  If  sinners  would  be  freed  from  sin,  let  them  be  “ baptized  tntohts(GhTist  s) 
death and  thus,  by  being  dead  with  hiin,  they  become  free  from  sin,  that  is,  all 
their  former  sins  are  remitted.  (See  Rom.  vi.)  _ . , , . 

The  great  majority  of  religious  people  in  modem  times,  consider  baptism  as  non- 
essential  to  salvation.  But  we  ask,  is  it  essential  that  the  repenting  sinner  should  be 
forgiven  ? If  so,  then  it  is  just  in  the  same  degree  essential  that  he  should  be  bap- 
tized, for  that  is  the  condition  of  forgiveness  ; hence  baptism  is  essential  to  salvation, 
as  much  so  as  faith  or  repentance.  He  that  neglects  baptism,  neglects  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  salvation.  “ He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved.  He  that 
believeth  not,  (and  consequently  is  not  baptized),  shall  be  damned.”  Jesus  never  in- 
corporated anything  that  was  non-essential  into  the  plan  of  salvation.  But  men  should 
live  by  every  word  which  proceedeth  from  his  mouth.  “ He  that  saith,  I know  him, 
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and  keepeth  not  Lis  commandments,  is  a liai-,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him.”  (1  John 
ii.  4.)  Again,  Jesus  says,  “ If  a man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words.”  “ He  that 
loveth  me  not,  keepeth  not  my  sayings.”  The  commandments,  words,  and  sayings 
of  Jesus,  must  be  kq>t  as  well  as  believed,  in  order  to  obtain  salvation.  Unless  bap- 
tism were  essential  to_  salvation,  Jesus  never  would  have  commanded  his  apostles  to 
“ Go  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Fathei-,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.”  A man  may  be  a very  good  man,  in  many  respects,  yet  if 
he  rejects  baptism,  he  rejects  his  salvation.  As  for  instance,  Cornelius  was  “a  devout 
man,  and  one  that  feared  God  with  all  his  house ; he  gave  much  alms  to  the  people, 
and  prayed  to  God  always.”  An  angel  came  in  to  him,  and  said,  “ Cornelius,  thy 
prayers  and  thine  alms  are  come  up  for  a memorial  before  God.”  “ Send  men  to 
Joppa,  and  call  for  Simon,  whose  siu-name  is  Peter;  who  shall  tell  thee  words  whereby 
thou  and  all  thy  house  shall  be  saved.”  (Acts  x.  and  xi.)  When  Peter  had  come, 
while  he  was  speaking  the  woi'd  of  the  Lord  to  this  man,  and  to  his  household,  the 
Holy  Ghost  fell  upon  them,  and  they  spake  with  tongues,  and  magnified  God.  And 
Peter  “ commanded  them  to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord” 

What  would  have  been  the  result  if  they  had  refused  to  obey  this  commandment, 
and  had  counted  baptism  non-essential,  like  many  modern  churches  ? It  is  evident 
that  not  one  of  them  could  have  been  saved.  Why  ? Because  the  angel  said  that 
Peter  should  “ tell  themwords  whereby  they  should  be  saved.”  If  they  had  rejected 
baptism,  they  would  have  rejected  the  “ word^*  of  Peter,  which  the  angel  said  should 
save  them.  No  one  can  be  saved  who  rejects  baptism.  It  matters  not  how  righteous 
he  may  have  been ; though  he,  like  Cornelius,  may  have  given  “ much  alms,”  and 
prayed  much,  and  feared  God  and  worked  righteousness  for  years ; yea  more,  though 
he  may  have  attained  to  greater*  blessings  tlian  the  present  sectarian  churches  now 
even  believe,  to  say  nothing  of  the  enjoyment;  though  he  may  have  seen  a vision  of 
angels,  and  spoken  with  tongues  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; yet,  with  all  this 
righteousness  and  gi*eat  power*,  he  can  in  nowise  be  saved  if  he  reject  baptism.  Hence, 
faith,  repentance,  baptism  are  three  essential  conditions  preceding  remission  of 
sins.  Each  are  equally  important.  These  are  three  of  the  rules  of  adoption  by  which 
strangers  and  aliens  may  become  legal  citizens  in  the  church  or  Iringdom  of  God. 

Since  the  fom-th  century  of  the  Christian  era,  infant  sprinkling  has  been  practised 
by  a numerous  multitude  of  false  teachers.  By  age  and  long  standing  this  great  per- 
version of  the  Apostolic  doctrine  has  become  exceedingly  popular,  until  many  millions 
at  the  present  day  are  earned  away  with  the  wicked  delusion.  The  apostles  were 
commanded  to  teach  first,  and  then  baptize ; but  infants  are  incapable  of  bring  taught 
and  therefore  are  not  subjects  of  baptism.  Jesus  commanded  the  apostles  to  preach 
the  gospel  in  all  the  world,  and  said,  “ he  that  believeth  aiid  is  baptized  shall  be  saved.” 
Infants  cannot  believe  the  preaching  of  the  apostles,  therefore  they  should  not  be  bap- 
tized. Peter  commanded  the  thousands  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  to  repent  first,  and 
then  be  baptized  “ for  the  remission  of  sins.”  But  infants  are  incapable  of  repent- 
ance,and  therefore  it  is  a sin  in  the  sight  of  God  to  baptize  them.  “ Sin  is  the  trans- 
gi*ession  of  a law.”  Infants  have  transgi-essed  no  law,  and  therefore  they  are  without 
sin.  Baptism  is  fob  the  remission  of  sins,  but  infants  have  no  sins  to  be  remitted, 
therefore  they  need  no  baptism.  But  even  if  infants  had  sins,  (as  some  false  teachers 
assert),  they  could  not  be  remitted  by  baptism  alone.  Faith  and  repentance  would 
be  equally  as  necessary  for  the  infant  as  baptism.  Either  of  these  three  conditions 
alone,  or  any  two' of  them,  would  not  bring  remission : all  must  be  voluntarily  attended 
to  by  the  canfidate.  _ But  the  infant  cannot  volimtarily  attend  to  either,  therefore  the 
sprinkling  or  immersion  of  infants  does  not  bring  the  blessings  promised  to  the  peni- 
tent believer,  but  it  brings  a curse  both  upon  the  pai*ents  and  the  administi*ator.  It 
is  a sin  of  which  millions  must  repent  if  they  ever  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Infant  baptism  is  no  where  alluded  to  in  the  scriptures  : some  have  supposed  be- 
cause whole  households  were  baptized,  that  possibly  there  might  have  been  some  in- 
fants among  them ; but  how  many  thousands  of  households  there  are  that  have  no  in- 
fants. The  author  of  this  treatise  has  himself  baptized  many  whole  households,  but 
among  them  there^were  no  infants,  nor  any  persons  incapable  of  believing  and  re- 
penting. The  scriptures  inform  us  that  the  jailor  and  his  household,  aird  Uornelius 
and  his  household,  believed  and  rejoiced  in  the  Lord  before  they  ^Yere  baptized  j 
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hence  there  were  no  infants  among  them.  Some  agfun  have  supposed  that  the  bap- 
tism of  infants  comes  in  lieu  of  circumcision ; but  this  is  only  a wild  vague  conjecture  of 
impostures  to  deceive  the  ignorant ; for  there  is  not  the  least  allusion  to  any  such 
thing  in  the  scriptures.  Baptism  has  no  more  connexion  with  circumcision  than  it 
has  with  the  blowing  of  rams’  horns  for  the  demolishing  of  the  walls  of  Jericho. 
There  is  no  similai’ity  between  the  two.  Circumcision  is  a ceremony  performed  only 
on  male  infants  at  eight  days  old,  whereas  baptism  is  a burial  in  water  of  both  male 
and  female  adults,  who  ai-e  capable  of  first  believing  and  then  repenting. 

After  the  sinner  has  complied  with  the  rules  gf  adoption,  so  that  aU  his  former 
transgressions  are  forgiven,  he  should  next  seek  after  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  God 
has  ordained  a certain  ordinance  through  which  he  bestows  this  gift.  He  has  autho- 
rized his  servants  to  administer  the  Holy  Spirit  by  the  laying  on  of  their  hands  in  his 
name.  For  example : “ Philip  went  down  to  the  city  of  Samaria,  and  preached 
Christ  unto  them.  And  the  people  with  one  accoi’d  gave  heed  to  those  things  which 
Philip  spake.”  “When  they  hdieved  Philip,  preadiing  the  things  concerning  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  were  baptized  both  men  and 
women.”  “ Now  when  the  apostles  which  were  at  Jerusalem  heard  that  Samaria  had 
received  the  word  of  God,  they  sent  unto  them  Peter  and  John : who,  u’hen  they 
were  come  down,  prayed  for  them,  that  they  might  receive  the  Holy  Ghost : (for  as 
yet  he  was  fallen  upon  none  of  them  : only  they  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.)  Then  laid  they  their  hands  on  them,  and  they  received  the  Holy 
Ghost.  And  when  Simon  (the  sorcerer)  saw  that  through  laying  on  of  the  apostle^ 
hands  the  Holy  Ghost  was  given,  he  offered  them  money,  saying,  Give  me  also  this 
power,  that  on  whomsoever  I lay  hands,  he  may  receive  the  Holy  Ghost.”  (Acts  viii.) 
Here  we  have  the  most  positive  evidence  to  establish  the  divine  authority  of  this  ordi- 
nance. That  laying  on  of  hands  is  an  ordinance  necessai*y  to  be  attended  to,  is 
clearly  seen  from  the  fact,  diat  no  man  or  woman,  among  all  the  multitudes  of  bap- 
tized believers  in  Samai’ia,  received  the  Holy  Ghost  until  this  institution  was  complied 
with.  After  Paul  had  rebaptized  the  Ephesians,  “ he  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  came  on  them;  and  they  spake  with  tongues,  and  prophesied,” 
(Acts  xLx.)  Among  the  principles  of  the  doctiine  of  Christ  which  the  Hebrew 
church  had  recdved,  Paul  mentions  faith,  repentance,  “ the  doctrine  of  baptisms,  and 
of  laying  on  of  hands.”  (Hebrews  vi.) 

That  the  Galatian  church  had  received  the  Spirit  by  an  administrator  is  evident 
from  the  following  question  put  to  them  by  Paul.  “ He  therefore  that  ministereth 
to  you  the  Spirit,  and  worketh  mii-acles  among  you,  doeth  he  it  by  the  works  of  the 
law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith?”  (Gal.  iii.  5.) 

Paul  infoiTOs  the  Corinthian  chui*ch,  that  both  he  and  Timothy  were  made  “ able- 
ministers,”  “ not  of  the  letter,”  or  word  merely,  “ but  of  the  Spirit.” 

Though  Saul  of  Tarsus  believed  in  Christ,  and  had  been  repenting,  pj-aying,  and 
fasting  for  about  three  days,  he  could  not  obtain  a forgiveness  of  his  sins  nor  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  without  a servant  of  God  sent  to  minister  to  him  both  the  water 
and  the  Spirit.  Hear  what  Ananias  says  to  Saul:  “The  Lord,  even  Jesus,  that 
appeared  unto  thee  in  the  way  as  thou  earnest,  hath  sent  me,  that  thou  mightest 
receive  thy  sight,  zxi.^  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.”  (Acts  ix.)  Mark  well  the 
saying;  Ananias  was  sent  that  Saul  “might  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.”  Why 
not  fill  him  with  the  Holy  Ghost  through  his  faith,  repentance,  prayers,  and  fasting  ? 
Because  the  Lord  had  authorized  servants  in  his  kingdom  to  ministei’,  not  the  word 
and  water  merely,  but  also  the  Spirit. 

We  have  now  set  forth  the  whole  law  of  adoption,  and  the  only  law  by  w'hieh  any 
man  or  woman  can  ever  become  a legal  citizen  of  the  church  or  kingdom  of  God  w’hen 
established  on  the  earth.  By  obedience  to  these  rules  mankind  become  the  sons  and 
daughtei-s  of  God.  By  neglect  of  any  or  either  of  these  rules  they  can  never  enta-the 
kingdom.  There  is  no  other  way  or  plan  under  the  w'hole  heavens  that  will  save  men. 
Many  try  to  excuse  themselves  from  obeying  this  plan  by  refen-ing  to  the  words  of  Jesus 
to  the  thief  on  the  cross,  “ To  day  thou  skalt  be  with  me  in  paradise."  But  we  have 
no  evidence  to  believe  the  thief  was  taken  into  heaven  or  into  the  celestial  ]<ingdom 
of  God ; for  Jesus  himself  said  three  days  after,  “ Touch  me  not,  for  I have  not  yet 
ascended  to  my  Father.”  Some  have  supposed  that  Jesus  went  directly  into  all  the 


8 


THE  KINGDOM  OP  GOD. 


fulness  of  the  Father’s  glory,  and  the  thief  with  him.  But  the  scriptures  expressly 
contradict  this  supposition.  Peter  says,  in  the  third  chapter  of  his  first  epistle,  chat 

Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring 
us  to  God,  being  put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit : hy  which  also 
he  went  and  preached  unto  the  spirits  in  prison,  which  sometime  were  disobedient, 
when  once  the  long  suffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of  Noah,  while  the  ark  was 
pi’eparing,  wherein  few,  thtffe  ls,  eight  souls  were  saved  by  water.”  From  this  we 
learn,  that  instead  of  Jesus  going  directly  fpom  the  cross  into  his  kingdom,  he  went 
to  a certain  “ prison  ” where  he  -found  some  “ disobedient  ’’  “ spirits  ” shut  up,  who 
had  been  there  over  two  thousand  years,  or  ever  since  Noah’s  flood.  Jesus  preached 
to  them.  Did  the  thief  go  with  him  ? “ To  day  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise.” 
If  Jesus  went  to  pi-each  in  prison  that  day,  the  thief  must  have  gone  with  him ; 
hence  paradise  must  mean  a place  of  departed  spirits,  without  respect  to  its  being 
either  a good  or  a bad  place. 

Christ,  speaking  of  his  own  mission  by  the  mouth,of  Ismah,  says,  “ He  hath  sent  me 
to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of 
the  prison  to  them  tliat  are  bound.”  This  agrees  with  Peter,  as  already  quoted. 
Forasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  thief  had  never,  to  our  knowledge,  been  bom  of  the 
water  and  the  spirit,  he  could  not,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Saviour  to  Nicodemus, 
“ enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God but  he  in  all  probability  u-ent  that  day  with  Jesus 
to  the  old  antediluvian  prison  among  the  disobedient  spirits,  where  he  h*ad  the  privi- 
lege of  being  preached  to ; that  he  and  all  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  “ might  be  judged 
accox'ding  to  men  in  the  flesh.”  (1  Peter  vi.  6.) 

If  the  third  “ article  of  religion,”  believed  by  the  church  of  England,  be  true, 
tlxen  the  thief  must  have  gone  down  into  hell.  This  article  reads  thus : — 

“III.  Of  the  going  down  of  Christ  into  Hell. — As  Christ  died  for  us,  and  was 
buried,  so  also  is  it  to  bp  believed  that  he  went  down  into  Hell.” 

If  the  thief  u-ent  down  into  “ prison,”  let  every  other  unbaptized  person  bewax’e, 
lest  he  go  thei’e  too.  ' 

Since  the  apostles  fell  asleep,  the  simplicity  and  purity  of  the  ancient  gospel  has  beefi 
awfully  pervei*ted ; its  ordinances  have  been  changed,  especially  the  ordinance  of 
baptism ; while  the  ordinance  of  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  has  been  almost  universally  done  away.  No  churches,  either  among  the 
Papists  or  Protestants,  have  taught  all  the  first  principles  of  the  gospel  in  their  proper 
order.  By  this  we  know  they  are  not  the  church  of  God.  God  is  not  with  them. 
Their  sins  ai'e  not  forgiven  them.  The  Holy  Ghost  is- not  given  to  them.  And  they 
cannot  be  saved'in  the  fulness  of  the  glory  of  the  Father’s  kingdom — neither  they 
nor  their  fathers  for  many  generations  past.  All  have  gone  astray — far  asti-ay,  from 
the  ancient  gospel.  The  chux-ch  of  Christ  never  existed  on  the  earth  without  in- 
spired apostles  and  prophets  in  it,  who  administered  all  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
gospel  w'ithout  any  vai-iation  from  the  true  and  pei-fect  pattern.  But  the  apostate 
churches  now  on  die  earth,  have  neither  inspired  apostles,  nor  prophets,  nor  any  other 
inspired  officers  among  them,  neither  do  they  consider  them  necessary ; and  yet  with- 
out inspiration  or  revelation — without  immersion  for  renxission  of  sins,  or  the  ordi- 
nance for  the  gift  of  the  Spirit, — they  have  the  bold  impudence  to  call  themselves 
Christian  Churches.  But  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  Chidst,  neither  has  Christ 
anything  to  do  with  them,  only  to  pour  out  upon  them  the  plagues  written.  He  has 
not  spoken  to  any  of  them  for  many  centuries,  neitlier  will  he  speak  to  them,  only  in 
his  -wrath,  and  in  the  fierceness  of  his  anger,  w'hen  he  riseth  up  to  overthro-w,  to  root 
up,  and  to  destroy  them  utterly  fi-ora  the  earth. 
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THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD. 

PART  III. 

BY  ORSON  PRATT, 

ONE  OF  THE  TWELVE  APOSTLES  OF  THE  CHUECH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 


Three  important  subjects  relative  to  the  kingdom  of  God  have  been  already  investi- 
gated in  Parts  I and  II.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 

Fourth, — namely,  The  nature  and  character  of  the  laws  given  for  the  govern- 
ment of  all  adopted  citizens. 

After  having  complied  with  the  rules  of  adoption,  mankind  are  considei'ed  the  legal 
citizens  of  God’s  kingdom ; and  as  such,  they  are  required  to  obey  strictly  all  the  laws, 
ordinances,  statutes,  commands,  counsels,  and  words  of  the  Great  King  ; and  in  all 
things  show  themselves  the  faithful,  honest,  and  loyal  subjects  of  his  government.  That 
% the  citizens  of  the  kingdom  may  be  able  to  render  strict  obedience  to  its  laws,  they 

should  make  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  them,  and  thus  obey  understand- 
ingly.  Persons  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  ai-e  liable  to  be  deceived.  They 
• may  suf)pose  themselves  obeying  the  law,  when,  in  fact,  they  ai-e  only  complying  with 

some  vain  and  foolish  ti-adition  of  men.  They  ai’e  in  constant  danger  of  transgressing 
laws  of  which  they  are  ignorant,  and  of  neglecting  to  observe  others  that  are  of  im- 
portance. 

Millions  of  modern  Christians  say  they  take  the  Bible  as  their  “ rule  of  faith  and 
practice,” — that  the-Bible  is  their  law.  But  we  ask,  what  part  of  the  Bible  is  the  law 
of  God  unto  man  in  this  age  ? Is  the  history  of  the  creation  a law  unto  any  one  ? 
Is  the  history  of  the  building  of  the  ark,  or  of  the  tower  of  Babel,  or  of  Solomon’s 
temple,  a law  or  “ rule  of  faith  and  practice  ” for  the  Saints  now  ? Is  the  history  of 
Abraham’s  travels — of  the  doings  of  Moses  and  Aaron — of  Israel’s  wanderings  in  the 

wilderness — of  the  wai’s  of  Israel  under  the  reign  of  their  judges  and  kings a law 

xmto  succeeding  generations  ? Is  the  history  of  Jesus  and  the  apostles  a law  binding 
upon  the  Saints  of  latter  days  ? Must  we  be  baptized  in  Jordan  because  John  bap- 
tized there  ? 5Iust  w-e  ride  upon  an  ass-colt  into  Jerusalem  because  Jesus  did  ? Must 
■we  scourge  the  people  out  of  the  Jewish  temple  because  Jesus  thought  it  necessary  to 
do  so  ? Must  we  build  up  churches  in  Rome,  in  Corinth,  in  Galatia,  or  in  any  other 
place,  because  the  New  Testament  gives  the  history  of  such  events  ? Is  the  "history 
of  any  of  the  events  recorded  in  either  the  Old  or  the  New  Testaments  a law  unto 
any  man  now  living  ? No,  it  is  not.  The  historical  parts  of  the  Bible,  then,  ai-e  not 
intended  to  govern  the  actions  of  modei'n  Christians. 

Let  us  now  inquire  if  all  the  latvs_,  ordinances,  and  commands  in  the  Bible  ar&an- 
tended  as  our  rule  of  faith  and  practice — as  a law  now  binding  ujicn  us  ? God  com- 
manded Adam  that  he  should  not  eat  of  the  tree  in  the  midst  of  the  garden  of  Eden. 
Ts  this  a law  unto  modern  Christians  ? No.  God  commanded  No^  that  he  should 
build  an  ark  of  certain  dimensions,  and  of  a certain  kind  of  wood : that  he  should  take 
into  the  ark  a certain  number  of  beasts  and  fowls.  Are  these  commands  binding  upon 
Christians  now  f Surely  not.  God  commanded  Abraham  to  leave  the  land  of  Chal- 
dea and  go  into  a land  wherein  he  was  a stranger.  Must  modern  Christians  obey  this 
command?  Abraliam  was  commanded  to  offer  up  Iris  son  Isaac.  Is  this  a law  of 
God’s  kingdom  now  9 God  commanded  the  Israelites  to  leave  Egi^pt — to  walk 
through  the  Red  Sea — to  pitch  their  tents  in  a certain  way — to  travel  in  a certain 
ord^ — to  build  a tabernacle  after  a certain  pattern  which  he  gave  them — to  often 
various  animals  and  fowls  as  sacrifices.  Are  these  commands,  laws,  or  ordinances  the 
Sants’  “ rule  of  faith  and  practice  ” in  these  days  ? They  are  not.  God  commanded 
the  tiibes  of  Israel  to  slay  both  men,  women,  and  children— old  and  young.  Must 
the  Saints  in  all  ages  be  governed  by  that  command  ? No.  God  commanded  Israel 
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to  encompass  the  walls  of  Jericho  a certain  number  of  times,  blowing  upon  rams 
horns.  Is  this  a law  or  command  to  be  obsen'ed  now?  Verily,  no.  Jesus  com- 
manded Peter  to  go  and  catch  a fish  in  order  to  pay  taxes.  Is  this  command  in  force 
Tet?  Jesus  commanded  the  apostles  to  tarry  in  Jerusalem  a cei-tain  time,  until  they 
were  qualified  to  preach.  Must  all  other  Saints  wait  in  Jerusalem  for  a like  quahfi- 
cation  ? An  angel  of  the  Lord  commanded  Philip  to  go  into  the  south  co^try ; 
another  angel  commanded  Cornelius  to  send  for  Peter ; an  angel  commanded  Joseph, 
the  husband  of  Mary,  to  flee  into  Egypt,  and,  after  tai-rying  there  a certain  time,  an 
angel  commanded  him  to  retium  again  to  the  land  of  Isi-ael.  Will  any  one  pretend  to 
say  that  any  of  these  commands  are  to  be  obseiwed  now  ? There  are  many  tlmu^nds 
of  laws,  commands,  ordinances,  and  sayings,  like  the^  foregoing,  both  in  the  Old  and 
Uew  Testaments,  that  modern  Saints  cannot  obey ; indeed,  it  would  be  the  height  or 
delusion,  and  a great  sin,  to  undertake  to  obey  them  now.  Could  any  man  remam 
guiltless  and  kill  little  infant  childi-en  now,  because  such  a command  was  givmi  to 
Isi’ael  ? No,  he  could  not.  The  most  of  the  commands  and  ordinances  of  the  Bible 
were  limited  in  their  application,  and  were  never  intended  to  be  binding  upon  lutme 
generations.  Many  were  limited  to  single  iniUviduals,  and  they  only  were  requn’ed  to 
obey  them ; and  when  once  obeyed,  they  were  no  longer  binding  upon  those  mdivu 
duals  nor  any  one  else.  Other  laws  in  the  Bible  were  given  to  govern  all  Israel  for 
many  generations  ; yet  these  also  were  limited  to  Israel,  and  were  never  intended  to 
govern  Gentile  Christians.  Slost  of  the  commands  and  lau-s  in  the  Bible  wer-e  given 
according  to  circumstances  : as  the  circumstances  were  constantly  changing,  so  the 
commands  and  laws  were  constantly  changing  to  suit  circumstances. 

The  m'oral  law,  however,  never  changes : it  remains  the  same  throughout  all^cus- 
pensations  and  ages.  The  Lord  commanded  Israel,  Siiying,  “ Thou  shalt  not  kill — 
thou  shalt  not  steal — thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery,”  See.  These  laws,  Avith  maiiy 
others,  never  were  intended  to  he  done  away,  but  wherever.the  kingdom  of  Grod  is 
established,  these  laws  e-xist  in  full  force  as  rules  of  faith  and  practice.  Man^  of  the 
laws  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  and  of  Jesus  and  the  apostles,  wa-e  nioral  m their 
nature,  and  never  were  intended  to  cease.  The  moral  law,  or  law  of  righteoumess, 
has  been  revealed  anew  in  different  generations  and  to  numerous  individu^s.  Once 
revealing  this  law  did  not  seem.suflficient,  hence  it  was  revealed  afresh,  and  over  and 
over  again,  in  successive  generations.  Each  inspired  writer  received  new  revelations 
upon  ^is  great  unchangeable  law  ; and,  in  addition  to  this,  each  in  his  turn  revealed 
thousands  of  commands,  laws,  and  ordinances  suited  to  the  conditions  and  emeum- 
stanees  of  the  people,  which  never  were  binding  upon  any  but  the  individuals  who 
received  them,  and  to  whom  they  were  given. 

Connected  with  the  moral  law,  or  the  law  which  is  intended  to  regulate  the  moral 
actions  of  men,  there  are  certain  ordinances  which  ai-e  intended  as  standing  ordinaiices 
in  the  kingdom,  such,  for  example,  as  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  supper — ^the  laying 
on  of  han^s  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  the  healing  of  the  sick — and  the  anointing 
with  oil  for  the  same  purpose.  It  might  appear  to  some  as  superfluous  for  the  Lord 
to  reveal  through  successive  prophets  and  inspired  men  the  same  things  which  he  had 
lu^ously  revealed  to  former  ages ; hut  when  we  reflect  upon  the  importance  of  being 
governed  by  righteous  laws,  and  upon  the  frailty  of  man  and  his  liability  to  forget 
God  and  his  laws,  we  need  not  be  surprised  at  this.  It  is  certain  that  inspired  men, 
in  different  ages,  have  revealed  the  same  things  anew,  and  have  illustrated  them  m a 
great  vai-iety  of  ways,  so  as  to  impress  the  importance  of  them  on  the  minds  of  men  j 
^ for  example,  how  often  mankind  have  been  commanded  through  inspired  men  to 
worship  no  other  god  but  the  true  and  living  God ! How  often  have  they  been  com- 
manded through  inspired  men  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holj’ Many  oi  the  laws  ^ven 
to  Moses  were  often  repeated  again  in  the  inspired  writings  of  future  prophets. 
Modern  Christians  suppose  that  the  Bible  contains  sufficient  revelation  to  save  man. 
They  argue  “ that  the  law  of  righteousness  is  clearly  revealed  in  that  book,  and  that 
more  revelation  would  be  supei’fluous.”  If,”  saj'  they,  “ the  Bible  contains  the  gospel- 
why  should  another  revelation  of  the  gospel  be  given  s”  It  is  said,  “ if  anothei'  gospel 
lie  revealed  it  must  be  false ; if  the  same  gospel  be  revealed  it  is  useless,_for  we  already 
have  it  in  ancient  revelations.”  They  further  ai’gue,  “ that  if  mankind  in  ancient 
d.avs  could  be  saved  by  what  was  revealed  to  them,  the  same  revelations  will  save  man- 
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kind  in  th«e  days,”  hence  they  suppose  there  is  no  need  of  any  more.  This  objection 
urged  by  modem  divines  agdnst  new  I’evelation  being  given  in  these  days,  might  have 
been  urged  with  the  same  propriety  five  thousand  years  ago  ; as,  for  examples,  the 
antediluvian  world  might  have  used  this  argument  against  Noah’s  new  revelations. 
They  might  have  said  that  Enoch,  the  seventh  from  Adam,  had  sufficient  revelation  to 
save  not  only  his  spirit  but  his  body  also ; and  that  Enoch  knew  of  Christ,  and  pro- 
phesied that  he  “ snould  come  with  ten  thousand  of  his  saints  to  execute  judgment,’^ 
&c. ; and  that  if,  through  tire  vast  number  of  revelations  he  had  received,  he  could  be 
translated,  body  and  spirit,  into  the  abodes  of  immortality,  why  not  we  be  saved  by 
the  same  revelations  wthout  any  new  ones  ? Why,  they  might  have  said,  do  you, 
Noah,  pretend  to  give  new  revelations,  when  your  great  gi*andfather  Enoch  had  reve- 
lations enough  to  translate  him  ? Cannot  we  be  saved,  as  well  as  he,  if  we  take  Enoch’s 
revelations  as  om*  “ rule  of  faith  and  practice  ? ” But,  says  the  new-revelation-deniers 
of  modern  times,  “ Enoch’s  revelation  said  nothing  about  the  flood  and  the  ark,  it  was 
therefore  necessai-y  that  more  revelation  should  be  given  to  warn  the  people  of  these 
events.”  Very  well.  May  there  not  also  be  some  judgments  to  escape,  and  important 
events  to  happen  in  our  age,  of  which  the  ancient  prophets  have  said  nothing  ? And 
win  not  new  revelation  be  equally  as  necessary  to  make  known  these  unknown  events 
that  may  happen  in  om’  day,  as  it  was  in  Noah’s  day  ? After  Matthew  had  been  in- 
spired to  write  the  gospel,  why  was  it  necessary  that  Mark,  Luke,  and  John  should  be 
inspired  to  write  the^sarae  gospel?  According  to  the  arguments  of  the  false 
teachers  of  modem  tim^,  if  the  l^t  tliree  evangelists  revealed  a different  gospel  from 
Matthew,  it  would  be  false,  and  if  they  revealed  the  same  it  would  be  useless,  there 
being  no  necessity  lor  the  same  thing  to  be  revealed  over  again.  If  the  revelation  o£ 
the  gospel  by  Matthew  were  sufficient  to  save  men,  why,  according  to  then*  logic, 
shomd  any  further  revelation  be  given  ? Why  should  Mark,  Luke,  John,  Paul,  Peter, 
James,  and  Jude  give  new  revelation,  after  Matthew  had  given  sufficient  to  save  him- 
self and  othei’s  ? But,  says  the  false  teacher,  it  was  necessary,  that  by  the  mouth  of 
two  or  three  witnesses  every  word  should  be  established,  and  once  being  established, 
tha-e  was  no  further  need  of  revelation.  In  reply,  we  say,  if  two  or  three  witnesses 
were  sufficient,  why  did  he  give  eight  writers  instead  of  two  or  three  ? We  see  no 
more  impropriety  in  sending  eight  hundred  inspired  men,  or  eight  thousand  to  vmte 
more  revelation,  than  in  sending  eight. 

Besides  these  eight  inspired  ^Vl•iters  of  the  first  century,  vast  numbers  of  others 
received  revelations  during  that  period,  such  as  the  prophet  Agabus,  the  four’  daugh- 
ters of  Philip,  and  the  numerous  prophets  among  the  Corinthians  and  other  chm’ches- 
Surely  the  Lord  was  not  very  pai’ticulai*  to  confine  the  spirit  of  revelation  to  two  or 
three  witnesses  ; neither  was  he  very  careful  not  to  have  the  same  things  incoi’porated. 
in  the  revelations  of  different  men. 

The  inspired  writings  of  the  first  century,  though  given  at  different  times,  and 
through  different  men,  reveal  the  same  gospel,  teach  the  same  law  of  righteoumess, 
and  declare  the  same  ordinances  ; yet  no  one  pretends  to  deny  the  usefulness  of  either 
or  any  of  these  inspired  writings,  because  the  same  gospel,  law,  and  ordina,nces  had 
previously  been  revealed  in  some  other  WTiting.  Each  of  these  insphed  wiiting^re 
considered  valuable,  because  they  contain,  not  a different  gospel  or  law,  but  different 
items  of  revelation  which  were  once  adapted  to  the  different  circumstances  of  indivi- 
duals and  chm’ches  to  whom  they  were  given.  These  ever  varying  items  of  revela- 
tion are  valuable,  not  as  a law  or  rule  for  the  chm’ch  in  these  days,  but  as  matters  of 
history.  The  revelation  to  Saul  of  Tarsus  to  “ arise  and  go  into  Damascus  ” — ^the 
revelation  to  Ananias  to  “ arise  and  go  into  the  street  that  is  called  Straight,  and 
enquire  in  the  house  of  Judas  for  one  called  Saul” — the  revelation  to  the  prophets 
in  the  church  at  Antioch  to  “ set  apart  Barnabas  and  Saul  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry ” — the  I’evelation  to  Saul  to  *^make  haste,  and  get  quickly  out  of  Jerusalem,’ 
for  the  Jews  would  not  receive  his  testimony,  and  numerous  other  hke  revelations,  ai’e 
valuable  as  matters  of  history  only ; for  no  one  will  have  the  absurdity  to  say  that  such 
revelations  are  binding  upon  any  one  else  excepting  the  persons  that  received  them. 
The  history  of  God’s  revelations,  ever  vai-ying  to  suit  circumstances,  is  an  encour^e- 
ment  for  the  Saints  in  the  nineteenth  century  to  seek  after  new  revelations,  like  the 
ancients,  which  shall  be  adapted  to  the  ever-varying  and  innumerable  circumstances 


4 


THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD. 


with  which  they  may  he  sun-ounded.  It  will  do  no  good  to  read  the  history  of  the 
angel  sending  Philip  into  the  south  country  to  preach,  unless  ministers  can  be  sent  by 
revelation  in  these  days  into  the  right  country  or  field  of  labour.  It  will  be  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  read  the  history  of  the  revelations  given  through  the  prophets  of  Antioch, 
relating  to  the  calling  and  ministry  of  Paul  and  Barnabas,  unless  there  are  prophets 
and  revelations  in  these  days  to  call  men  to  the  ministry  in  the  same  wav.  The  his- 
tory of  other  men’s  rwelations,  callings,  and  missions,  would  be  of  no  more  advantage 
to  us  than  the  history  of  a good  dinnei’  -wbuld  be  to  a hungry  man,  or  the  history  of 
the  miraculous  d^iVerance  of  the  three  Hebrew  children  from  the  fiery  furnace  would 
be  to  a man  perishing  in  the  flames:  - Callings  and  missions  in  the  nineteenth  century 
require  new  rp^lela“lioIlS  as  much  as  in  the  first  centui7..  The  history  of  others’  cal- 
lings, missioris,  and  duties,  under  certain  circumstances,  gives  no  knowledge  of  our 
callings,  missions,  and  duties  under  different  circumstances.  As  well  might  we  sayto 
a hungi'y  man  that  he  has  no  need  to  eat  yi  these  days,  as  to  say  to  the  Saints  they 
have  no  need  of  new  revelation  in  these  days.  If  a himgry  man  be  told  to  read  the 
history  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  on  which  others  feasted,  and  be  satisfied  therewith,  his 
appetite  would  be  greatly  increased,^nd-he  would  desii-e  to  eat  for  himself;  so  if  the 
Saint  who  is  hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteoiisness  be  told  to  read  the  history 
of  the  innumerable  revelations  given  to  the  ancient  Saints,  varied  to  suit  their  circum- 
stances, and  be  satisfied  therewith,  it  will  greatly  increase  his  desire  to  receive  revela- 
tion for  himself  suited  to  his  own  circumstances. 

“Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  every  word  of  God.”  This  cannot  mean 
every  w'ord  which  God  has  spoken  in  different  ages  ; for  it  would  be  impossible  to  live 
by  all  the  words  of  God  spoken  to  Noah — to  Abraham — to  Moses— to  the  prophets 
and  to  the  apostles.  Thousands  of  words  which  God  has  given  could  be  obeyed  only 
by  the  very  individuals  to  whom  they  were  given.  No  other  person  could  obey  them, 
hlan  is  to  live  by  every  word  of  God  contained  in  those  general  laws  which  are  given 
for  the  government  of  his  Idngdom  in  all  ages ; and  he  is  also  to  live  by  every  word 
which  shall  be  given  to  him  asan.mdividual.  In  the  latter  case  his  circumstances  may 
be  such  as  to  require  vast  numbers,  of  new  revelations  suited  to  his  condition.  These 
revelations,  no  doubt,  would  greatly  differ  fi-ora  any  that  wei’e  ever  before  given  to  man, 
or  from  any  that  w’ould  ever  afterwards  be  given.  No  two  individuals,  churches,  nations, 
or  generations,  are  in  the  same  condition ; not  even  one  individual  is  in  the^same  cir- 
cumstances in  any  two  successive  periods  of  his  life.  Consequently  there  is  no  period, 
nor  year,  nor  generation,  nor  age  wherein  new  revelations  are  not  needed  among  the 
people  of  God.  The  nature  and  chai*acter  of  the  laws  given  for  the  government  of 
adopted  citizens,  then,  are  not  only  those  vi-hich  are  binding  on  man  in  every  age,  but 
those  new  revelations  which  ai-e  given  directly  to  the  citizens  from  yeai-  to  year  during 
their  own  lives.  When  new  revelations  or  laws  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  a church 
or  people,  they  are  generally  communicated  through  the  prophets  or  other  inspired  offi- 
cers of  the  church.  When  they  are  given  to  suit  the  circumstances  of  an  individual, 
they  are  sometimes  communicated  through  an  inspired  officer,  as  in  the  cases  of  Samuel’s 
revelation  to  Saul — of  Nathan’s  to  Davdd,  and  numerous  other  instances  that  might  be 
naisfed  ; and  sometimes  they  are  ^ven  directly  to  the  individual  himself,  as  in  case 
of  the  revelation  to  Cornelius,  to  Philip,  to  the  shepherds,  to  the  wise  men  of  the  east, 
to  Anna,  to  Simeon,  and  to  great  numbers  of  others  mentioned  in  sacred  history. 

It  may  be  thought  by  some  that  a doctrine  of  continued  revelation  is  a dangerous 
doctrine,  calculated  to  deceive  and  mislead  weak-minded  persons  to  believe  in  anything 
and  eveiy  thing  pretending  to  be  revelations.  But  let  such  persons  reflect  that  God  is 
the  author  of  such  doctrine ; and  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  he  would  establish  con- 
tinued revelation  among  his  people  if  it  were  a dangerous  doctrine.  Can  the  wisest 
of  our  readers  point  out  a people  of  God  in  any  age  of  the  world  to  whom  he  did  not  give  ' 
continued  revelations  ? Has  God  ever  aclmowledged  anypeople  or  chui’chas  his  own  that 
did  not  receive  new  revelations  for  their  own  benefit  ? The  danger,  then,  is  all  on  the 
other  side.  The  man  who  does  not  believe  in  continued  revelation  among  the  people 
of  God,  is  alread.y  deceived  and  has  not  the  i*eligion  of  the  Bible.  By  rejecting  new 
revelation,  he  rejects  one  of  the  gi’eat  fundamental  principles  by  which  the  people  of 
God  in  all  ages  are  clearly  distinguished  from  every  other  people.  But  the  reader 
may  ask,  is  there  not  danger  of  being  deceived  by  false  revelation  ? We  I’eply,  yes ; 


THE  KINGDOM  OP  GOD. 


5 

feut  shall  we  reject  the  true  coin,  because  there  is  danger  of  being  deceived  with  the 
spurious  . Shall  we  reject  all  vegetable  food  because  some  v^etables  are  poisonous  ? 
Shall  we  reject  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  because  there  ai*e  many  false  spirits  abroad 
among  men  ? Shall  we  reject  the  'doctrine  of  salvation  through  Christ,  because  there 
have  been  many  false  christs  ? Shall  we  reject  new  revelations  from  God,  because 
there  have  been  many  false  ones  ? 

Every  faithful  upright  person  in  the  church  or-kingdom  of  ’God  enjoys  the  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  a sure  preventative'  against  all  deception*.  The  Holy  Spirit 
knows  all  things,  and  never  deceives  any  one.  Jesus  said  (see  Jolfir  xiv,  xv,  and  xvi, 
chapters),  “ The  comforter  which  is  the.  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will  send  in. 
my  name,  he  shall  teach  you  all  things,  diid  bring  all  things  to  your'remembrance, 
whatsoever  I have  said  unto  you.”  “ Howbeit,  when  he  the  Spirit  of  tmth  is  come. 
Tie  will  guide  you  into  all  truth : for  he  shall  not  speak  of  himself : but  whatsoever  he 
shall  heai-,  that  shall  he  speak  ; and  he  will  shew  you  things  to  come.  He  shall  glorify 
me  : for  he  shall  receive  of  mine,  and  shall  shew  it  unto  you.  All  things  that  the 
Father  hath  are  mine ; therefore  said  I,  that  he  shall  take  of  mine,  and  shall  shew  it 
v/nto  you.”  Perhaps  some  may  suppose  that  this  comforter  which  is  called  the  Holy 
Ghost,  was  only  to  be  given  to  the  apostles ; but  P’stCT-  said--to’  thousands  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost,  that  if  they  would  repent  and  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of  sins,  they 
should  “ receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  G-host;  ” and  then  to  shew  them  that  the  pro- 
mise of  this  gift  was  not  limited  to  a few  thousand  persons,  he  says,  in  the  next  sen- 
tence, “ For  the  promisj|i^unfb  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off, 
even  as  many  as  the  LorcPour  God  shall  call.”  This  passage  evidently  proves  that  the 
promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  a promise  universal  in  its  extent,  embracing  all  man- 
kind who  woiild  comply  with  the  conditions  of  repentance  and  baptism.  If,  then,  all 
mankind  can  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  where  is  the  danger  of  their  being  de- 
ceived by  false  revelations  ? No  where,  if  they  are  faithful  enough  to  retain  the 
Spirit.  He  shall  teachyou all  things.”  He  shall  guide  you  into  all  truth.”  Oh! 
how  easy  it  is  with  this  Spirit  to  detect  false  revelations,  and  to  be  guided  into  the 
truth  of  all  new  ones ! The  Spirit  knows  its  own  revelations  and  can  testify  of  them. 
Hence,  says  John,  in  one  of  his  epistles  directed  to  the  saints  generally,  “ The  anoint- 
ing which  ye  have  received  of  him-abideth  in  you,  andj^e  need  not  that  any  man 
teach  you  ; but  as  the  same  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  truth,  and 
is  no  lie;  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall  abide  in  him.”  (1  John,  ii.  chap.) 
This  “ anointing  ” evidehtly  means  the  promised  Spirit  which  aU  the  churches  of  the 
saints  enjoyed.  All  tha  saints  w’ere  taught  by  this  Spirit  in  all  things.  By  this 
Spirit  they  could  dete^Walse  apostl^,  false  prophets,  false  teachers,  false  spirits,  false 
doctrines,  and  false  revdations  -witboiit  the  least  difficulty. 

Paul  said,  that  “ eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the 
heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  But  God 
hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  his  Spirit ; for  the  Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea, 
the  deep  things  of  God.  Now  we  have  received  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but  the 
Spirit  which  is  of  God  ? that  we  might  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to 
us  of  God.”  “ But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God : for 
they  are  foolishness  unto  him : neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually 
discerned.  But  he  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  all  things.”  (1  Cor.  ii.  chap.)  Thus  we 
perceive  that  the  “ natural  man  cannot  know  the  things  of  the  Spirit  s”  therefore  he 
IS  liable  to  be  deceived,  and  to  embrace  false  revelations,  and  believe  a lie  ^d  be  damned, 
because  without  the  Spirit  he  is  unable  to  judge  whether  a revelation  is  from  God  or 
from  some  other  source.  Not  so  with  the  spiritual  man  ; he  judgeth  all  things,  and 
decides  by  the  spirit  between  error  and  truth.  Neither  the  eye,  the  ear,  nor  the  heart 
of  a natural  man  has  perceived  the  things  in  reserve  for  the  righteous ; but  the  spiiit- 
ual  man  has  a knowledge  of  them  by  revelation.  “ God  hath  revealed  them  unto 
"by  his  Spirit.”  The  Saints  find  out  “ the  deep  things  of  God  ” by  the  Spirit.  The 
faithful  Saints  or  the  elect  cannot  be  deceived ; for  the  Holy  Ghost  dwells  in  them  as 
a spiiit  of  constant  revelation,  teaching  them  all  things ; guiding  them  into  all  truth  ; 
shewing  them  things  to  come ; taking  of  the  things  of  the  Father  and  shewing  the 
same  unto  them  by  heavenly  visions  and  dreams,  and  revealing  the  deep  things  of  God 
such  as  no  natural  man  could  ever  see,  hear,  think  of,  or  know,  for  they  are  only 
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spmtually  discerned.  Thus  there  is  no  possibility  of  a person’s  ever  b^ng  deceived 
who  follows  the  teachings  and  revelations  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  revelations  given  by  the  Holy  Ghost ; by  the  voice  of  the  Lord ; by_the  mi-« 
nistry  of  angels ; by  visions  and  dreams,  and  by  the  inspired  officers  of  the  kingdom, 
are  the  land  of  laws  ordained  for  the  government  of  the  Saints.  By  such  laws  they 
have  been  governed  in  every  age  and  dispensation.  All  churches  who  have  not  faith 
to  obt^n  revelations  and  laws  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  are  not^  the 
churches  of  God.  Though  they  may  pretend  to  great  piety ; profess  to  be  Christians;' 
make  long  prayers ; preach  eloquent  sermons ; and  meet  together  every  Sabbath  day 
under  the  pretence  of  worshipping  God,  yet  if  they  have  not  faith  to  obtain  new 
revelations,  and  visions,  and  the  ministry  of  angels,  they  are  not  the  church  of  God, 
mid  are  deceiving  themselves  and  others  with  a false  and  delusive  religion ; a religion 
by  which  they  will  perish,  as  the  scripture  saith,  “ Where  there  is  no  vision  the 
feople  perish.’’  (Proverbs,  xxix.  18.) 

In  all  human  governments  there  is  a necessity  for  new  laws  to  be  given,  and  some- 
times in  gi-eat  abundance.  No  one  will  be  so  wild  as  to  say  that  the  laws  given  one 
thousand  yeai's  ago  to  England,  to  France,  and  to  the  various  nations  of  the  earth, 
have  been  strictly  applicable  to  the  infinite  variety  of  circumstances  in  which  they 
have  since  been  placed.  Eveiy  one  knoNVS  that  all  governments  would  soon  fall  into 
the  most  inextricable  confusion  should  new  laws  cease  to  be  given  only  for  the  short 
period  of  fifty  years.  Every  town,  city,  and  district,  of  any  extent,  pay  out  their 
thousands  annually  for  the  support  of  a law-making  departm^.  If  new  circumstances 
in  all  human  governments  are  constantly  calling  for  new  laws,  why  not  new  cir- 
cumstances in  God’s  government  also  reqmi-e  new  laws?  It  may,  perhaps,  be  argued 
that  human  laws  are  imperfect,  and  therefore  new  ones  are  given  5 but  that  God’s 
laws  being  perfect,  no  new  ones  are  necessary.  In  reply  to  this,  we  observe  that  in 
human  governments  new  laws  are  not  gener^ly  given  because  of  the  imperfections 
of  the  old  ones,  but  because  new  conditions  require  it.  New  laws  are  not  often  given 
instead  of  the  old  ones,  but  in  addition  to  them;  both  old  and  new  remaining  in  full 
force.  The  want  of  new  laws  would  be  equally  as  necessary  though  human  laws  were 
ever  so  perfect.  So  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  the  perfection  of  the  old  laws  does  not  in 
the  least  obviate  the  necessity  of  new  ones  as  new  circumstances  arise. 

In  all  human  governments  every  law  is  made  by  the  legal  law-m^ing  department^ 
or  else  it  is  of  no  force,  and  the  people  are  not  hound  by  it.  So  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  all  laws  must  come  from  the  Great  Law-giver,  or  else  they  are  of  no  force,  and 
the  people  are  under  no  obligations  to  obey  them.  If  any  body  of  unauthorized 
men  on  this  island,  were  to  write  out  a code  of  laws  for  the  government  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  who  would  be  so  lost  to  all  reason  and  common  sense  as  to 
suppose  such  laws  were  legal  and  valid?  Yet  there  are  millions  who  consider  them- 
selves under  obligations  to  believe  and  obey  the  uninspired  writings  in  the  " Thirty- 
nine  Articled’  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  in  the  various  creeds,  catechisms,  con- 
fessions of  faith,  and  disciplines  of  other  sects,  as  though  they  had  actually  come  afresh 
from  God.  The  vast  variety  of  creeds  and  articles  of  faith  now  in  the  world,  shews 
cleai'ly  that  manldnd  consider  that  they  have  need  of  more  rules  and  laws  besides  those 
given  in  ancient  days.  The  necessity  of  more  has  appeax’ed  so  obvious,  that  they  have 
concluded  to  have  more  at  all  hazai’ds.  To  obtain  more,  from  the  Great  King,  they 
suppose  is  entirely  out  of  the  question.  The  only  way,  in  their  estimatioii,  is  to  usurp 
the  place  of  God,  and  give  laws  to  .the  people  as  he  anciently  did.  To  obtain  laws  from 
the  legal  Law-giver  in  these  days,  they  assert  is  the  highest  blasphemy,  but  to  usurp 
authority  and  give  laws  and  articles  of  faith  in  God’s  stead,  they  consider  is  all  right. 
The  archbishops,  bishops,  and  whole  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England,  with  the  king 
at  their  head,  thinking  that  the  Lord  had  given  all  the  rules,  laws,  and  articles  of  faith 
in  the  Bible  which  he  ever  intended  to  give,  and  seeing  the  great  necessity  there  was 
for  more,  concluded  that  wheran  the  Lord  failed  in  supplying  the  present  wants  o£ 
their  church  they  would  make  it  up  out  of  the  superabundance  of  their  own  wisdom. 
The  first  rich  display  of  their  fruitful  imaginations  was  to  invent  an  entire  new 
kind  of  god,  which  no  former  generation  ever  thought  of.  A description  of  this 
god  they  have  given  in  their  first  article  of  Religion:  he  is  there  represented  to  be- 
« without  "body,  parts,  or  passions.”  Such  is  the  first  effort  of  this  great  body  of 
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leai-ned  divines  in  helping  the  Lord  make  articles  of  faith.  When  the  Lord 
made  ai-ticles  of  reli^on  in  old  times,  he  had  not  the  assistance  of  such  learned 
men ; perhaps  that  may  be  the  reason  that  this  bodiless,  passionless  god  of  modern 
times  was  not  then  discovered ! Oh ! what  dai’kness  the  world  would  have  been  in 
relative  to  this  god  without  parts”  if  these  modern  divines  had  suffered  the  God  of 
Israel  to  give  articles  of  religion  as  he  did  in  ancient  days!  Had  it  not  been  for  this 
learned  body,  the  world  never  would  have  known  that  the  whole  of  any  thing 
could  exist  without  “ parts  !” — they  never  would  have  known  the  difference  between 
this  newly  invented  god  and  the  God  of  Israel,  who  said  to  Moses,  “ thou  shalt  see 
wy  bach  parts.”  Exodus  xxxii.  23.  Let  the  Church  of  England  hush  aU  their 
fears,  for  their  god  can  neither  see,  hear,  nor  speak  ; they  never  need  be  afraid  that 
he  wll  give  them  new  revelations,  or  laws,  or  ai-ticles  of  religion,  or  interfere  in  any 
way  with  their  church  matters.  The  God  of  Israel  makes  ms  own  laws  and  articles 
of  religion  for  his  o'\vn  church  in  all  ages ; but  this  modern  god,  having  no  tongue, 
nor  mouth,  nor  any  other  ‘‘ pa/rts”  has  left  this  work  entirely  to  his  Right  Reverend 
Worshippers. 

Fifth. — The  character,  disposition,  and  qualifications  necessarp/or  every  citu 
een  to  possess. 

After  being  adopted  into  the  Idngdom  of  God  it  is  necessai’y  that  every  citizen 
should  cultivate  such  a character  and  disposition  as  shall  be  most  pleasing  to  their 
King.  Whenever  the  King  shall  give  them  advice  or  counsel  upon  any  subject,  they 
shomd,  without  any  hesitation,  adhere  strictly  to  that  advice  or  counsel.  It  is  a great 
thing  to  find  out  the  wim  of  God,  but  it  is  still  greater  to  do  it.  God  requires  the 
most  perfect  obedience  on  the  part  of  his  subjects.  We  may  not  always  discern  the 
end  or  result  of  doing  as  we  ai'e  commanded ; but  this  is  no  excuse  for  disobedience. 
Abraham  did  not  know  the  useful  result  the  Lord  had  in  view  in  commanding  biTn  to 
offer  up  his  son  Isaac  ; if  he  had  followed  the  dictates  of  his  own  natural  feelings 
or  affections,  he  never  would  have  attempted  to  comply  with  this  command ; it  was 
enough  for-him  to  understand  that  God  required  such  a sacrifice,  without  waiting  to 
he  informed  of  the  reason  why  he  required  it.  This  should  be  the  disposition  and  cha- 
racter of  every  child  of  God,  to  ^o  with  all  his  heart  and  do  whatever  the  Lord  re- 
quires, though  he  may  be  utterly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  purpose  which  God  may  wish 
to  accomplish  by  giving  such  commandment.  Does  a skiltol  general  reveal  to  all  his 
soldiers  all  his  purposes  and  designs  in  regard  to  the  enemy  ? No,  he  only  reveals 
unto  them  what  he  wishes  them  to  do,  while  the  result  of  their  obedience  is  oftentimes 
entirely  hidden  from  their  view.  If  soldiers  were  never  to  obey  until  they  understood 
the  useful  results  to  be  accomplished,  they  would  not  be  very  loyal  to  their  officers. 
How  many  there  are  among  manitind  that  would  be  delighted  to  obtain  a revelation 
of  God’s  will  concerning  themselves,  if  they  could  be  persuaded  that  he  would  . not 
reveal  any  thing  contrary  to  their  wishes.  They  would  be  veiy  sorry  to  get  a revela- 
tion “ to  sell  all  that  they  had  and  give  to  the  poor”  as  Jesus  told  the  yoimg  man 
3n  andent  days.  They  would  not  like  to  hear  “ a voice  from  heaven”  commanding 
them  to  come  out  of  Babylon,  or  to  leave  their  native  land,  tiieir  fine  fai’ms  and  splen- 
did mansions,  and  go  into  a strange  country  as  Abraham  did  : they  would  prefer  to 
receive  no  revelations  at  all,  rather  than  be  directed  to  make  such  sacrifices.  But 
not  so  with  good  faithful  citizens  of  the  kingdom  of  God  : they  wish  to  be  guided  by 
new  revelation  day  by  day,  and  year  by  year : they  delight  to  do  every  thing  that  the 
Lord  reveak  to  them,  believing  that  it  will  be  for  their  futm-e  happiness  and  well-being. 

It  is  not  every  one  tliat  crieth  Lord,  Lord,  that  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  but  it  is  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  the  Father.  Justification,  sanctification, 
purification,  and  glorification,  are  all  obtained  through  the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ 
hy  doing  the  will  of  the  Father*,  as  made  manifest  by  the  revelation  of  his  word.  Jesus 
prays  to  the  Father  thus, — “ Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth  ; thy  word  is  truth.** 
Reader,  do  you  desire  to  be  justified  from  all  your  sins  ? if  so,  obey  the  law  of  justifi- 
cation as  revealed  from  heaven,  and  your  sins  shall  all  be  blotted  out.  Do  you  desire 
to  be  sanctified  and  purified  from  all  unrighteous  and  unholy  desires  ? if  so,  seek 
to  obtain  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  new  revelation,  and  after  you  have  obtained  it, 
either  directly  to  yom’self,  or  through  others,  be  sure  and  obey  it,  and  you  shall  be 
made  pure  and  clean  j but  remember  that  after  the  word  of  the  Lord  has  come  unto 


$ 


THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD. 


you  and  his  will  is  revealed,  and  you  refuse  to  obey,  your  situation  will  be  much  worw 
than  those  to  whom  the  Lord  has  never  spoken.  “ He  that  inouieiA  his  master’s  will,” 
through  the  medium  of  new  revelation,  “and  doeth  it  not,  the  same  shall  be  beaten 
with  many  stripes ; but  he  that  knoweth  it  not,”  that  is,  has  never  been  favoured  with 
a message  or  revelation  from  his  master,  and  doeth  things  worthy  of  stripes,  shall  only 
be  beaten  with  few  sti-ipes.” 

■WTien  the  children  of  the  kingdom  pray,  let  them  be  careful  not  to  use  v^n  repeti- 
tions as  the  Church  of  England  do  in  their  “ Litany,”  for  they  repeat  the  same  thing 
over  again  on  every  Sunday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday : the  same  things  are  asked  for 
some  fifty  or  sixty  times  on  each  of  these  days ; so  that  in  fifty  yeai-s  each  member  of 
that  church  repeats  the  same  petition  something  like  four  hundred  thousand  times. 
The  faithful  Saints  will  avoid  all  such  %vicked  mockeiy,  for  it  is  vCTy  displeasing  to  the 
true  God  to  have  such  “ vain  repetitions  ” constantly  sounding  in  his  em’s  year  after 
year.  Where  is  there  a sensible  man  in  all  the  world  that  would  not  be  disgusted  with 
his  own  children,  or  with  any  other  persons,  who  should  constantly  annoy  him  by 
asking  for  the  same  thing  fifty'times  a day,  for  three  days  every  week,  and  follow  it  up 
year  after  yeai-?  Such  persons  would  be  counted  as  insane,  or  unfit  for  the  society  of 
rational  beings.  How  much  more,  then,  will  the  true  God  be  disgusted,  and  abhor 
such  nonsense  ? Any  being,  except  a bodiless,  passionless  nonentity,  would  treat  such 
worshippers  with  contempt,  and  consider  them  a nuisance  in  all  civilized  society. 

When  the  Saints  pray,  they  should  endeavour  to  find  out  what  they  want_  most, 
and  then  calmly,  simply,  and  honestly  ask  for  it,  with  an  expectation  of  receiving  iz ; 
for,  says  our  Saviour,  “ If  my  words  abide  in  you,  and  ye  abide  in  me,  ye  shall  ask 
what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you.”  t)o  not  think  that  you  will  be  heard 
for  much  speaking,  or  for  vain  repetitions.  If  you  fail  in  receiving  any  thing  that 
would  be  for  your  benefit,  or  any  thing  that  is  promised,  you  may  know  that  there  is 
some  cause  for  it : perhaps  you  may  not  have  been  as  faithful  as  you  ought;  the  fault, 
if  any,  must  be  in  yourself ; for  God’s  promises  are  sure.  Therefore  seek  to  find  out 
the  reason  why  your  prayer  is  not  answered,  and  remove  the  cause,  and  then  ask 
again,  and  if  all  is  right  on  your  part,  you  will  receive  an  answer.  Seek  not  to  ex- 
press your  desires  before  the  Lord  in  great  swelling  words,  to  be  prised  of  men  for 
your  eloquence,  neitha*  convert  your  voice  into  some  unnatural  tone;  but  end^vour 
to  speak  to  the  Lord  with  the  same  degree  of  sincerity  and  confidence  that  a child  has 
in  asking  its  parents  for  food.  When  you  desire  any  particular  blessing,  do  not  let 
your  mind  be  wandering  upon  hundreds  of  other  blessings  which  are  foreign  from  the 
one  which  you  more  earnestly  desire,  lest  your  faith  become  divided,  and  you  fail  of 
receiving  any  answer.  If  a great  multitude  of  things  are  asked  for  in  the  same  prayer, 
the  Saints  are  sometimes  apt  afterwards  to  forget  some  things  which  they  have  prayed 
for,  and  consequently  do  not  look  with  earnest  expectation  for  the  answer,  and  be- 
cause of  this  the  blessing  is  withheld. 

The  gi'eat  secret  in  obtaining  favors  from  God,  is  to  form,  modify,  and  cultivate 
such  chai*acters  and  dispositions  as  will  correspond  in  every  respect  with  the  teachings 
of  the  word  and  spirit  of  Christ.  Condescend  to  men  of  low  ^tate.  Despise  not  the 
poor  because  of  his  poverty ; and  when  you  prepare  a feast,  invite  in  “ the  poor,  the 
halt,  the  maimed,  and  blind;  for  they  cannot  recompense  you  again  in  this  life,  but 
you  shall  receive  your  recompense  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just.”  Feed  the  hungry 
— clothe  the  naked — administer  to  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  in  their  afflictions — 
visit  the  sick  Let  your  love  abound  unto  all  men  : endeavour  to  reclaim  men  from 
the  en’or  of  their  ways  by  telling  them  the  pleun  unvarnished  truth  in  meekness  and 
with  sobriety,  remembering  that  you  yourselves  were  once  in  gross  dai*kness,  because 
of  the  traditions  and  false  religions  with  which  you  were  surrounded ; therefore  have 
compassion  upon  the  millions  of  deluded  beings  who  have  deceived  themselves  with 
the  pomp  and  vain  show  of  modern  Christianity.  Be  upright  and  honest  before  all 
men.  Practice  virtue  and  holiness  continually.  Such  should  be  the  disposition  and 
character  of  all  the  children  of  God,  in  order  to  qualify  themselves  for  usefulness  in 
this  world,  and  to  inherit  eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come. 
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Three  important  subjects  relatire  to  the  kingdom  of  God^have  been  already-investi- 
gated in  Parts  I and  II.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 

Fourth— namely,  The  nature  and  character  of  the  laws  given  far  the  Government  of 
all  adopted  citizens. 

After  having  complied  with  the  rules  of  adoption,  mankind  are  considered  the  legal 
citizens  of  God’s  kingdom ; and  as  such,  they  are  required  to  obey  strictly  all  the  laws, 
ordinances,  statutes,  commands,  counsels,  and  words  of  the  Great  King ; and  in  all 
things  show  themselves  the  faithful,  honest,  and  loyal  subjects  of  his  government. 
That  the  citizens  of  the  kingdom  may  be  able  to  render  strict  obedience  to  its  laws, 
they  should  make  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  them,  and  thus  obey  under- 
standingly.  Persons  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  are  liable  to  be  deceived. 
They  may  suppose  themselves  obeying  the  law,  when,  in  fact,  they  are  only  complying 
with  some  vain  and  foolish  tradition  of  men.  They  are  in  constant  danger  of  trans- 
gressing laws  of  which  they  are  ignorant,  and  of  neglecting  to  observe  others  that  are 
of  importance. 

Millions  of  modem  Christians  say  they  take  the  Bible  as  their  “ rule  of  faith  and 
practice,” — that  the  Bible  is  their  law.  But  we  ask  what  part  of  the  Bible  is  the  law 
of  God  unto  man  in  this  age  ? Is  the  history  of  the  creation  a law  unto  any  one  ? 
Is  the  history  of  the  building  of  the  ark,  or  of  the  tower  of  Babel,  or  of  Solomon’s 
temple,  a law  or  “ rule  of  faith  and  practice  ” for  the  Saints  now  ? Is  the  history  of 
Abraham’s  travels — of  the  doings  of  Moses  and  Aaron — of  Israel’s  wanderings  in  the 
wilderness — of  the  wars  of  Israel  under  the  reign  of  their  judges  and  kings,  a law 
unto  succeeding  generations?  Is  the  history  of  Jesus  and  the  apostles  a law  binding 
upon  the  Saints  of  latter-days  ? Must  we  be  baptized  in  Jordan  because^  John  baptized 
tliere  ? Must  we  ride  upon  an  ass-colt  into  Jerusalem  because  Jesus  did  ? Must  we 
scourge  the  people  out  of  the  Jewish  temple  because  Jesus  thought  it  necessary  to  do 
80?  Must  we  build  up  churches  in  Rome,  in  Corinth,  in  Galatia,  or  in  any  other 
place,  because  the  new  testament  gives  the  history  of  such  events  ? Is  the  history  of 
any  of  the  events  recorded  in  either  the  Old  or  the  New  Testaments,  a law  unto  any  man 
now  living  ? No,  it  is  not.  The  historical  parts  of  the  Bible,  then,  are  not  intended 
to  govern  the  actions  of  modern  Christians. 

Let  us  now  inquire  if  all  the  laws,  ordinances,  and  commands  in  the  Bible  are  in- 
tended as  our  rule  of  faith  and  practice — as  a law  now  binding  upon  us  ? God  com- 
manded Adam  that  he  should  not  eat  of  the  tree  in  the  midst  of  tne  garden  of  Eden. 
Is  this  a law  unto  modern  Christians  ? No.  God  commanded  Noah  that  he  should 
build  an  ark  of  certain  dimensions,  and  of  a certain  kind  of  wood : that  he  should  talce 
into  the  ark  a certain  number  of  beasts  and  fowls.  Are  these  commands  binding  upon 
Christians  now  f Surely  not.  God  commanded  Abraham  to  leave  the  land  of  Chaldea 
and  go  into  a land  wherein  he  was  a stranger.  Must  modern  Christians  obey  this 
command  ? Abraham  was  commanded  to  offer  up  his  son  Isaac.  Is  this  a law  of 
God’s  kingdom  now  9 God  commanded  the  Israelites  to  leave  Egypt~to  walk  through 
the  Red  — to  pitch  their  tents  in  a certain  way — to  travel  in  a certain  order — to 
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build  a tabernacla  after  a certain  pattern  which  he  gave  them — to  oifer  various  animals 
and  fowls  as  sacrifices.  Are  these  commands,  laws,  or  ordinances  the  Saints’  “rule  of 
faith  and  practice  ” in  these  days  ? They  are  not.  God  commanded  the  tribes  of 
Israel  to  slay  both  men,  women,  and  children — old  and  young.  Must  the  Saints  in  all 
ages  be  governed  by  that  command  ? No.  God  commanded  Israel  to  encompass  the 
walls  of  Jericho  a certain  number  of  times,  blowing  upon  rams  horns.  Is  this  a law 
or  command  to  be  observed  now  ? Verily,  no.  Jesus  commanded  Peter  to  go 
and  catch  a fish  in  order  to  pay  taxes.  Is  this  command  in  force  yet  ? Jesus  com- 
manded the  apostles  to  tarry  in  Jerusalem  a certain  time,  until  they  were  qualified 
to  preach.  Must  all  other  Saints  wait  in  Jerusalem  for  a like  qualification  ? An  angel 
of  the  Lord  commanded  Philip  to  go  into  the  south  country ; another  angel  command- 
ed Cornelius  to  send  for  Peter : an  angel  commanded  Joseph,  the  husband  of  Mary,  to 
flee  into  Egypt,  and  after  tarrying  there  a certain  time,  an  angel  commanded  him  to 
return  ^ain  to  the  land  of  Israel.  "Will  any  one  pretend  to  say,  that  any  of  these 
commands  are  to  be  observed  now  ? There  are  many  thousands  of  laws,  commands, 
ordinances,  and  sayings,  like  the  foregoing,  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 
that  modem  Saints  cannot  obey ; indeed  it  would  be  the  height  of  delusion  and  a 
great  sin  to  undertake  to  obey  them  now.  Could  any  man  remain  guiltless,  and 
kill  little  infant  children  now  because  such  a command  was  given  to  Israel  ? No, 
they  could  not.  The  most  of  the  commands  and  ordinances  of  the  Bible  were  limited 
in  their  application,  and  were  never  intended  to  be  binding  upon  future  generations. 
Many  were  limited  to  single  individuals,  and  they  only  were  required  to  obey  them  ; 
and  when  once  obeyed,  they  were  no  longer  binding  upon  those  individuals  nor  any 
one  else.  Other  laws  in  the  Bible  were  given  to  govern  all  Israel  for  many  genera- 
tions ; yet  these  also  were  limited  to  Israel  and  were  never  intended  to  govern  Gentile 
Christians.  Most  of  the  commands  and  laws  in  the  Bible  were  given  according  to 
circumstances ; as  the  circumstances  were  constantly  changing,  so  the  commands 
and  laws  were  constantly  changing  to  suit  such  circumstances. 

The  moral  law,  however,  never  changes ; it  remains  the  same  throughout  all  dis- 
pensations and  ages.  The  Lord  commanded  Israel  saying,  “Thou  shalt  not  kill — 
thou  shalt  not  steal— thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery,”  &c.  These  laws,  with  many 
others,  never  were  intended  to  be  done  away ; but  wherever  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
established,  these  laws  exist  in  full  force  as  rules  of  faith  and  practice.  Many  of  the 
laws  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  and  of  Jesus  and  the  apostles,  were  moral  in  their 
nature,  and  never  were  intended  to  cease.  The  moral  law,  or  law  of  righteousness, 
has  been  revealed  anew  in  different  generations  and  to  numerous  individuals.  Once 
revealing  this  law  did  not  seem  sufficient,  hence  it  was  revealed  afresh,  and  over  and 
over  again  in  successive  generations.  Each  inspired  writer  received  nm  revelations 
upon  this  great  unchangeable  law ; and  in  addition  to  this,  each  in  his  turn  revealed 
thousands  of  commands,  laws,  and  ordinances  suited  to  the  conditions  and  circum- 
stances of  the  people,  which  never  were  binding  upon  any  but  the  individuals  who 
received  them,  and  to  whom  they  were  given. 

Connected  with  tlie  moral  law,  or  the  law  which  is  intended  to  regulate  the  moral 
actions  of  men,  there  are  certain  ordinances  which  are  intended  as  standing  ordinances 
in  the  kingdom,  such  for  example,  as  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  supper — the  laying  on 
of  hands  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  the  healing  of  the  sick — and  the'  anointing  with 
oil  for  the  same  purpose.  It  might  appear  to  some  as  superfluous  for  the  Lord  to  re- 
veal through  successive  prophets  and  inspired  men  the  same  things  which  he  had  pre- 
viously revealed  to  former  ages  ; but  when  we  reflect  upon  the  importance  of  being  go- 
verned by  righteous  laws,  and  upon  the  frailty  of  man  and  his  liability  to  forget  God  and 
his  law.s,'  we  need  not  be  surprised  at  this.  It  is  certain  that  inspired  men,  in  different 
ages,  have  vevealc>l  the  same  things  anew,  and  have  illustrated  them  in  a great  variety 
of  ways,  so  as  to  impress  the  importance  of  them  on  the  minds  of  men  ; as  for  example, 
how  often  mankind  have  been  commanded  through  inspired  men  to  worship  no  other 
god  but  the  true  and  living  God  ? How  often  have  they  been  commanded  through  in- 
spired men  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy  ? Many  of  the  laws  given  to  Moses  were  often 
repeated  again  in  the  inspired  writings  of  future  prophets.  Modern  Christians  suppose 
that  the  Bible  contains  sufficient  revelation,  to  save  man.  They  argue  “ that  the  law  of 
righteousness  is  clearly  revealed  in  that  Book,  and  that  more  revelation  would  be  super- 
fluous.” “ If  (say  they)  the  Bible  contain  the  gospel,  why  should  another  revelation  of 
the  gospel  he  given  ?’  It  is  smd,  “ if  another  gospel  be  revealed  it  must  be  false ; if  the 
same  gospel  be  revealed  it  is  useless,  for  we  already  have  it  in  ancient  revelations.” 
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■”  “loient  days  could  be  saved  by  what  was  re- 
™ tK™  1 ’ 1'“'?°  ’■'''“■““dm  wijl  suTe  mankind  in  these  days, " hence  they  sup- 

revelation  heiw"^*^  d^Jddl^dd  urged  by  modern  divines  against  new 

?v.  ® !>“'■  “rged  with  the  same  propriety 

IhdrJrmZ  7'"“  *e»i  examples,  the  antediluvian  world,  might  iZe'^used 

Se  sevS  fro mZSf  * "Z  'f ''“‘r-  “‘6“  Enoch, 

tne  seventh  trom  Adam,  had  sufficient  revelation  to  save  not  onlv  his  snirit  hut  his 

S ttVh:*^'  tjat  Enoch  knew  of  Christ,  and  pronhesll  S 
vast  execute  judgment,’^  &c. ; and  that  if,  through  the 

^ revelations  he  received,  he  could  be  translated,  body  and  spirit, 
UPW  revelations,  without 

*®  V Iiave  said,  do  you,  Noah,  pretend  to  dve  new' 

him?  revelations  enough  to  translate 

we  he  saved,  as  well  as  ho,  if  we  take  Enocli’s  revelations  as  oiu-  “rule 
° pS!*v  Pr^tJce  ? But,  say  the  new-revelation-denyers  of  modem  times, 
Enoch  s revelation  said  nothing  about  the  flood  and  the  ark ; it  was  therefore 
w S * ‘m  “T  gi'^en,  to  warn  the  people  of  these  events.” 

fn  ^ judgments  to  escape,  and  important  events 

w u ancient  prophets  have  said  nothing  ? And  will 

tW  mlv  necessary  to  make  known  these  unknown  events 

inSr?d  M Matthew  bad  been 

sSd^e^  iu^hW  f ® necessary  that  Mark,  Luke,  and  John 

shou.d  be  mspiied  to  wnte  the  same  gospel?  According  to  the  ai-guments  of  the 

frSseW  thf,  ^ revealed  the  same,  it  would 

be  useless,  theie  being  no  necessity  for  the  same  tiling  to  be  revealed  over  acain  If 

S ftZtr  1™  savemeu^vIy.SZiug 

John  Pad  Pet  r.m  ’'  /o^lohou  be  given?  Why  should  Mark,  Lake, 

SSent  M revelation,  after  Matthew  had  given 

sutftcient  to  sa\e  himself  and  others?  But,  says  the  false  teacher,  it  was  neccssarv 
that  by  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  every  word  should  he  established  and 
once  being  established  there  was  no  further  need  of  revelation  In  reffiy  we  say  if 

hm  m Tp  Sive  eight  writers  iusteS  of  tZ'  or 

three  ? We  see  no  more  impropnety  m sending  eight  hundred  inspired  men  or  eu/ht 
tho^and,  to  wnte_  more  revelation,  than  in  seu^g  eight  ^ ^ 

Besides  these  eight  inspired  writers  ofthe  first  century,  vast  numbers  of  others  re- 

Cf'pMlfrJSXo  **““  ‘’“Z  a!>»gl>ters 

Sy%“trrwa“sTony'& 

of liJZnTm^Z^^^  ““ 

writings  of  the  first  century,  though  given  at  different  times  and 
Sd&anTh?Ln“’  of  rigliteousness, 

Sanv  of  thSe  3 ; yet  no  one  pretends  to  deny  the  usefulness  of  eith®; 

or  any  ot  these  inspired  writings,  because  the  same  gospel,  law,  and  ordinances  had 
SSvrair?"*^"  .ome  other  writing.  EaA  ^ftW^m^pted  wridoTs  am 
r Jfi  * *^®^  ® different  gospel  or  law,  but  different 

Ss  circumstances  of  indivi- 

S f rf  ^ churches  to  whom  they  were  given.  These  ever-vaiying  items  of  revela- 
&?v  d4s,  butas  matters  of 

the  revelation  Tarsus  to  “ ame  and  go  into  Damascus  ”— 

SL«rJ  ??  t 90  into  the  street  that  is  called  Straight,  and 

in^the  church  ^^A  J^tdas /or  one  called  Saul"— the  revelation  to  the  prophets 
1 tp  set  apart  Barnabas  and  Sauito  the  work  of^e^min- 

fnr^iiA  revelation  to  Saul  to  “ medee  haste,  and  get  quickly  out  of  Jerusalem  ” 
would  not  receive  his  testimony,  and  numerous  other  like  revelations  are 
?SrioS  “f  J®''®  ^‘story  only ; for  no  one  will  have  the  absurdity  to  say  that  such 
The  histoJv  ®^®®’  excepting  the  persons  that  reedved  them. 

mentSTOp  4^?^-  levelations,  ever-varying  to  suit  circumstances,  is  an  eucourage- 
SSLS  revelations,  like  the 

iriSi  wMch  thev  to  the  ever-varying  and  innumemble  cireiunstaiices 

mtJi  ithich  they  may  be  surrounded.  It  will  do  no  good  to  read  the  history  of  tlie 
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anael  sending  Philip  into  the  south  country  to  preach,  unless  ministers  can  be  sent  ^ 
lerelalion  in  these  days  into  the  right  country  or  held  of  labour.  It  will  be 
vantage  to  read  the  history  of  the  revelMions  given  through  the 
relating  to  the  calling  and  ministry  of  Paul  and  Barnabas,  unless  there  aie  ^opne 
SSelationsta  these  days  to  call  men  to  the  ministry  in  the  same,  way.  The  his- 
tory of  other  men’s  revelations,  callings,  and  missions  would  be  of  no  more  advantag 
to  us  than  the  history  of  a good  dinner  would  he  to  a hungry  mam  or  the  histoiy  o 
the  miraculous  deliverance  of  the  three  Hebrew  children  from  the  Seiy  furnace  would 
be  to  a man  perishing  in  the  flames.  Callings  and 

reouire  new  revelations  as  much  as  in  the  first  century.  The  histopi  of  otheis  oall 
ings,  missions,  and  duties,  under  certain  cironmstanoos,  gives  no 
caVlings,  missions,  and  duties  under  different  circumstances.  "f ' 'Sf  g 

a hungry  man  that  he  has  no  need  to  eat  m these  days,  as  to  say  to  the  baints  they 
have  no  need  of  new  revelation  in  these  days.  If  “ ‘f'i*® 'l*  Ub 

history  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  on  which  others  feasted,  and  ,f  the 

appetite  would  be  greatly  increased,  and  he  would  desire  to  eat  M.torv 

Saint  who  is  hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteonsncss  he  •«“  *®  F®“* 
of  the  innnmeiaHe  reveioiions  given  to  the  ancieiit  saints,  vmed  to  smt  thar  circtim 
stances  and  be  satisfied  therewith,  it  would  greatly  increase  his  desire  to  receive  revela 
tion  for.Mmself  suited  to  his  own  ciroumslauces.  „ „ . „ nbis  muuot  mean 

“ Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  vierd  of  Bod.  This  cannot  mean 
every  word  which  God  his  spoken  in  different  ages ; for  it  would  be  'f  I’?®®’'’*®  ’"® 

hv  idl  the  words  of  God  spoken  to  Noah— to  Abraham— to  Moses— to  the  prophets, 
i to  the  apostles.  Thousands  of  words  which  God  has  given  could,  f®®  ^ 

W the  very  individuals  to  whom  they  were  .given.  No  other  person  eo«W  “'fJ 
Man  is  to  live  by  every  word  of  God  contained  in  those  general  laws  winch  are  given 
for  the  government  of  his  kingdom  in  all  ages;  and  he  is  also  to  live  bj 
which  sLll  bo  given  to  him  as  an  individual.  In  the  latter  case  his 
be  such  as  to  require  vast  numbers  of  new  revelations  suited  to  his  condition.  These 
revelations,  no  doubt,  would  greatly  differ  from  any  that  r®®.®”® ’;f°F®„S“ 
or  from  any  that  would  ever  afterwards  be  given,  h o two  mdmdua  s,  churches,  Mtions, 
or  generations,  are  in  the  same  condition  ; not  even  one  individual  is  in  tne  same  cir 
onmstances  in  any  two  soooessivo  periods  of  his  life.  *ere  is  M peno  ^ 

nor  year,  nor  generation,  nor  age,  wherein  new  revelations  are  not  needed  amon^g 
Mopirof  God.  The  nature  and  character  of  the  laws  given  for  the  government  of 
adopted  citizens,  then,  are  not  only  those  which  are  binding  on  man  m “Sih  but 
those  new  revelations  which  are  given  directly  to  the  citizens  from  year  to  year  dunng 
their  own  lives.  When  new  revelations  or  laws  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  a church 
or  people,  thev  are  generally  communicated  through  the  prophets  or  other  inspired  offi- 
cers of  thi  church.  When  they  ate  given  to  suit  the  circumstances  ol  an  individual, 
they  are  sometimes  communicated  through  an  inspired  officer,  as  m the  oases  of  Samuel  s 
revelation  to  Saul,  of  Nathan’s  to  David,  and  numerous  other  “??”®=® ‘b®* 
named;  and  sometimes  they  are  given  directly  to  the  individual  himself,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  revelation  to  Cornelius,  to  Philip,  to  the  shepherds,  to  the  wise  men  of  the  east, 
to  Anna,  to  Bimeon,  and  to  great  numbers  of  others  mentioned  in  sacred 
It  may  be  thought  by  some  that  a doctrine  of  continued  revelation  is  a 
dootrine,  calculated  to  deceive  and  mislead  weak-minded  persons  to  bebeve  m anything 
and  everything  pretending  to  he  revelations.  But  let  such  persons  reflect  feat  God  is 
the  aut^r  of  such  doctrine ; and  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  he  would  establish  con- 
tinued revelation  among  his  people  if  it  were  a dangerous  .dootime.  Can  the  wisest 
of  onr  readers  point  out  a people  of  God  in  any  age  of  the  world  to  whom  b®  a®*  ■“»  g;®® 
continued  revelations  ? Has  God  ever  acknowledged  any  people  or  church  as  b >s  ow“  that 
did  not  receive  new  revelations  for  their  own  benefit  f The  dimger,  then,  is  ail  on  ri  e 
other  side  The  man  who  does  not  believe  in  cottar, ued  raelaum  among  the  people 
of  God,  is  already  deceived,  and  has  not  the  religion  of  the  Eiblo.  By  rejecting  new 
revelation,  he  rejects  one  of  the  great  fundamental  prmeilflos  bP  jbich  ‘he  P®0Ple  “ 
God  in  all  ages  are  clearly  distinguished  from  every  other  people.  But  the  reader 
may  ask,  is  there  not  danger  of  being  deceived  by  false  revelation?  We  ‘bP'?;  J®®  ’ 
but  shall  we  reject  the  trul  coin,  because  there  is  danger  of  being  deceived  with  the 
spurious  ? Shall  wc  reject  all  vegetable  food  because  some  vegetables  are  poisonous  r 
Shall  we  reject  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  because  there  are  many  false  spints 
abroad  among  men?  Shall  we  reject  the  doctrine  of  salvation  through  Ghnst,  be- 
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cause  there  have  been  many  false  ohrists?  Shall  tve  reject  true  revelations  because 
there  have  been  many  false  ones.  , . , <•  oift  nf 

Every  fwthful  upright  person  in  the  church  or  kingdom  of  God 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  a sure  preventative  against  all  -ieception.  The  Holy  b^n 
knows  all  things,  and  never  deceives  anyone  Jesus  ™ s 

ohapter5,)“T&  comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  “ 

my  name,  he  shall  teach  ym.  all  thmgs  and  bring  all  things  to  7““' 
whatsoever  I have  said  un?o  yon.  ” “ Howbeit,  when  be  the  Spirit  of 
he  will  guide  you  mto  all  truth:  tor  he  shall  not  speak  of  himself; 
shall  hlar,  tlkt  shall  he  speak;  aud  he  mil  show  you  thmgs  “ 
me  • for  he  shall  receive  of  mine,  and  shall  shew  it  unto  you._  All  thinp  that  the 

therhath,are  mine;  therefore,  said  I,  that  he  rf?  eC° 

you  ” Pe;hans  some  may  suppose  that  this  comforter  which  is  called  the  Holy  Ghost, 
^s  only  ?o  he  given  to  th™ apostles  ; but  Peter  said  to  thousands  on  the  day  of 
Pemecoit,  that  i?  the,  would  repent  and  he  bapnsed  f”  •'■““"'■f *7 
should  ^‘receive  themft  of  (he  Holy  Ghoat”-,  and  then  to  show  them  that  the  pro- 
mised thrift  wasVot  Hmited  to  ^ few  thousand  persons,  he  says,  m the_nex^er. 


raise  of  this  gitt  was  not  iimueu  lo  a.  h.ivuoc..w.  ^ , 

tence  “ For  the  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  atar  ott, 
even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall  call.”  This  passage  evidently  proves  that  the 
promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  a promise  tmiveisal  in  its  ‘“‘“"'r  the”  Si 

kind  who  would  comply  with  the  conditions  ol  repentance  and  baptism.  If  then,  ^ 
mankind  can  receive  tht  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  where  is  the  danger  of  their  bmng  de- 
ceived by  false  revelations?  Nowhere,  if  the,  are  faithful  “»ugh  to  retain  the 
Spirit.  “Sc  shatt  teach  you  all  thmgs.  ’’  “ Ho  shall  guule  you  tuM  alltruA.  Oh  1 
hiw  easy  it  is  with  this  Spirit  to  detect  false  revelations,  and  “ 
truth  of  all  new  ones ! The  Spirit  knows  its  own  revelation.,  and  can  testify  of  them. 
Hence,  says  John,  in  one  of  his  epistles  directed  to  tho  saints  generally,  hhe 
ing  which  ye  have  received  of  him  abideth  in  you  and  “9 

Mh  you  ; but  as  the  same  amlnting  teaeheth  you  of  all  thiugs,  and  <,s 
is  no  lie  ; and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall  abide  in  him.  (1  Jh*™  m «hap.) 
This  “anointing”  evidently  means  the  promised  Spirit  which  all  the  churches  ot  th 
saints  enioyed.^  All  the  saints  were  taught  by  this  Spirit  in  all  things.  _ .^y  ^ 

Spirit  thCT^nld  detect  false  apostles,  false  prophete,  false  teachers,  false  spmts,  false 
doctrines,  and  false  revelations,  without  the  least  difficulty.  into  the 

Paul  said,  that  “ eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the 
heart  of  man  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  But  God 
hath  revealed  them  untom  by  his  Spirit:  forihe  Spvtt 

tliinas  of  God  ” ******  Now  we  have  received  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  hut  the 
Spint  which  is  of  God ; that  we  might  know  the  things  that  <^refreek 
*«•*«**  But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God . tor 
they  are  foolishness  unto  him  : neither  can  he  kmow_  them,  because  they  ^-e  spmtuaUy 
disLned.  Hut  he  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  all  things.  (1  ?'!? '1  B*“  he 

perceive  that  the  “uotaroi  man  comic!  know  the  Amgs  of  tho  j? 

is  liable  to  he  deceived,  and  to  embrace  false  revelations,  and  believe  aliemd  be  damned, 
because  without  the  Spirit  he  is  unable  to  judge  whether  LZ 

from  some  other  source.  Not  so  with  the  spiritual  "■»"  1 , 

decides  hv  the  Spirit  between  error  and  truth.  Neither  the  eye,  the  ear,  nor  tiie  Heart 
ofanatuLlma^has  perceived  the  things  in  reserve 

ual  man  has  a knowledge  of  them  by  revelation.  Gcd  icueoM  iinic  us 
by  his  Spirit.  ” The  Saints  find  out  “ the  deep  thmgs  of  God  by  the  Spirit.  1 he 
thithful  Saints  or  the  elect  cannot  he  deceived  1 Holy . 

a Snirit  of  constant  revelation,  teaching  them  all  things  ; guiffing  them  into  all  truth  . 
shS^them  Stags  to  comk;  takta|  of  the  thta»  of  the  Father  and  shewing  the 
same  nito  them  by  heavenly  visions  and  dreams,  ^for’^thev'iS  ot°v 

spiritually°iisSSS'.  SsXre  ■^SoTo^sibiUty  of^  person’s  ever  being  deceived 

istry  of  angels : by  visions  and  dreams,  and  by  the  aspired  officer  of  the  ki^dom, 
ar7the  kind  of  laws  ordained  for  the  government  of  the  Saints.  By  s«ch  la^  thev 
have  been  governed  in  every  age  and  dispensatoon.  “ 

to  obtain  revelations  and  laws  by  the  inspiration  of  the.  Holy  Ghost,  are  not  the 
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mak^lnT,?  ? ^ Though  they  may  pretend  to  great  piety ; profess  to  bs  Christians  ; 

sejmons;  and  meet  together  every  Sabbath-day 
revelLfi  j ^od,  yet  if  they  have  not  faith  to  obtain  neJ 

’ and  visions,  and  the  ministry  of  angels,  they  are  not  of  the  church  of  God, 
bv^whii  tT”^  -T  a false  and  delusive  religion  ; a religion 

In  ail  hum^  governments  there  is  a necessity  for  new  laws  to  be  given,  and  some- 
mies  m great  abundance  No  one  will  be  so  wild  as  to  say  that  thi  laws  given  one 
have*bS/®S<tP  Engand,  to  France,  and  to  the  various  nations  of  die  earth 
have  been  strictly  applicable  to  the  infinite  variety  of  circumstances  in  which  they 
thJmoJt  governments  would  soon  fall  into 

«f  flrP  effusion  should  new  laws  cease  to  be  given  only  for  the  short 

fhonsBn,1«  an^  ^it^'  district,  of  any  extent,  pay  out  their 

thousands  annually  for  the  support  of  a law-making  department.  If  new  circumstances 
governments  are  constantly  calling  for  new  laws,  why  not  new  ch- 
fw  w!  'f  ® government  also  require  new  laws  ? It  may,  perhaps,  be  argued 
wi  laws  are  imperfect,  and  therefore  new  ones  ai-e  given ; but  that  God’s 

peifect,  no  new  ones  are  necessary.  In  reply  to  this,  we  observe  that  in 
of  °®'^  ^*'®  generally  gii-en  because  of  the  imperfections 

14 because_  new  conditions  require  it.  New  laws  are  not  often  given 
^ ®?®®’  additim  to  them  ; both  old  and  new  remaining  in  full 

f.v«.v  c«  r,^  of  new  laws  would  be  equally  as  necessary  thougli  human  laws  were 

f^hrufo?  k • : .k  ■ ^i“gdom  of  God,  the  perfection  of  the  old  laws  does  not  in 

the  least  obviate  the  necessity  of  new  ones  as  new  circumstances  arise, 
or  is  made  by  the  legal  law-making  department, 

rv.?  II  I ^®''®®’  people  are  not  bound  by  it.  So  in  the  kingdom  of 

S/’-nfolii  come  from  the  Great  Law-giver,  or  else  they  ai-e  of  no  force,  and 

® 4 obligations  to  obey  them.  If  any  body  of  unauthorized 

rr.  a code  of  laws  for  the  government  of  the 

Britain,  who  would  be  so  lost  to  all  reason  and  common  sense  as  to 
,1^^?  ^ w’®  ^®^'®  millions  who  consider  tbem- 

>1  *®  r uninspired  writings  in  the  “ TJmtu- 

f of  England,  and  in  the  various  creeds,  catechisms,  con- 

n y ’ ^’^d  ^^sciphnes  of  other  sects,  as  though  they  had  actually  come  afresh 
variety  of  creeds  and  articles  of  faith  now  in  the  world,  shews 
Real  ly  that  mankind  consider  that  they  have  need  of  more  rules  and  laws  besides  those 
^^®  ”?®®®sity  of  more  has  appeared  so  obvious,  that  they  have 
Knn^i«f  f-  T®  l^azm-ds.  To  obtain  more  from  the  Great  King,  they 

thffil  nf  r ^ '^^®  ®“^y  ^^y’  estimation,  is  to  usurp 

Iht  fit  1 / Glod.  and  give  laws  to  the  people  as  he  anciently  did.  To  obtain  laws  from 
flVitbnritv  **^®y  *^®  highest  blasphemy,  but  to  usurp 

Of  faith  in  God’s  stead,  tliey  consider  is  all  riglut 
at  rbH,  wf  fv’  ^^^0^®  ®J««-gy  of  the  Church  of  England,  with  the  king 

ft  Sp  f^>at  the  Lord  had  given  all  the  rules,  laws,  and  articles  of  faith 

fer  m.S.  togive.and  seeing  the  great  necessity  there  was 

thfiftk  V wherem  the  Lord  failed  in  supplying  the  present  wants  of 

^eir  church  they  would  make  it  up  out  of  the  superabundance  of  their  own  wisdom. 
k;n4  ^4  display  of  iheir  fruitful  imaginations  was  to  invent  an  entirely  new 
fit  tki  5®“o^-a«on  ever  thought  of.  A description  of  this 

- aT  first  article  of  Religion : he  is  there  repreknted  to  he 

passions.’’  Such  is  the  first  effort  of  this  great  body  of 
^ ^“®^  helping  the  Lord  to  make  articles  of  faith.  When  the  Lord 

mfn®  fftw  fi®  fiad  not  the  assistance  of  such  learned 

Iff p«  ^ *^®  bodi/ess,  passionless  god  of  modern 

fn  Slafce  to  ,v  r.  '?“*  f^tiess  the  world  would  have  been 

IL  0^4  fr  . Without  “parts"  if  these  modern  divines  had  suffered 

Sen^fto  “‘d’'®  °f  religion  as  he  did  in  ancient  days  1 Had  it  not 

tKn/radd  I ttdrt'i  'TOuld  never  have  known  that  the  whole  of  any 

.weef,  S ™tl>out  >ar;s!"-they  would  never  have  known  the  difference  be- 
set my  bath  rariTs.  Bjodus  hxui.  23.  Let  the  Church  of  England  hash  all  their 
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fears, _ for  their  Godcaa  neither  see,  hear,  nor  speak;  they  never  need  be  afraid  that 
he  will  give  them  new  revelations,  or  laws,  or  articles  of  religion,  or  interfere  in  any 
way  wnth  their  church  matters.  The  God  of  Israel  makes  his  own  laws  and  articles 
of  religion  for  his  own  church  in  all  ages ; hut  this  modern  god,  having  no  tongue, 
nor  mouth,  nor  any  other  pants,"  has  left  this  work  entirely  to  his  Right  Reverend 
Worshippers. 

Fifth. — The  character,  disposition,  and  qualifications  necessary  for  every  citizen  to 
possses. 

'j-.  After  being.adopted  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  it  is  necessary  that  every  citizen  should 
cultivate  such  a character  and  disposition  as  shall  be  most  pleasing  to  their  King. 
Whenever  the  King  shall  give  them  advice  or  counsel  upon  any  subject  they  should 
without  any  hesitation,  adhere  strictly  to  that  advice  or  counsel.  It  is  a great  thing  to 
find  out  the  will  of  God,  but  it  is  still  greater  to  do  it.  God  requires  the  most  perfect 
obedience  on  the  part  of  his  subjects.  We  may  not  always  discern  the  end  or  result 
of  doing  as  we  are  commanded ; but  this  is  no  excuse  for  disobedience.  Abraham 
did  not  know  the  useful  result  the  Lord  bad  in  view  in  commanding  him  to  offer  up 
his  son  Isaac  ; if  he  had  followed  the  dictates  of  his  own  natural  feelings  or  affections 
he  never  would  have  attempted  to  comply  with  this  command ; it  was  enough  for  him 
to  understand  that  God  required  such  a sacrifice  without  waiting  to  be  informed  of 
the  reason  why  he  required  it.  This  should  be  the  disposition  and  character  of  every 
child  of  God,  to  go  with  ail  his  heart  and  do  whatever  the  Lord  requires,  though  he 
may  be  utterly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  purpose  which  God  may  wish  to  accomplish  by 
giving  such  commandment.  Does  a skilful  general- reveal  to'  all  his  soldiers  all  his 
purposes  and  designs  in  regard  to  the  enemy?  No,  he  only  reveals  unto  them 
what  he  wishes  them  to  do,  while  the  result  of  their  obedience  is  oftentimes  entirely 
hidden  from  their  view.  If  soldiers  were  never  to  obey  until  they  understood  the  use- 
ful results  to  be  accomplished,  they  would  not  be  very  loyal  to  their  officers.  How 
many  there  are  among  mankind  that  would  be  delighted  to  obtain  a revelation  of  God’s 
will  concerning  themselves,  if  they  could  be  persuaded  that  he  would  not  reveal  any 
thing  contrary  to_  their  wishes.  They  would  he  very  sorry  to  get  a revelation  “ to  sdl 
all  they  had,  and  give  to  the  poor,"  told  the  young  man  in  ancient  days.  They 

would  not  like  to  hear  “a  voice  from  heaven^’  commanding  them  to  come  out  of 
Babylon,  or  to  leave  their  native  land,  their  fine  farms  and  splendid  mansions,  and  go 
into  a strange  country  as  Abraham  did : they  would  prefer  to  receive  no  revelations  at 
all,  rather  than  be  directed  to  make  such  sacrifices.  But  not  so  with  good,  faithful 
citizens  of  the  kingdom  of  God  : they  wish  to  be  guided  by  new  revelation  day  by  day, 
and  year  by  year : they  delight  to  do  everything  that  the  Lord  reveals  to  them,  be- 
lieving that  it  will  be  for  their  future  happiness  and  well-being. 

It  is  not  every  one  that  crieth  Lord,  Lord,  that  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  but  it  is  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  the  Father.  Justification,  sanctification, 
purification,  and  glorification,  are  all  obtained  through  the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ, 
by  doing  the  will  of  the  Father,  as  made  manifest  by  the  revelation  of  his  word.  Jesus 
prays  to  the  father  thus, — Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth;  thy  word  is  truth." 
Reader,  do  you  desire  to  he  justified  from  all  your  sins  ? if  so,  obey  the  law  of  justifi- 
cation as  revealed  from  heaven,  and  your  sins  shall  ail  be  blotted  out.  Do  you 
desire  to  be_^  sanctified  and  purified  from  all  unrighteous  and  unholy  desires?  if  so, 
seek  to  obtain  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  new  revelation,  and  after  you  have  obtained  it, 
either  directly  to  yourself,  or  through  others,  he  sure  and  obey’ it,  and  you  shall  be 
made  pure  and  clean ; hut  remember  that  after  the  word  of  the  Lord  has  come  unto 
you  and  his  will  is  revealed,  and  you  refuse  to  obey,  your  situation  will  be  much  worse 
than  that  of  those  to  whom  the  Lord  has  never  spoken.  “ He  that  hnoweth  his  master’s 
will,”  through  the  medium  of  new  revelation,  “and  doeth  it  not,  the  same  shall  be  beaten 
with  many  stripes  ; but  he  that  knoweth  it  not,”  that  is,  has  never  been  favoured  with 
a message  or  revelation  from  his  master,  “and  doeth  things  worthy  of  stripes,  shall 
only  be  beaten  with  few  stripes.” 

_ When  the  children  of  the  kiiigdoin  pray,  let  them  be  careful  not  to  use  vain  repeti- 
tions as  the  Church  of  England  do  in  their  “ Litany,  " for  they  repeat  the  same  thing 
over  again  on^every  Sunday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  : the  same  things  are  asked  for 
some  fifty  or  sixty  times  on  each  of  these  days  ; so  that  in  fifty  years  each  member  of 
that  church  repeats  the  same  petition  something  like  four  hundred  thousand  times. 
The  faithful  Saints  will  avoid  all  such  wicked  mockery,  for  it  is  veiw  displeasing  to  the 
true  God  to  have  such  ‘'■vain  repetitions"  constantly  sounding  in  ^is  ears  year  after 
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ear  Where  is  there  a geusible  man  in  all  the  world  that  would  not  be  disgusted  with 
tisown  children,  or  with  any  other  person’s,  who  should  constantly  annoy  him  by 
asking  for  the  same  thing  fifty  times  a day,  for^three  >^ys  &yeiy  week^and^follow  it^ujj 


year  after  year  ? Such  persons  would  be  counted  as  insane,  or  unfit  for  the  society  of 
rational  bwngs.  How  much  more,  then,  will  the  true  God  be  disgusted,  and  abhor 
such  nonsense?  Any  being,  except  a.  bodiless,  passionless^  nonenft^,  would  treat  such 
worshippers  with  contempt,  and  consider  them  a nuisance  in  all  civihzed  society. 

When  the  Saints  pray,  they  should  endeavour  to  find  out  what  they  want  most,  ana 
then  calmly,  simply,  and  honestly  ask  for  it,  with  an  expectation  of  recemng  it.  For, 
savs  our  Saviour,  “It  my  words  abide  in  you,  and  ye  abide  in  me,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye 
will,  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you.”  1)0  not  think  that  you  will  be  heard  for  inucb 
speaking,  or  for  vain  repetitions;  if  you  fail  in  receiving  anything  that  would  be  for 
your  benefit,  or  any  thing  that  is  promised,  you  may  know  that  there  is  some  cause 
for  it : perhaps  you  may  not  have  been  as  faithful  as  you  ouglit ; the  fault  if  any  must 
he  in  yourself : for  God’s  promises  are  sure.  Therefore  seek  to  find  out  tbe  r^son  why 
your  prayer  is  not  answered,  and  remove  the  cause,  and  then  ask  again,  and  it  al  is 
right  on  your  part,  you  wiU  receive  an  answer.  Seek  not  to  express  your  desires  be- 
fore the  Lord  in  great  swelling  words,  to  be  praised  of  men  for  your  eloquence,  neither 
convert  your  voice  into  same  unnatural  tone  ; but  endeavour  to  speak  to  the  Lord  with 
the  same  degree  of  sincerity  and  confidence  that  a child  has  in  asking  its  parents  for 
food.  When  you  desire  any  particular  blessing,  do  not  let  your  mmd  be  wandering 
upon  hundreds  of  other  blessings,  which  are  foreign  from  the  one  which  you  more 
earnestly  desire,  lest  your  faith  become  divided,  and  you  fail  of  receiving  any  answer. 
If  a great  multitude  of  things  are  asked  for  in  the  same  prayer,  the  teamts  are 
sometimes  apt  afterwards  to  forget  some  things  which  they  have  prayed  for,  and  cons^ 
quently  do  not  look  with  earnest  expectation  for  the  answer,  and  because  of  this 
the  blessing  is  withheld.  ^ ^ 3 i..-  * 

The  great  secret  in  obtaining  favors  from  God,  is  to  form,  modify,  and  cultivate 
such  characters  and  dispositions  as  will  correspond  in  every  respect  with  the  teachings 
of  the  word  and  spirit  of  Christ.  Condescend  to  men  of  low  estate.  Despise  not  the 
poor  because  of  his  poverty  ; and  when  you  prepare  a feast,  invite  m “ the  poor,  die 
halt,  the  maimed,  and  blind-,  for  they  cannot  recompense  you  again  m this  life,  but 
you  shall  receive  your  recompense  at  the  resun'eotion  of  the  just.  - reed  the  hungry 
Clothe  the  naked -administer  to  the  widow  and  fatherless  in  their  afflictions— 
visit  the  sick,  Let  your  love  abound  unto  all  men : endeavour  to  reclaim  men  from 
the  error  of  their  ways  by  telling  them  the  plain  unvarnished  truth  in  meekness  and 
with  sobriety,  remembering  that  you  yourselves  were  once  in  gross  darkness  because 
of  the  traditions  and  false  religions  with  which  you  were  surrounded  - therefore  have 
compassion  upon  the  miUions  of  deluded  beings  who  have  deceived  themselves  with 
the  pomp  and  vain  show  of  modern  Christianity.  Be  upright  and  honest  before  all 
men.  Practise  virtue  and  holiness  continually.  Such  should  be  the  disposition  and 
character  of  all  the  children  of  God,  in  order  to  qualify  themselves  for  usefulnessm 
this  world,  and  to  inherit  eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come. 
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TAET  IV. 


BY  ORSON  PRATT. 

ONE  OP  THE  TWELVE  APOSTLES  OP  THE  CHOECH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  ( 


' LATTEK-DjIT  SJlINTS, 


In  the  preceding  parts  of  this  treatise,  we  have  already  illustrated  pimj  important 
subjects  relative  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  next  to  be  considered  in  the  order  of 
our  arrangement  is  the 

Namely,  2Vifi  rights,  •privileges,  and  blessings  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  in 

■ 'J'l’®  of  the  kingdom  of  God  are  entitled  by  promise  to  certain 

righte  and  privileges  which  are  not  granted  to  the  citizens  of  any  other  kingdom: 
All  the  children  of  the  Idngdom  have  the  right  of  offering  up  daily  petitions  to  the 
Jving.  1 ms  inestimable  right  or  privilege  is  one  with  which  the  citizens  of  other 
governments  are  not  favoured.  It  is-not  only  granted  as  a privilege,  but  it  is  also 
enjoined  as  a duty  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom,  to  plainly  make  known 
all  their  wants,  and  Represent  all  their  grievances  or  wrongs  which  they  may  have 
endured  from  the  citizens  of  other  governments.  Those  petitions  offered  in  righte- 
ousness, are  always  favourably  received ; and  the  blessings  asked  for  in  fiiith,  if  cal- 
culated to  benefit  the  petitioner,  ai-e  never  withheld. 

The  blessings  promised  to  the  children  of  the  kingdom  in  this  life,  are  wisdom, 
knowledge, JOY,  healings,  miracles,  tongues,  interpretations,  revelations,  visions,  dreams, 
the  ministry  ofangels,  prophesyings,  power  to  oast  out  devils,  powa-  against  deadly 
Kmth  vocoM  in  the  saiptures 

llany  thousands  of  sincere  honest  inquiras  have  been  exceedingly  anxious  to  know 
whether  they  were  really  in  the  kingdom  of  God  or  not.  This  is  an  inquiry  of  infi- 
nite importan^,  and  one  upon  which  none  should  rest  satisfied  short  of  a certain 
knowledge.  For  the  benefit  of  such  inquirers,  we  here  give  them  an  infallible  sio-n 
by  which  they  may  dways  know  the  kingdom  of  God  from  all  other  kingdoms, 
erever  the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  enj'oyed,  there  the  kingdom  of 
wherever  these  gifts  are  not  enjoyed,  there  the  kingdom  does  not  exist, 
lhat  believers  might  be  distinguished  from  unbelievers  throughout  all  the  world, 
Jesus  promised  certain  signs  to  the  former.  lie  said  unto  them,  “ These  signs  shall 
louow  them  that  believe : In  my  name  shall  they  cast  out  devils  5 they  shall  speak  with 
new  tongues ; they  shall  take  up  serpents ; and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  shall 
in  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover.  Mark  xvi.  17, 

o,  19.)  I his  promise  has  been  supposed  by  many  to  have  been  limited  to  the  apos- 
tles or  to  the  official  members  of  the  Church  of  ChVist ; but  it  will  be  perceived  from 
e context,  that  Jesus  made  this  promise  to  every  creature  throughout  all  the  world 
w 0 would  believe  the  gospel.  In  the  15th  verse,  He  commanded  the  apostles  to  “ go 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.”  In  the  16th  verse.  He 
baptized  believer,  and  damnation  to  every  unbeliever.  In 
xne  tnree  following  verses,  He  promises  miraculous  signs  to  the  believer.  The  pro- 
wuL.  unlimited  in  its  nature  as  the  promise  of  salvation. 

W here  the  one  ceases,  the  other  ceases  also.  Miraculous  signs  are  a part  of  the  gos- 
pel  plan,  as  much  as  the  remission  of  sins  or  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Ihe  gospel  plan  embraces  certain  commands  or  ordinances  to  be  believed  and 
obeyed,  and  certain  blessings  to  be  received.  To  limit  the  blessings  of  the  gospel 
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to  the  first  age  of  Christianity,  is  to  limit  the  gospel  to  that  age ; for  all  the  blessings, 
including  the  signs,  were  to  be  received  wherever  the  gospel  was  received. 

Nothing  can  be  more  erroneous  than  to  suppose  that  these  signs  were  merely  given 
to  establish  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and  that  when  that  was  once  estobhshed,  they 
were  no  longer  needed.  The  signs  are  as  much  included  in  the  system  of  Christianity, 
as  any  other  blessing  that  can  be  named.  If  the  signs  have  ceased,  tme  Christianity, 

•of  which  the  signs  are  a component  part,  has  ceased.  If  signs  have  established  the 
system  of  Christianity,  why  should  they,  as  a part  of  the  very  system  itself  cease  as 
unnecessary,  while  the  other  pai-t  of  the  svstem  remains  ? Why  not  the  wftow  system 
cease,  as  well  as  a partf  Why  tell  the  world  that  Christianity  was  established  by 
miraculous  signs,  and  then  declare,  that  as  soon  as  it  was  established,  of 

blessings  ceased?  If  it  be  established,  the  whole  system,  signs  and  all,  should  continue 
in  full  force,  as  long  as  there  is  a soul  on  the  earth  to  be  saved. 

If  so  great  a portion  of  the  gospel  blessings  were  intended  to  cease  as  unnecessary, 
is  it  not  exceedingly  strange  that  no  intimation  should  be  given  in  the  scriptures  W 
that  effect?  When  the  commands,  ordinances,  and  blessings  of  the  system  of  Christi- 
anity have  been  once  established  in  the  earth,  have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe, 
•without  the  least  shadow  of  a doubt,  that  they  are  intended  to  continue,  unless  some- 
thing to  the  contrary  is  intimated  in  the  word  of  God?  After  Jesus  had  promised 
•miraculous  signs  to  the  believers  in  all  the  world,  would  he  withhold  the  promised 
blessings  from  them  in  any  part  of  the  world,  or  in  any  age,  without  giving  some  rea- 
son for  not  fulfilling  his  promise  ? Every  believer  in  all  the  world,  and  in  evety  age, 
should  seek  after  the  miraculous  signs  with  as  much  confidence  and  assurance  he 
would  seek  after  any  other  promised  blessing,  until  Jesus  intimates  in  his  word  that 
he  no  longer  intends  bestowing  them  according  to  promise.  Until  our  Lord  declar^ 
that  he  will  no  longer  bestow  the  promised  signs  upon  believers,  every  church  who 
-are  not  in  possession  of  these  signs,  may  know  that  they  ai’e  not  true  believers,  lx 
true  believers  fail  in  receiving  the  promised  signs,  they  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  will  receive  the  promised  salvation.  Modern  Christians  who  do  not  enjoy  the 
-signs  of  believers,  cannot  expect  to  enjoy  the  salvation  of  believers. 

One  of  two  things  is  certainly  true,  either  modern  CSiristians  who  do  not  enjoy  the 
miraculous  signs,  are  not  true  believers,  or  else  Jesus  fails  on  his  part  to  fulfil  his  pro- 
mise. If  they  are  not  true  believers,  they  will  fail  of  salvation  ; if  Jesus  fails  on  his 
part  to  fulfil  one  promise,  what  confidence  have  they  to  suppose  that  ho  will  fulfil  the 
others  ? If  true  believers  learn  that  Jesus  withholds  one  promise  without  rendenng 
Any  reason  for  so  doing,  what  certainty  have  they  that  he  will  not  also  withhold  every 
other  promise?  They  can  have  no  certainty  at  all.  Nothing  sure  upon  which  to 
build  their  hopes  of  salvation.  If  one  promise  fails,  all  may  fail.  If  the  words  of  Je- 
sus are  not  fulfilled  in  one  thing,  this  is  calculated  to  destroy  all  confidence  m the  resfc 
of  his  sayings.  Therefore,  if  they  really  are  true  believers,  J esus  has  refused  to  fulfil 
his  promise,  and  give  them  the  signs  of  true  believers,  and  consequently  they  may 
pect  that  he  will  refuse  to  give  them  a glorious  resurrection  and  an  inheritance  in  his 

^ It  may  be  argued  that  Jesus  has  nowhere  in  his  ivovd  limited  the  promise  of  a glo- 
rious resurrection,  and  of  salvation  to  the  believers  who  should  live  in  the  first  age  ot 
•Christianity,  and  therefore,  these  promises  may  be  claimed,  in  all  successive  ages.  So, 
likewise,  it  may  be  argued  that,  as  Jesus  has  nowhere  in  his  word  limited  the  miracu- 
lous signs  to  the  believers  of  the  first  age  of  Christianity,  therefore  they  may  be  claimed 
by  believers  in  all  subsequent  ages,  as  long  as  the  earth  should  stand. 

Jesus  promised  both  the  salvation  and  the  signs  : both  were  promised  to  eveiy  crea- 
ture in  all  the  world  who  should  believe  the  gospel : both,  so  far  as  we  can  discover 
from  the  word  of  God,  were  intended  for  believers  of  all  future  generations.  Modem 
believers  assert  that  they  have  not  obtained  the  promised  signs.  Why,  then,  do  they 
•assert  that  they  shall  obtain  the  promised  salvation  ? Why  suppose  that  Jesus  will 
fulfil  one  promise,  when  he  fails  to  fulfil  the  other?  To  illustrate  this  subject,  we 
offer  the  following  parable : — , 

A certain  king,  great  and  powerful,  reigned  over  a numerous  and  happy  people. 
His  territories  were  situated  in  the  most  beautiful  and  delightful  portions  of  the  earth. 
The  land  abounded  with  the  most  valuable  treasm-es,  such  as  were  unknown  in  any 
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• other  country.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  order,  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness 
diffused  thi'oughout  all  his  dominions. 

At  a certain  time  the  king  sent  forth  ambassadors  among  all  nations,  to  invite  them 
to  become  subjects  of  his  government,  and  in  due  time  to  emigrate  to  his  happy 
.country.  These  ambassadors  were  invested  with  power  to  legally  administer  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  and  all  other  laws  and  ordinances  which  the  king  had  established  for 
•the  purpose  of  adopting  citizens  into  his  own  government.  And  the  king  said  unto 
them.  He  that  reeeivetn  you  and  becomes  an  adopted  citizen,  shall,  when  he  emigrates, 
receive  an  inheritance  in  my  dominions : but  he  that  is  not  adopted  shall  in  nowise 
enter  into  my  kingdom.  These  signs  or  tokens  shall  accompany  the  adopted  citizens  ; 
in  my  name  they  shall  carry  a costly  medal,  enstamped  with  the  great  seal  of  my  au- 
thority ; they  shall  wear  upon  one  of  their  fingers  a choice  jewel  from  my  own  domin- 
ions ; they  shall  have  a white  stone  upon  which  shall  be  engraved,  in  imknown  cha- 
racters, a new  name  known  only  to  themselves.  All  these  signs  or  tokens  shall 
.accompany  them. 

The  ambassadors  went  forth  as  they  were  directed,  and  many  thousands  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  received  the  ordinances  of  adoption  ; and  the  signs  or  tokens  of  their 
legal  citizenship  were  abundantly  manifested.  When  the  adopted  citizens  received 
the  promised  signs,  they  were  greatly  confirmed,  and  believed  with  much  assurance 
that  they  should,  after  emigration,  receive  the  promised  inheritance. 

In  process  of  time  a great  persecution  arose.  Many  of  these  adopted  citizens  were 
put  to  death.  _ Many  others  began,  through  carelessness,  to  lose  the  precious  signs  and 
tokens  of  their  citizenship.  At  length  persecution  began  to  abate,  and  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  king  was  received  more  favourably.  Many,  on  account  of  its  increasing 
popularity,  assumed  the  authority  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  the  ordl^ 
nances  of  adoption,  without  either  seeing  or  hearing  from  the  king.  For  fear  the 
people  would  question  their  authority,  they  flattered  them  with  the  idea  that  the  king 
would  no  longer  call  ambassadors  by  revealing  any  new  commissions,  and  that  the 
•whole  work  of  commissioning  and  authorizing  was  left  entirely  to  their  own  wisdom. 
But  it  was  soon  found  that  the  signs  and  tokens  of  citizenship  were  no  longer  granted, 
.although  many  petitioned  the  king  very  earnestly  to  send  them,  but  their  petitions 
were  unheeded.  The  reason  of  this  was,  because  no  one  was  authorized  from  the 
king  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  adopt  citizens  legally.  Therefore  the 
king  would  not  give  the  tokens  of  citizenship.  But  these  unauthorized  usurpers,  who 
had  already  made  the  people  believe  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  receive  a commission 
by  any  new  revelation,  next  actually  persuaded  the  people  to  believe  that  the  signs  and 
tokens  of  citizenship  were  also  unnecessary.  Popularity  and  age  soon  established 
these  false  traditions,  insomuch  that  the  people  almost  universally  believed,  in  direct 
•opposition  to  the  promise  of  the  king,  that  the  signs  of  citizenship  were  unnecessary. 

They  continued  to  emigrate  in  great  numbei-s  as  -was  supposed  to  the  promised 
land,  where  it  was  expected  they  would  receive  the  promised  inhei-itance.  But  as  it 
was  absurd,  according  to  Iheir  traditions,  to  expect  any  communication  from  that 
land,  they  could  not  tell  whether  the  emigrants  were  permitted  to  enter  into  the  king- 
dom and  receive  their  inheritance  or  not.  Now  the  king  was  very  angry  with  those 
who  had  usurped  authority,  and  had  administered  the  laws  of  adoption  without  being 
sent.  He  was  also  very  angry  with  the  people  who  had  suffered  themselves  to  be  so 
grossly  imposed  upon,  as  to  suppose  that  any  could  be  sent  without  some  communi- 
cation from  him.  He,  therefore,  wltheld  from  them  the  promised  signs  and  also  the 
promised  inheritance,  for  none  of  them  had  been  legally  adopted.  Though  they 
obtained  none  of  the  tokens  or  signs,  yet  they  vainly  flattered  themselves  that  they 
should  get  the  inheritance.  But  as  many  as  were  found  who  had  been  deceived,  and 
had  not  the  promised  signs  of  citizenship,  were  taken  and  bound  as  enemies  and 
aliens,  and  cast  into  their  own  place ; and  great  misery  prevailed  among  them— 
weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

And  ^ter  a long  time  had  passed  away,  the  king  sent  forth  from  his  dominions 
strong,  clothed  with  great  power  ; and  many  other  messengers  were 
called  and  sent  even  according  to  the  first  pattern.  And  they  were  commanded  to 
p unto  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue,  and  people,  and  to  call  upon  all  men  to  come 
forth  and  be  legally  adopted,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  from  such  as  u'ere 
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authorized  to  admimstcr  it,  and  from  their  hands  to  receive  the  ordinances  of  rfoptiom 
And  the  kin?  a^ain  renewed  his  promise,  and  said  that  the  signs  and  tokens  or  citizen- 
ship  should  Iram  be  enjojed,  and  such  should  receive  the  promised  inheritance.  ^ 

How  these  messengers  went  forth  according  to  the  commandments  of  the  king, 
and  those  who  received  them  were  blessed  with  the  signs,  and  had  much  assurance. 
Ifow  these  unauthorized  usurpers  who  pretended  to  be  the  servante  of  the  king, 

-tiose  whom  they  had  deceived,  when  they  saw  the  signs  and  tokens  of  citizenship 
airain  made  manifest,  were  exceedingly  angry,  and  sent  forth  all  manner  of  wicked 
accusations  and  lies  against  the  king^s  messengers,  and  those  who  had  received  them  ; 
and  by  these  wicked  means  the  people  were  stirred  up  to  greatly  persecute  them, 
•destroying  many,  and  driving  others  from  place  to  place,  and  from  city  to  city.  At 
length  they  were  driven  forth  a great  distance  from  among  the  nations;  and  there 
they  were  nourished  until  they  became  exceedingly  strong:  the  king  himself  greatly- 
strengthened  them  by  additional  tokens  of  his  goodne^.  , . , , • j j 

The  king’s  messengers,  notwithstanding  the  cruelties  which  they  received  irom 
-the  neople,  continued  to  go  from  nation  to  nation,  and  the  signs  and  tokens  ot  citizen- 
ship be^  to  shine  forth  with  greater  brilliancy,  which  enraged  the  jiretended 
citizens  who  had  not  these  tokens  still  more;  and  they  gathered  together  m rnulti- 
tudes  upon  aU  the  face  of  the  earth  to  fight  against  those  who  h^  the  signs  of  citi- 
aenshipf  In  process  of  time,  after  passing  through  many  tribulations,  the  lawiid 
heirs  went  out  from  among  the  nations  with  power  and  great  glory,  and  gathOTed 
themselves  in  one.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  they  built  a great  city  unto  the  lung, 
and  he  came  with  all  the  mighty  ones  of  his  dominions,  and  dwelt  among  them ; and 
those  who  had  fought  against  his  messengers  perished ; and  all  the  earth  came  under 
the  dominion  of  the  great  king.  , „ , . , . t 

Let  us  now  examine  the  use  or  benefit  of  these  miraculous  signs.  Jesus  said, 
« These  signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe.”  If  they  were  to  be  of  no  partiwlar 
use  or  benefit  to  the  believer,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  Jesus  would  have 
promised  them.  Modem  Christendom  asserts  that  these  signs  were  gwen,  not  so 
much  for  the  benefit  of  believers,  as  for  the  convincing  of  unbelievers.  The  servants 
«f  God,  it  is  said,  wrought  signs  and  wonders  to  est^lish  the  divine  authenticity  ot 
their  calling  and  message.  Signs  followed,  they  assert,  that  all  people  might  know- 
believers  from  unbeUevers— the  true  church  from  every  other  church. 

If  these  signs,  as  modern  divines  suppose,  wei-e  given  for  these  purposes,  men  we 
ask.  Why  should  they  be  done  away  in  succeeding  ages,  when  there  were  rnilUons  of 
unbelievers  upon  the  earth  ? How  are  people  to  determine  at  the  present  day  which 
among  all  the  modern  churches  is  the  Church  of  Christ?  How  shall  they  know 
believers  from  unbelievers  ? or  the  ministers  of  Christ  from  deceivers  or  impostors  . 
We  can  distinguish  them  now,  says  modem  Christendom,  by  the  word  ot  God.  J5ut 
the  word  of  God  says,  “ signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe.  And  as  they  deny 
signs  in  these  days,  the  word  of  God  would  at  once  condemn  them  all  as  unbelievers. 
I^t  anv  of  the  Papists  or  Protestant  sects  can  prove,  by  the  word  oi  God,  to  the 
unbelieving  world,  that  they  are  the  true  church — that  their  ministry  is  authorized  of 
God,  and  that  they  are  true  believers  in  Christ.  The  word  of  God  condemns  them, 
all,  because  they  have  not  the  signs  which  Jesus  said  should  follow  the  believers. 

The  Protestants  denounce  the  Catholics  as  the  Mother  of  Harlots— the  most 
■wicked  and  corrupt  power  on  the  earth.  The  Catholics  denounce  the  Prot^tante  ^ 
heretics  and  apostates  from  the  true  church.  The  word  of  God  denounces  them  both 
as  unbelievers,  because  they  lack  the  signs.  The  infidel  world  denounces  the  word 
of  God,  because  miraculous  agns  follow  neither  Catholics  nor  Protestants,  who  pre- 
tend to  be  believers.  The  sincere  inquirer  is  almost  distracted,  because  he  is  m 
great  doubt  whether  to  believe  in  Catholics,  Protestants,  Infideli^,  or  the  Word  of 
God.  If  signs  then  were  given  to  distinguish  the  ministers  of  Christ  from  impos- 
tors, surely  the  present  generation  need  them  if  ever  they  were  needed. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  conflicting  opinions,  the  humble  servant  oi  God  come* 
forth  and  boldly  declares  that  no  church  can  be  ^ the  true  church,  unless  they  ob^ 
the  words  of  Christ,  and  enjoy  the  signs  of  believers.  He  testifies  with  authOTity 
that  all  the  promises  of  Jesus  wUl  be  fulfiUed  while  there  is  one  believer  upon  the  tace 
of  tile  eaxth  to  be  perfected  and  saved.  He  testifies  that  all  who  deny  that  signs 
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will  follow  them  that  believe,  are  xmbelievers,  who,  according  to  the  words  of  Christ 
roust  be  damned. 

It  is  very  evident  however,  that  these  signs  were  not  given  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  ranvincing  unbelievers.  « In  my  name,”  says  Jesus,  « they  shall  cast  out  devils:* 
Although  this  power  might,  in  certain  cases  convince  the  unbelieving  world,  yet  it 
is  by  no  means  to  be  supposed  that  this  was  the  principal  design.  Devils  and  uncleaa 
^irits  frequently  took  possession  of  the  human  tabernacle,  tormenting  individuals 
in  various  ways.  Jesus  promised  believers  that  they,  in  his  name,  should  cast  them 
out.  Now  one  object  which  J esus  had  in  view  in  granting  this  power,  was  to  benefit} 
the  one  possessed.  Another  object  was  to  confirm  the  bdiever,  that  they  by  having- 
power  over  thedevfi  in  this  life,  might  be  more  fully  assured  that  they  should  obtain 
a complete  victory  and  final  triumph  over  him  in  the  world  to  come.  That  person 
•who  cannot  obtain  power  in  the  name  of  Jesus  to  cast  out  devils  in  this  life,  has  great- 
reason  to  fear  lest  the  devil  shall  obtain  power  over  him  in  the  next  life.  What  as- 
surance has  any  one  that  he  shall  obtain  a complete  salvation  from  the  power  of  the 
devil,  when  his  spirit  shalUeave  the  body,  if  he  cannot  claim  the  promise  of  Jesus,  and 
cast  him  out  while  his  spirit  dwells  in  the  body  ? One  of  the  purposes  then  whidi 
Jes^  had  in  view  in  bestowing  this  blessing,  was  that  believers  might  learn  to  prevail 
against  the  devil  before  they  should  enter  the  invisible  world  of  spirits.  And  another 
purpose,  as  we  have  already  named,  was  to  deliver  the  unhappy  demoniac  from  his  mi- 
serable and  wretched  condition,  andset  him  free  from  the  grasp  of  this  awful  monster. 

Now  both  of  these  purposes  ^e  just  as  essential  for  the  good  of  mankind  in  this 
age  as  in  the  first  age  of  Christianity.  It  would  be  equally  as  essential  for  a man  who 
•ss  po^essed  of  devils  in  this  age  to  be  liberated,  as  it  was  in  any  foi-mer  age.  And  ifc 
would  also  be  equally  as  essential  that  a believer  should  learn  to  command  the  devil 
in  the  name  of  J esus,  that  he  might  obtain  a complete  victory  ovPr  him  in  all  things, 
as  it  was  for  ancient  believers.  Therefore,  as  there  is  no  Scripture  to  do  away  tSis 
promise,  nor  any  reason  to  prove  it  unnecessary,  it  must  be  intended  for  believers  of 
;aU  ages  until  the  devil  is  bound. 

« They  shall  speak  in  new  tongues.”  The  benefit  of  this  miraculous  sign  is  obvi- 
ous to  every  one.  If  a servant  of  God  were  under  the  necessity  of  acquiring  in  th# 
^dmary  way  a knowledge  of  languages,  a large  portion  of  his  time  would  be  unpro- 
fitably  occupied.  While  he  was  spending  yeai*s  to  learn  the  language  of  a people  W- 
ficiently  accurate  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  unto  them,  thousands  would 
if  want  of  the  knowledge.  If  he  could  be  endowed  immediately  by 

the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  speak  in  any  language  necessary,  how  much  laborious 
study  would  be  avoided ; how  much  time  would  be  saved  that  could  be  occupied  more 
usefully  in  the  spread  of  the  gospel ; how  much  more  accurately  would  principles  be 
expressed,  when,  not  only  the  ideas,  but  the  language  itself  is  given  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  How  vastly  superior  is  God’s  plan  of  qualifying  his  servants  to  preach  ia 
different  languages  and  tongues,  to  the  plans  adopted  by  modem  divines ! The  ser- 
^t  of  God  is  qualified  in  a moment,  as  it  were,  to  preach  by  the  inspiration  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  m the  language  of  any  people  to  whom  he  may  be  sent ; whUe  modem 
divines  will  throw  away  years  in  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  a language ; and  when 
they  have_  acquired  it,  they  cannot  preach  in  it  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost* 
hut  are  still  dependent  upon  their  own  learning  and  wisdom. 

In  one  day  die  unlearned  fishermen  of  Galilee  acquired  a more  extensive  qualifica- 
tion for  preaching  in  the  different  languages  of  the  earth,  than  all  the  various  grades 
^d  ranks  of  clergymen  who  have  disgraced  the  name  of  Christianity  on  the  eastern 
•h^sphere  for  the  l^t  seventeen  centuries.  The  gift  of  tongues  was  not  confined  to 
the  ministers  of  Christ  alone,  but  it  was  bestowed  liberally  upon  the  private  members 
« the  church.  Indeed,  it  was  one  of  the  signs  promised  to  believers  throughout  all 

world.  As  soon  as  Paul  baptized  the  Ephesians,  he  laid  his  hands  upon  them  and 
toey  received  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  immediately  spake  with  tongues  and  prophesied. 
(_feee  Acts  xix.  6.)  When  the  household  of  Cornelius  received  the  Holy  Spirit,  they 
also  spake  with  tongues  and  glorified  God.  (See  Acts  x.  46.)  The  Corinthian  cbur^ 
gift.  (See  1 Cor.  xii.,  xiii.,  and  xiv.  chapters.) 

mat  tne  prmcipal  use  of  this  ^t  was  to  preach  the  gospel  to  people  of  different 
tongues  and  .languages  we  presume  no  one  ■will  deny.  And  1diat  there  was  anothesr 
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benefit  derived  through  the  medium  of  this  is  also  evident.  ^The  members  of  the  ■ 
church  were  confijTned  and  strengthened  in  their  f^th  by  the  enjoyment  of  this  gift.- 
Jesus  had  promised  this  miraculous  sign,  among  many  others,  to  believers;  if  they 
failed  to  receive  the  blessings,  they  would  have  had  reason  to  doubt  wheth^*  they 
were  true  believers ; but  when  they  received  new  tongues,  tc^ether  with  ^ 
promised  blessings,  they  were  no  longer  in  doubt,  but  were  assmed,  not  only  or  the 
truth  of  the  doctrine,  but  that  they  themselves  were  accepted  of  _6od.  . , « . 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  gift  are  as  essential  m t^s  age,  as  m the  tirst 
a^e  of  Christianity.  It  is  as  necessary  that  people  of  different  l^guages  should  hear- 
the  gospel  now,  as  in  early  a^es.  It  is  also  as  important  that  behevers  should  be  con-- 
firmed  by  this  gift  now,  as  it  ever  was.  Therefore,  as  there  is  no  scnptiue  to  limit 
this  ffift  to  the  early  Christians,  and  no  reason  why  believers  should  not  enjoy  it  iw, 
we  are  compelled  to  admit  that  this  promise  of  Jesus  is  in  full  force  yet,  and  that 
whenever  and  wherever  we  find  a church  of  true  bdievers  in  Christ,  there  we  shall 
also  find  the  signs  of  behevers.  And  as  the  gift  of  tongues  is  among  the  apostete  - 

churches  now  on  the  earth,  we  are  compelled  by  the  word  of  God  to  considei  them 
all  unbehevers.  Indeed,  they  cannot  be  behevers  5 for  if  they  were  they  could  speak; 
with  new  tongues,  as  Jesus  promised.  , „ 

« Then  shall  take  up  serpents,  or  if  they  drvnk  any  deadly  thing  it  shall  not 
hurt  them.’’  This  promise  of  our  Great  Redeemer  was  also  made  to  every  cr^ture 
in  all  the  world  who  should  believe  the  gospel.  The  use  of  this  miraculous  gilt  was 
to  preserve  hfe,  in  case  any  believer  should  accidentally  be  bitten  by  a poisonous  ser- 
pent as  Paul  was ; (see  Acts  xxviii. ;)  or  should  unintentionally  swallow  a d^dlypoi- 
£n,  as  the  sons  of  the  prophets  did ; (see  2 Kings  iv).  Jesus  promised  Jat  it  should  n^ 
hurt  them.  When  the  Israehtes  were  bitten  by  poisonous  serpente,  they  were  healed 
hv  simply  looking  at  a brazen  seipent  which  the  Lord  commanded  Moses  to  rmse  up 
in  the  wilderness ; so  the  believers  in  Christ  can  prevail  against  dea^y  poisons  by  sim- 
ply looking  to  him  in  faith ; for  Jesus  cannot  fail  to  fulfil  his  promise  U)  the  behever. 
^ « They  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  re.cover.  This  also  is  one  ot 
the  signs  of  believers.  Sickness  is  a very  prevalent  calamity  among  the  mhabit^ts  ot 
our  fallen  world.  Any  medical  discoveries  that  will  benefit  the  sick,  are  considered 
of  inestimable  value.  Medicines  are  valued  in  proportion  to  their  uselulne^.  Some 
anedicines  are  useful  in  one  disease,  but  of  no  benefit  in  any  other ; some  will  conquer 
a disease,  but,  at  the  same  time,  wiU  leave  a lasting  injury  upon  the  human  constitu- 
tion Others  have  a more  salutary  effect;  and  are  beneficial  m numerous  disea^s; 
such,  when  their  beneficial  tendencies  are  thoroughly  understood,  are  generally  prized 
in  preference  to  those  of  an  inferior  quality.  , . , , i.-  i.  • 

One  of  the  most  simple  and  harmless  prescriptions  for  the  sick,  and  one  which  is 
a certmn  cure  for  diseases  and  plagues  of  every  description— is  that  prescribed  by  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  physicians  that  ever  lived  among  m^.  The  prescnpti^w 

rimply  this— « THEY  SHALL  LAY  HANDS  UPON  THE  SICK,  AND  TipY 
f^HATiTi  RECOVER.”  There  is  no  disease  so  violent  in  its  nature— so  deadly  in 
its  operations,  but  what  this  remedy,  when  properly  attended  to,  will  effect  a complete 
ouref  without  in  the  least  injuring  the  human  system  like  many  o*er  prescriptions* 
This  remedy  is  infinitely  superior  to  all  others,  fii-st  because  of  its  universal  apjfiication 
to  all  disease,  plagues,  and  pestfiences;  secondly,  because  of  the  certainty  with  which 
it  removes  pain  and  every  cause  of  disease;  thirdly,  because  of  the  expeditio-us  and 
immediate  reUef  which  it  affords  the  patient ; fourthly,  becau^  it  does  not  prostrate 
the  human  system,  and  injure  the  constitution  like  many  other  powerful  prescrip- 
tions, which  frequently  terminate  in  the  worst  of  consequences ; fifthly,  because  it 
can  be  obtained  without  money,  or  price,  being  within  the  re^h  ophe  poor  as  weU 
as  the  rich ; sixthly,  because  it  does  not  require  years  of  laborious  study  to  acquire  a 
Jmowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  disease  or  of  the  nature  of  its  treatment  IJe  most 
other  tories;  and  seventhly,  because  it  can  be  obtained  m aUpai-tsof  the  world 
where  true  behevers  are  to  be  found.  , ..x, - 

Another  prescription  of  equal  value,  and  producing  hke  effe^  is  given  by  anoth^ 
C«Jebrated  mthor  in  these  words “ Is  any  sick  among  you  ? let  him  cp  for  the  El* 
ders  of  the  church,  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointmg  him^th  oil  in  the  nMM 
of  the  Lord}  and  the  prayer  of  faito  shall  save  the  sick,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise  tneui 
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up ; and  if  he  have  committed  sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him.’’  James  v.  14, 15. 
The  prayer  of  faith  accompanied  by  the  ordinances  is  the  most  universal,  powerful, 
and  effective  remedy  of  any  that  has  ever  yet  been  discovered. 

The  great  Physician,  who  has  unfolded  to  the  nations  this  infinitely  valuable  and 
all  powerful  remedy,  has  been  jealous  of  his  own  glory,  and  has  so  prepared  it  that  it 
can  never  be  administered  with  the  least  effect  only  in  his  name  by  one  that  is  autho- 
rized, that  is  by  a true  believer.  This  is  an  effectual  preventative  against  all  quacks 
and  impostors  who  may  undertake  in  his  name  to  counterfeit  the  genuine ; for  in  all 
cases,  such  will  fail  like  the  seven  sons  of  Sceva.  Acts  xix.  13,  14,  16,  16. 

The  apostate  churches  for  many  centuries  past  have  been  destitute  of  this  promised 
blessing  of  our  Saviour.  They  have  endeavoured  to  blind  the  eyes  of  mankind,  by 
telling  them  that  this  blessing  was  not  needed  after*  the  first  age  of  Christianity.  This- 
false  tradition,  invented  by  a set  of  wicked  impostors  to  hide  their  own  unbelief  and 
want  of  authority,  has  been  handed  down  by  successive  false  teachers,  until  the  present 
day;  and  what  is  still  more  strange,  there  are  millions  of  poor  ignorant  fanatics,  who  have 
been  led  away  with  the  fatal  delusion.  It  has  been  the  study  of  the  wicked  impostors  of 
modern  times  to  persuade  the  people  that  the  promised  signs  of  the  gospel  are  not 
needed  now.  In  this  thing  there  is  great  policy ; for  as  they  have  so  far  apostatized 
as  to  be  enth*ely  destitute  of  the  blessing  themselves,  if  they  could  not  succeed  in  de- 
luding their  followers  to  suppose  that  miraculous  signs  are  not  needed  in  these  days, 
all  people  would  at  once  discover,  that  they  were  not  believers,  but  impostors,  acting- 
without  authority,  having  a form  of  godliness,  but  destitute  of  its  promised  powa*s, 
pretending  to  be  believers  without  the  signs  of  believers. 

If  their  deluded  followers  should,  by  any  means,  get  the  scales  of  priestcraft  off" 
from  their  eyes  sufficiently  to  believe  the  promise  of  Jesus  in  preference  to  the  tradi- 
tionary impositions  of  their  false,  rotten-hearted,  and  con.*upt  ministers,  away  would 
go  the  populai'ity  of  long-established  institutions,  and  down  would  tumble,  with  a 
tremendous  crash,  the  long-loved  salaries  of  a hireling  priesthood,  and  they  would 
stand  forth  as  monuments  of  shame  and  disgrace  before  all  men.  To  save  themselves 
from  this  open  disgrace,  they  have  used  all  their  cunning  and  ingenuity  to  deceive  the- 
people  into  the  belief  that  the  gift  of  healing,  and  the  other  promised  signs  of  Jesus, 
are  unnecessai-y  now. 

^ But  are  there  ariy  side  in  these  days  ? if  so,  would  it  not  he  just  as  beneficial  for  the 
sick  to  be  relieved  in  these  days  as  at  any  former  time  ? Would  it  not  confirm  and 
establish  believers  to  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  see  them  healed  in  these  days,  as  much 
as  it  did  ancient  believers  ? If  then,  it  would  confii*m  believers  and  benefit  the  sick 
the  same  now  as  anciently,  we  have  no  reason  to  limit  it  to  the  early  Christians.  Hence, 
both  scripture  and  reason  show  that  the  promised  signs  are  as  unlimited  as  the  pro- 
mised salvation. 

The  affliction  of  devils, — the  confusion  of  tongues, — deadly  poisons, — and  sickness, 
are  all  cm*ses  which  have  been  introduced  into  the  world  by  the  wickedness  of  man. 
The  blessings  of  the  Gospel  are  bestowed  to  counteract  these  curses.  Therefore,  as 
long  as  these  curses  exist,  the  promised  signs  are  needed  to  counteract  their  evil  con- 
sequences. If  Jesus  had  not  intended,  that  the  blessings  should  be  as  extensive  and 
unlimited  in  point  of  time  as  the  curses,  he  would  have  intimated  something  to  that 
effect  in  his  word.  But  when  he  makes  a universal  promise  of  certain  powers,  to  en- 
able every  believer  in  the  Gospel  throughout  the  world  to  overcome  certain  cm*ses, 
entailed  upon  man,  because  of  wickedness,  it  would  be  the  rankest  kind  of  infidelity  not 
to  believe  the  promised  blessings  necessary,  as  long  as  the  curses  abound  among  men. 

If  these  signs  are  necessary,  -why  have  they  not  existed  among  the  churches  for  the 
last  seventeen  centuries  ? Because  no  true  believers  have  existed  among  them  during- 
that  time ; for  Jesus  says,  they  shall  follow  the  true  believer ; hence,  if  there  had  been 
any  true  believers,  the  signs  would  have  been  among  them.  But  the  very  fact  that 
signs  have  ceased  during  that  time,  prove  that  ti*ue  believers  have  ceased  also.. 
This  is  a sad  picture  of  mankind,  but  it  is  ncaie  the  less  true.  We  say,  let  the  pro- 
mise of  our  blessed  Redeemer  be  true,  though  it  prove  every  man  a liar  or  a hypocrite. 
The  fault  cannot  be  in  Jesus,  therefore  it  must  be  in  man.  The  promises  of  Christ 
are  as  unchangeable  as  his  own  nature,  and  can  never  fail ; hut  man  is  as  change- 
able as  the  wind,  and  is  very  apt  to  fail  in  almost  every  respect. 
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Since  ihe  great  apostaey,  sincerity  has  characterized  millions  of  professed  Christians, 
but  none  of  them  have  obeyed  the  ancient  Gospel,  because  no  one  was  authorized  to 
legally  administer  its  ordinances  to  them ; therefore,  notwithstanding  their  since- 
rity, they  could  not  obey  the  Gospel  for  the  want  of  a legal  administrator ; hence, 
they  could  have  no  legal  claim  on  the  Gospel  blessings.  And,  for  this  reason,  they 
could  not  become  legal  or  adopted  believers ; therefore,  they  could  have  no  legal  claim 
on  the  signs  promised  to  believers;  and  this  is  one  reason  why  the  sincere,  honest- 
hearted,  prof^ed  Christians  of  modern  times  have  not  enjoyed  these  great  blessings 
promised  by  our  Saviour.  Neither  can  they  enjoy  the  promised  salvation  in  all  its 
fulness,  but  must  be  rewarded  according  to  their  works,  and  the  opportunities  they 
have  enjoyed,  in  some  of  the  mansions  or  kingdoms  inferior  in  glory  to  the  kingdom 
possessed  by  the  ancient  saints,  who  obeyed  the  law  and  enjoyed  the  promised  blessings. 
And  all  who  will  not  now  repent,  as  the  authority  is  once  more  restored  to  the  earth, 
and  come  forth  out  of  the  corrupt  apostate  churches,  and  be  legally  adopted  into  the 
church  of  Christ,  and  earnestly  seek  after  the  blessings  and  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Gos- 
pel, shall  be  thrust  dowm  to  hell,  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts ; for  now  they  have  no 
excuse  for  their  belief ; therefore,  if  they  will  not  now  repent,  they  shall  be  damned. 
This  is  the  word  of  the  Loi-d  to  priests  and  people  of  all  churches,  and  of  all  nations. 

We  will  now  give  a few  examples  to  show  the  principle  upon  which  the  sick  were 
^nerally  healed.  This  was  accomplished  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  If  the  sick 
were  capapie  of  exercising  faith,  then  faith  was  required  of  them  in  order  to  obtain  the 
blessing.  The  woman  who  had  the  issue  of  blood  for  twelve  years  said,  “ If  I may 
touch  but  his  clothes,  I shall  be  whole.”  Jesus  turned  to  her  and  said,  “ Daughter, 
tliy/aiJA  hath  made  the  whole.”  (Mai-k  v.)  When  Jesus  went  over  into  tlie  land  of 
Gennesareth,  and  passed  through  their  villages,  cities,  and  countries,  so  great  was 
their  faith  in  him,  that  they  brought  their  sick  and  laid  them  “ in  the  streets,  and  be- 
sought him  that  they  might  touch,  if  it  were  but  the  border  of  his  garment : and  as 
many  as  touched  him  were  made  whole.”  (Mark  vi.)  Blind  Bartiraeus  cried  unto 
the  Lord  for  mercy.  “And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  go  thy  way;  thy hath  made 
the  whole.”  (Mai'k  x.)  When  Jesus  touched  the  eyes  of  two  blind  men  that  came 
into  the  house  where  he  was,  he  said  unto  them,  “ according  to  your  faith  be  it  xmto 
you.”  (Matthew  ix.  29.)  A certain  cripple  “ heard  Paul  speak ; who  steadfastly  be- 
holding him,  and  perceiving  that  he  had  faith  to  be  healed,  said  with  a loud  voice, 
stand  upright  on  thy  feet.  And  he  leaped  and  walked.”  (Acts  xiv.  9.  10.) 

Many  other  examples  might  be  given  to  show  that  the  power  of  healing  was  mani- 
fested through  faith.  Sometimes  the  faith  of  others  was  exercised  in  behalf  of  the 
sick,  as  examples : A woman  of  Canaan  sought  a blessing  for  her  dauglitei’,  who 
was  greviously  vexed  with  a devil.  “ Jesus  answered,  and  said  imto  her,  0 woman, 
great  is  thy  faith:  be  it  unto  thee,  even  as  thou  wilt.”  (Matthew  xv.)  A centurion 
exercised  taith  in  behalf  of  his  servant,  who  was  sick  of  the  palsy.  “ And  Jesus  said 
unto  him,  Go  tliy  way;  and  as  thou  hast  believed,  so  be  it  done  unto  thee.  And  his 
servant  was  healed  in  the  self-same  hour.”  (Matthew  viii.)  A certain  man  whose 
son  had  been  tormented  of  the  devil  from  a child,  says  to  Jesus,  “ If  thou  canst  do 
anything,  have  compassion  on  us  and  help  us.  Jesus  said  unto  him.  If  thou  canst 
believe,  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth.  And  straightway  the  father  of 
tlie  child  cried  out,  and  said  with  tears,  Lord,  I believe  : help  thou  mine  unbelief.’* 
■(Mark  ix.)  The  devil  was  rebuked,  and  his  son  was  liberated.  Jairus,  whose  daugh- 
ter lay  at  the  point  of  death,  came  to  Jesus,  and  fell  down  before  him,  and  requested 
him  to  go  and  lay  his  hands  upon  her,  that  she  might  be  healed.  While  on  the  way 
to  his  house,  one  met  them  saying,  “ Thy  daughter-  is  dead ; why  troublest  thou  the 
Master  any  further  ? As  soon  as  Jesus  heai-d  the  word  that  was  spoken,  he  said  unto 
the  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  Be  not  afraid,  only  believe.”  (Mark  v.)  And  Jesus  re- 
stored his  daughter  to  life  again.  Many  other  instances  ai-e  recorded  where  friends 
exercised  faith  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted. 

Therefore,  it  may  be  considered  as  a general  law,  that  the  sick  and  afflicted  were 
healed,  either  through  their  own  faith,  or  the  fiuth  of  some  of  their  friends.  There 
may  be  some  rare  instances  where  the  blessing  is  bestowed  through  the  faith  alone  of 
-ihe  administrator. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  of  modern  churches  that  the  principal  object  of  miracles 
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was  to  do  away  unbelief.  But  when  Jesus  went  into  his  own  countiy,  among  his  old 
acquaintances,  he  marvelled  because  of  their  unbelief.  (See  Mark  vi.  5.)  “And 
he  did  not  many  mighty  works  there  because  of  their  unbelief."  (Matthew  xiii.) 
But  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  false  teachers  of  modem  times,  he  should  have 
performed  greater  works  there,  than  anywhere  else.  As  they  consider  signs  to  be  for 
the  convincing  of  the  unbeliever  ; thei'efbre  the  greater  the  unbelief,  the  greater  should 
he  the  signs.  When  he  found  his  own  countrymen  so  very  unbelieving,  he  should, 
according  to  modern  notions  concerning  the  object  of  signs,  have  performed  far  more 
splendid  and  magnificent  miracles  there,  than  he  did  in  any  other  region  where  their 
imbelief  was  not  so  great.  But  the  facts  of  the  case  were  directly  the  reverse.  The 
greater  the  wickedness  and  unbelief  of  a people,  the  less  were’  the  mighty  works 
performed  among  them.  So  among  the  Christian  churches,  as  their  unbelief  increased, 
the  mighty  works  decreased.  And  when  the  people  became  hju'dened  in  apostacy  and 
imbelief,  all  mighty  works  ceased,  and  the  salvation  ceased  also. 

Thns  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  signs  and  blessings  of  the  G-ospel  are  enjoyed  only  by 
faith.  The  greater  the  faith,  the  greater  will  be  the  manifestations  of  the  miraculous 
power  of  God.  The  miracles  will  decrease  as  faith  decreases;  and  cease  when  faith 
ceases.  The  miraculous  signs  bestowed  upon  believei-s  in  this  life,  are  blessings  far 
inferior  to  the  blessings  of  a glorious  resurrection  and  eternal  life.  But  he  that  has 
not  faith  sufficient  to  obtain  the  miraculous  signs,  or  smaller  blessings,  how  can  he 
obtain  faith  sufficient  to  receive  the  greater  blessings  ? If  the  smaller  blessings  are 
withheld  for  the  want  of  faith,  will  not  the  greater  blessings  be  withheld' for  a like 
reason  ? If  a person  has  not  means  enough  to  buy  himself  a coat,  how  can  he  expect 
to  purchase  a splendid  habitation  ? So  likewise,  i’f  a person  has  not  faith  enough  to 
obtain  the  miraculous  signs  promised,  how  can  he  expect  to  obtain  a glorious  mansion 
in  the  kingdom  of  God  ? If  his  faith  is  so  weali  that  it  will  not  procure  for  him  the 
smaller  blessings,  he  may  be  much  more  assured  that  the  same  weak  faith  will  not 
procure  for  him  the  greater  blessings. 

Jesus  said,  as  we  have  already  quoted,  that  "All  things  are  possible  to  him  that 
belUveth.”  Jesus  also  said,  “ Ilave  faith  in  God.  For  verily,  1 say  unto  you,  that 
whosoever  shall  say  unto  this  mountain,  Be  thou  removed,  and  be  thou  cast  into  the 
sea ; and  shall  not  doubt  in  his  heart,  but  shall  believe  that  those  things  which  he  saith 
shall  come  to  pass ; he  shall  have  whatsoever  he  saith.  Therefore,  I say  unto  you : 
What  things  soever  ye  desire,  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them  and  ye  shall 
have  them."  (Mark  xi.  22,  23,  24.)  This  promise  was  not  confined  to  the  apostles 
and  eai'ly  saints ; for  the  term,  “ whosoever,”  embraces  all  mankind  who  shall  have 
faith  in  evei*y  age  throughout  the  world.  Who  can  read  these  precious  promises  of 
our  Saviour,  without  perceiving  in  the  plainest  light,  the  awful  apostate  condition  of 
the  churches?  They  are  without  faith, — without  any  confidence  in  God.  They 
despise  those  who  are  sincerely  seeking  after  the  ancient  faith.  Both  from  the  pulpit 
and  from  the  press  they  boldly  avow  their  infidelity  in  the  above  promises,  and  say  all 
manner  of  evil  against  those  who  do  believe  them.  They  will  greatly  praise  up  the 
faith  of  the  ancient  saints,  and  build  synagogues  and  chapels  to  their  memory ; but 
for  any  person  to  teach  that  the  same  faith  is  necessary  now,  is,  in  theii’  estimation, 
the  highest  blasphemy.  O ye  hypocrites ! Why  do  you  profess  to  be  the  followers 
-of  Christ,  and  yet  deny  his  promises  ? O ye  blind  guides!  Why  do  you  deceive  the 
people  with  a form  of  Godliness,  and  yet  deny  the  promised  powers  ? Why  do  you 
make  void  the  promises  of  Jesus  through  your  unbelief  and  wicked  traditions  ? Why- 
do  you,  through  great  swelling  words  of  man’s  wisdom,  pa-vert  the  truth,  and  deny 
the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  gift  of  revelation  and  prophecy  ? Why 
do  you  preach  for  hire,  and  through  coveteousness  make  merchanthse  of  the  people, 
while  the  poor  and  the  needy  are  crying  for  bread  ? O ye  wicked  and  corrupt  teach- 
ei-s ! Ye  hirelings ! Why  do  you,  through  your  mock  piety  and  cunning  craftiness, 
not  only  close  the  gates  of  heaven  upon  yourselves,  but  hedge  up  the  way  of  others 
who  would  know  the  truth  *and  be  saved  ? How  can  you  escape  the  vengeance  of 
et^nal  fire  ? How  long  will  the  Lord  suffer  you  to  practice  your  deceptions  and 
•wick^ness  ? The  hour  of  your  judgment  is  nigh ! Howl,  ye  apostate  churches,  for  the 
miseries  which  shall  come  upon  you ! The  day  of  fierce  vengeance  is  at  hand,  and 
je  shall  utterly  perish  from  the  eai-th ! 


10 


THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD, 


The  church  of  Christ  is  called  the  body  of  Christ.  « Now  ye  are  the  body  of' 
Christ,  and  members  in  particular.”  (1  Cor.  xii.  27.)  We  shall  here  give  the  names 
of  the  different  members,  composing  the  various  parts  of  the  body  or  church  of 
Cl^t.  “ God  hath  set  some  in  the  church,  first,  apostles  ; secondarily,  prophets  t 
thirdly,  teachers ; after  that  miracles  ; then  gifts  of  healing,  helps,  governments, 
diversities  of  tongues”  (Verse  28.)  These  members  of  the  body  were  joined 
together  upon  one  common  principle  which  I have  already  e.\plained  in  Part  II.  of 
this  treatise.  They  were  all  introduced  into  the  church  through  faith,  repentance,  and 
the  ordinances.  Paul  says,  “ By  one  spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  wo 
be  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free ; and  have  been  all  made  to  drink 
into  one  spirit.”  (Verse  13.) 

This  one  body  into  which  all  the  members  are  baptized,  is  quickened  and  animated 
in  all  its  parts  by  one  spirit.  The  operations  of  the  spirit  in  different  pai*ts  of  the- 
body  are  various.  “ To  one,”  says  Paul,  “ is  given  by  the  Spirit  the  word  of  wis- 
dom ; to  another,  the  word  of  knowledge  by  the  same  Spirit ; to  another,  faith  by  the- 
same  Spirit ; to  another,  the  gifts  of  healing  by  the  same  Spirit ; to  another,  the 
working  of  miracles ; to  another,  prophecy ; to  another,  discerning  of  spirits ; to- 
another,  divers  kinds  of  tongues  j to  another,  the  interpretation  of  tongues ; but  all 
these  worketh  that  one  and  the  self-same  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  severally  as  he 
will.”  (Verses,  8,  9,  10,  11.)  Paul  has  here,  so  clearly  described  the  church  of 
Christ,  that  none  need  be  at  a loss  when  they  have  found  it.  Every  faithful  member 
of  the  body  of  Christ  possesses  some  gift  of  the  Spirit.  Evei-y  church  now  on  the 
earth  can  compare  themselves  with  this  scriptural  pattern ; if  they  do  not  resemble  the- 
pattern,  they  may  know  at  once  that  they  are  not  the  body  or  church  of  Christ.  If 
they  have  no  apostles  nor  prophets— no  officers  that  can  receive  the  word  of  wisdom, 
and  the  word  of  knowledge  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit — if  they  have  no  member 
possessing  the  gift  of  healing — no  worker  of  miracles — no  beholder  of  visions  or  dis- 
cerner  of  spirits — ^no  speaker  in  tongues — no  interpreter  of  tongues — if  they  have 
none  of  these  members  of  the  body  of  Christ,  then  they  have  nothing  that  resembles 
th^attern,  and,  therefore,  they  cannot  possibly  be  the  church  of  Christ. 

The  body  of  Christ  is  wholly  made  up  or  constituted  of  the  above  named  members. 
To  do  away  the  least  member  there  mentioned  would  produce  a schism  in  the  body, 
and  it  would  be  imperfect  like  the  human  body,  with  one  of  its  members  lacking. 
The  body,  or  church,  like  the  human  body,  would  become  more  and  more  imperfect 
and  mutilated  in  proportion  to  the  usefulness  and  number  of  the  above  members  that 
are  done  away.  And  when  all  the  members  or  parts  of  the  body  vanish,  it  ceases  to 
exist  on  the  eaith.  It  is  an  admitted  fact  that  the  greater  part,  if  not  all  of  the 
members  described  by  Paul  are  done  away,  and  considered  unnecessary  at  the  present 
day.  And  as  the  body  or  church  is  nothing,  separate  and  apart  from  its  members  ; 
therefore,  where  they  cease,  the  body  must  cease  also. 

There  are  many  paids  of  the  human  body  that  are  essential  to  its  existence,  and 

without  which,  the  body  must  inevitably  perish  ; such  for  examples,  as  the  mouth 

the  heart — the  lungs — ^the  stomach — the  liver — the  bowels,  and  many  others  too  nu- 
merous to  mention.  Deprive  the  body  of  either  of  these  essential  parts,  and  all  other 
parte  will  perish  also.  Two  of  the  most  prominent  parts  or  members  of  the  body  of 
Christ  are,  “ First,  apostles  ; secondly,  prophets.”  These  may  be  considered  the  eyes 
and  mouth-piece  of  the  body.  Take  these  away,  and  the  body  is  left  in  total  dark- 
ness without  eyes  to  see  with,  or  a mouth  through  which  to  receive  the  nourishment 
essential  to  its  existence.  If,  therefore,  only  these  two  members  were  to  cease,  all  the- 
other  members  would  speedily  perish,  and  the  church  of  Christ  would  cease  to  exist 
among  men.  The  apostate  churches  have  had  neither  of  these  members  for  upwards- 
of  seventeen  centuries,  therefore,  during  that  time,  they  have  had  no  eyes  nor  mouth 
through  which  they  could  receive  light  and  nourishment. 

If  the  mouth  and  eyes  of  the  human  body  were  to  be  destroyed,  the  human  spirit 
would  take  its  flight,  and  the  body  would  soon  become  a mass  of  putrid  corruption, 
sending  forth  a most  offensive  stench,  engendering  pestilence  and  disease,  and  affect- 
ing the  health  of  all  who  should  come  within  its  nauseous  influence.  Such  would  be 
the  fatal  consequences  attending  the  church  should  they  so  far  depart  from  God  as  to 
lose  inspired  apostles  and  prophets,  the  first  two  essential  and  most  important  meift- 
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bers  which  God  placed  in  the  body.  If  these  members  were  t<aken  away,  the  Holy 
Spii'it,  which  is  the  life  of  the  church,  would  take  its  flight,  even  as  the  human  spirit 
flees  from  the  mortal  body,  when  its  essential  parts  are  destroyed.  When  the  Holy 
Spirit  takes  its  departure,  the  body,  or  church,  is  left  in  a lifeless  state  j all  the  mira- 
culous operations  of  the  Spirit  cease. 

In  ancient  times,  after  apostles  and  prophets  ceased,  the  other  members  of  the  bo^ 
began  immediately  to  die  for  want  of  nourishment ; the  member  possessing  the  gift 
of  healing — the  worker  of  miracles — the  speaker  with  tongues — the  interpreter  of 
tongues,  and  all  other  members,  withered  away  and  died,  leaving  a mass  of  putrid 
coiruption  whose  nauseous  stench  and  abominable  filthiness  have  spread  forth  a deadly 
malaria  among  all  nations. 

It  is  in  vain  for  the  apostate  churches  to  endeavor  to  prove  themselves  to  be  the 
body  of  Christ,  by  pretending  that  they  have  one  or  two  of  the  members  still  in  exis- 
tence ; for  Paul  enquires,  “ If  they  were  all  one  member,  where  were  the  body  V’ 
(Verse  19.)  If  every  part  of  our  bodies  were  destroyed,  except  hands  and  feet,  they 
could  in  no  wise  constitute  a living  body ; so,  likewise,  if  every  member  of  the  church 
were  done  away,  except  professed  teachers,  and  some  two  or  three  other  pretended  mem- 
bers of  different  functions,  these  could  no  more  constitute  a livmg  church,  than  hands, 
and  arms,  and  feet,  and  legs,  could  constitute  a living  man.  The  Holy  Spirit  would 
no  more  dwell  in  these  pi-etended  fragments  of  the  church,  which  are  falsely  said  to 
still  remain,  than  the  hiunan  spirit  would  dwell  in  the  hands,  feet,  or  legs,  after  the 
rest  of  the  body  was  gone. 

Reader,  would  it  not  be  marvellously  strange  to  behold  hands,  feet,  and  legs  mov- 
ing, acting,  and  performing  their  accustomed  functions  after  all  the  rest  of  the  body 
was  destroyed  ? Yet  this  would  not  be  any  more  strange,  than  it  is  to  see  teachers 
and  some  few  other  pretended  members,  endeavoring  to  move,  and  act,  and  perform  cei'- 
tain  other  functions,  after  nine-tenths  of  the  most  important  and  vital  membei’s  of  the 
church  have  been  done  away  for  centuries.  As  well  might  you  undertake  to  retain 
life  in  an  isolated  human  hand,  as  to  retain  life  in  teachers  for  centuries  after  apostles, 
prophets,  workers  of  miracles,  &c.,  have  ceased. 

Paul  says,  “ The  eye  cannot  say  to  the  hand,  I have  no  need  of  thee  ; nor  a^ain, 
the  head  to  the  feet,  I have  no  need  of  you.”  (Verse  21.)  But  in  direct  opposition 
to  this  instruction,  the  apostate  teachers  of  modem  times  say  to  the  worker  of  mira- 
cles, I have  no  need  of  thee.  And  their  pastors  say  to  the  speaker  with  tongues,  and 
the  interpreter  of  tongues,  we  have  no  need  of  you  in  the  body.  It  matters  not  how 
feeble,  or  how  much  inferior  in  use  some  members  are,  when  compared  with  others, 
yet  none  can  be  dispensed  with.  “ Nay,”  says  Paul,  “ much  more,  those  members  of 
the  body,  which  seems  to  be  more  feeble,  are  necessary.”  (Verse  22.)  If  the  speaker 
with  tongues,  or  ^e  interpreter  of  tongues,  is  considered  a more  feeble  member,  and 
not  as  useful  as  the  prophets  or  apostles ; yet  Paul  says  expressly,  that  such  “ are  ne- 
ceesary.”  Therefore,  for  a teacher  or  pastor  to  say  that  they  are  not  necessary,  is  to 
come  out  in  direct  opposition  to  the  scriptures. 

How  superlatively  ridiculous  it  would  be  for  the  hands  and  feet  to  rise  up  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  eyes— the  mouth — the  heart— the  lungs — the  bowels— the  breast— 
the  neck,  and  say,  we  have  no  need  of  you : we  can  get  along  without  your  assistance; 
you  are  all  useless  appendages  to  us,  hands  and  feet : we  can  feel  and  walk  with- 
out your  help.  And  yet  as  a par^lel  to  this,  the  teachers  and  pastors  of  our  day  have 
arisen  up  in  rebellion  to  Paul’s  words,  and  have  said  to  apostles— q)rophets— the  healer 

of  the  sick the  worker  of  miracles— the  beholder  or  discerner  of  spirits — the  speaker 

with  tongues — the  interpreter  of  tongues — we  have  no  need  of  you : we  can  get  along 
without  your  assistance,  you  are  all  unnecessary  parts  of  the  body : you  are  perfectly 
useless  to  us  pastors  and  teachers : we  can  perform  all  the  fiinctions  of  our  office 
without  your  aid.  Such  has  been  the  state  of  the  apostate  churches  for  the  last  seven- 
teen hundred  years.  And  such  is  the  awful  darkness  that  now  reigns  in  their  midst. 

It  is  in  and  through  the  body  or  church  of  Christ  that  the  Spirit  manifests  itself: 

The  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to  jjrofit  withal.”  ^ (V er^  7.> 
It  is,  therefore,  by  these  manifestations  that  every  man  in  the  church  is  profited. 
There  is  as  much  necesaty  for  these  various  manifestations  now  as  anciently.  Pam 
mentions  in  this  chapter  nine  different  gifts  or  manifestations  of  the  Spirit.  Ali. 
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churches  which  have  not  these  miraculous  manifestations  have  not  the  Holy  Spirits 
and  without  the  Spirit  they  are  none  of  Christ’s. 

The  distinguishing  characteristics  between  true  and  false  churches  are  so  evident 
that  none  need  be  mistaken.  The  one  enjoys  the  Holy  Spirit  with  all  its  gifts,  as  set 
forth  in  the  word  of  God  ; the  others  profess  to  enjoy  the  Spirit,  but  have  none  of  the 
gifts  and  operations  ascribed  to  it.  The  only  way  by  which  we  discover  that  the 
human  body  is  animated  by  the  human  spirit,  is  by  its  operations ; so  likewise,  the 
method  by  which  we  determine  that  a church  enjoj’S  the  Holy  Spirit  is  by  its  diversity 
•of  operations  or  manifestations.  If  these  cease,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  has  departed  also. 

_ Among  all  nations,  and  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  whenever  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been 
-given,  it  has  exhibited  itself  in  supernatural  gifts.  These  gifts  were  given,  not  only 
for  the  benefit  of  the  church  in  this  life,  but  to  prepare  them  for  still  greater  blessings 
in  the  world  to  come.  It  is  altogether  a mist^en  idea  to  suppose  that  these  gi& 
were  m^ely  given  for  the  convincing  of  unbelievers.  Paul  says  expressly,  that  the 
gifts  which  were  given  by  our  Lord  after  his  ascension  wei*e  intended  for  other  pur- 
poses. “ When  he  (Christ)  ascended  up  on  high,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave 
.gifts  unto  men.”  (Eph.  iv.  8.)  “And  he  gave  some  apostles,  and  some  prophets,  and 
some  evangelists,  and  some  pastors  and  teachers.”  (Verse  11.)  These,  together  with 
numerous  other  gifts,  were  given,  not  merely  to  establish  the  truth  of  Christianity, 
but  as  Paul  says,  “For  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ : till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  o£ 
the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  statiu*e 
of  the  fulness  of  Christ : that  we  henceforth  be  no  more  children,  tossed  to  and  fro, 
and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  sleight  of  men,  and  cimning 
ci’aftinesSj  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive ; but  speaking  the  truth  in  love,  may 
grow  up  into  him  in  all  things,  which  is  the  head,  even  Christ : from  whom  the  whole 
body  fitly  joined  together  and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  accord- 
ing to  the  effectual  working  in  the  measure  of  every  pai’t,  maketh  increase  of  the  body, 
unto  the  edifying  of  itself  in  love.”  (Verses  12, 13, 14, 15, 16.) 

^ By  these  declarations  we  discover  the  objects  which  the  Lord  has  in  view,  by  giving 
■gifts  unto  men.  One  object  is  declared  to  be  “/or  the  perfecting  of  the  SaintsJ* 
It  is  very  evident  from  the  whole  tenor  of  scripture,  that  unless  the  Saints  are  per- 
f^ted  they  can  never  enjoy  a perfect  salvation.  The  only  plan  which  Jesus  has  de- 
vised for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  object,  is  through  the  medium  of  the  spi- 
ritual gifts.  When  the  supernatural  gifts  of  the  Spirit  cease,  the  Saints  cease  to  oe 
perfected,  therefore  they  can  have  no  hopes  of  obtaining  a perfect  salvation.  To  do 
away  from  the  church,  apostles,  prophets,  and  other  gifts,  is  to  do  away  the  great  plan 
which  heaven  has  devised  for  the  perfection  and  final  salvation  of  the  righteous. 

The  author  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  urges  upon  the  Saints  the  necessity  of 

going  on  unto  perfection^  (see  chap.  vi.  1),  but  this  would  be  impossible  for  those 
churches  who  have  no  apostles,  prophets,  and  other  gifts  which  Jesus  gave  after  his 
ascension.  Such  churches  could  not  “go  on  unto  perfection,”  for  they  have  lost,  and 
continue  to  do  away  the  very  gifts  which  were  intended  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Has  Jesus  anywhere  in  his  word  told  us  that  his  plan  of  perfecting  the  Saints 
should  cease,  and  that  mankind  would  introduce  a better  one?  If  not,  why  then 
should  we  not  prefer  our  Saviour’s  plan  in  preference  to  all  others  ? Why  do  away 
the  powers  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  were  intended,  not  merely  for  the 
convincing  of  unbelievers,  but  for  the  perfecting  of  believers  ? In  every  nation  and 
.age,  where  believers  exist,  there  the  gfts  must  exist  to  perfect  them,  otherwise  they 
vvould  be  altogether  unprepared  for  the  reception  of  the  still  greater  powers  and  glo- 
ries of  the  eternal  u'orld.  If  there  were  no  unbelievers  on  the  earth,  still  there  would 
be  the  same  necessity  for  the  miraculous  gifts  that  there  was  among  early  Christians  ; 
for  if  the  whole  world  were  believers  in  Christ  they  could  not  possibly  be  perfected 
without  these  gifts,  and  hence  they  could  not  enter  into  the  fulness  of  his  glory. 

It  is,  therefore,  directly  in  opposition  to  the  word  of  God  for  the  apostate  churches 
to  declare  that  “ the  object  of  miraculous  ^ts  was  merely  to  establish  the  Christian 
religion,  and  that  after  that  object  was  accomplished  they  were  no  longer  necessary, 
and  therefore  ceased.”  The  word  of  God  declares  they  were  “/or  the  perfecting  of 
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ihe  saints and,  therefore,  wherever  there  are  saints,  there  the  gifts  are  needed,  not 
merdy  to  establish  the  truth  by  supernatural  evidence,  but  to  perfect  those  who 
already  believe. 

Another  great  object  which  the  Lord  has  in  view,  in  sending  gifts  unto  men,  is 
the  work  of  the  ministry.”  AVithout  these  gifts  the  “ work  of  ^e  ministry”  never 
could  be  carried  on ; — without  inspired  apostles  and  prophets  the  gifts  of  revelation 
and  prophecy  cease,  and  where  these  cease  the  work  of  the  ministry  ceases.  The 
apostate  churches  have  no  more  authority  for  taking  away  the  gifts  of  apostles  and 
prophets,  than  they  have  for  taking  away  the  gifts  of  pastors  and  teachers.  There  is 
precisely  the  same  evidence  for  doing  away  the  whole  of  the  gifts,  as  there  is  for  doing 
away  a part  and  pretending  to  retain  the  others.  “ The  work  of  the  ministry  ” is 
clearly  manifested  in  the  scriptures.  It  is  requhed  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations 
in  the  different  tongues  and  languages  of  the  eai-th.  The  ministry  is  required  to 
receive  revelations  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and  all  the  saints,  reproving  by  reve- 
lation those  who  need  reproof ; comforting  those  who  need  comfort ; forewarning  the 
church  of  approaching  judgments ; pointing  out  by  the  spirit  of  revelation  a way  of 
escape;  revealing  doctrine  and  principle  in  relation  to  things  both  temporal  and 
spiritual,  and  unfolding  all  things  necessary  for  the  perfection  and  eternal  exaltation 
of  the  righteous.  Besides  this,  the  ministi*y  ai'e  to  lay  on  hands  for  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  for  the  healing  of  the  sick,  and  administer  all  other  ordinances  of 
the  church.  Therefore,  without  the  supematui-al  powers  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
the  “ work  of  the  ministry”  would  cease,  and  when  that  ceases  men  cease  to  be  saved. 

Paul  declares,  as  we  have  already  quoted,  that  the  gifts  were  given  “/or  the  edi- 
fying of  the  body  of  Christ.”  But  the  vai’ious  bodies  or  apostate  churches  declare 
boldly,  that  the  gifts  ai’e  no  longer  necessary  in  this  age  of  leai-ning  and  refinement. 
How,  say  they,  we  can  be  edified  by  learned  divines  who  have  become  eminently  quali- 
fied by  a long  course  of  study  in  our  great  theological  institutions.  Now,  riiey  ex- 
claim, we  have  a glorious  substitute  in  the  stead  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spii-it. 
In  the  first  age  of  Christianity — in  the  days  of  ignorance  and  dai-kness,  the  gifts  of 
the  spirit  were  given  to  edify  the  church ; but  now,  we  have  become  so  learned  and 
enlightened,  we  need  some  better  plan  than  the  one  devised  in  that  day  of  ignorance  j 
then  they  knew  no  better  than  to  be  edified  through  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  but  now 
we  have  sought  out  a plan  far  superior ; then  they  had  nothing  but  knowledge  and 
certainty,  and  were  all  of  one  mind,  but  now  we  are  blessed  with  the  opinions  and 
commentai'ies  of  uninspired  men,  all  differing  and  contradicting  one  another,  dividing 
us  in  our  sentiments  and  doctrines.  Oh,  how  great  is  the  wisdom  of  our  modern 
divines  ! How  immensely  superior  are  opinion  and  guess-work  to  certainty  and  know- 
ledge ! Then  they  had  nothing  but  direct  revelation — the  spirit  of  prophecy,  visions, 
and  the  ministry  of  angels  to  guide  them  into  the  truth,  but  now  we  have  advanced 
to  the  high  and  exalted  privilege  of  being  taught  by  men  who  despise  new  revelation 
and  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  and  favour  us  with  their  superior  opinions,  and  creeds,  and 
articles  of  religion.  Great  is  the  plan  devised  by  human  wisdom,  for  the  edifying  of 
the  church ; God’s  plan  can  be  dispensed  with  now  as  unnecessary.  This  is  the  language 
of  modern  Christendom  if  we  are  to  judge  from  their  opposition  to  the  gifts  which 
Paul  says,  were  given  for  the  “ edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

That  no  one  need  he  mistaken,  and  suppose  the  gifts  in  the  future  ages  of  the 
church  to  be  unnecessaiy,  Paul  says  expressly,  that  they  shall  continue  for  the  purposes 
which  he  specifies,  “ Till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  statui’e  of  the  ful- 
Jiess  of  Christ.”  This  puts  the  subject  beyond  all  doubt  and  controversy ; all  can  see 
that  the  gifts  were  intended  as  long  as  there  was  a church  of  the  saints  that  needed 
perfecting  and  edifying.  If  the  modern  churches  of  Christendom  have  not  attained 
to  the  unity  of  the  faith  and  knowledge — ^to  all  the  perfection  and  fulness  of  Christ, 
they  certainly  need  the  gifts  until  they  shall  arrive  at  that  state.  The  period  when 
the  saints  shall  attain  to  the  perfection  and  fulness  of  Christ  is  veiy  clearly  and 
definitely  unfolded  by  the  apostie  in  his  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  “ Charity 
jiever  faileth : but  whether  there  be  prophecies,  they  shall  fail ; whether  there  be- 
tongues, they  shall  cease ; whether  there  be  knowledge,  it  shall  vanish  away.  For 
we  know  in  paa-t,  and  we  prophesy  in  part.  But  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come. 
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then  that  which  is  in  part  shall  be  done  away.”  (xiii.,  8,  9, 10.)  nowwe  see 

through  a glass  darkly ; but  then  face  to  face : now  I know  in  part ; but  then  I shall 
know  even  as  also  I am  known,”  Verse  12. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  gifts  were  not  to  cease  until  “ that  which  is  perfect  is 
come” — until  we  see  the  Lord  face  to  face — until  we  know  as  we  are  known.  Then 
tongues  will  cease,  and  the  heavenly  glorified  throng  will  all  speak  the  same  language. 
Then  prophesying  in  part  will  be  done  away ; for  the  knowledge  of  the  future  will  be 
fully  understood.  Then  knowledge  in  part  shall  vanish  away,  and  the  siunts  will 
know  in  full.  Then  the  day  of  perfection  will  come,  and  all  the  smnts  shall  enjoy  the 
fulness  of  Christ,  and  see  him  no  longer  through  a glass  darkly,  but  face  to  face. 
Until  that  day  of  glory  and  perfection  shall  arrive,  all  the  spiritual  gifts  will  be  indis- 
pensably neeessai'v,  -without  which  the  saints  can  never  attain  to  that  great  salvation 
promised.  • 

Another  object  for  which  the  miraculous  gifts  are  given  unto  men,  is  to  keep  them 
from  delusion.  They  are  given  that  the  saints  “henceforth  be  no  more  children, 
tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  sleight  of 
men,  and  cunning  craftiness,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.”  The  very  reason 
why  the  apostate  churches  have  for  the  last  seventeen  centuries  been  carried  about  by 
the  doctrines,  creeds,  and  traditions  of  uninspired  men  who  have  craftily  deceived 
them, — is  because  they  lacked  the  gifts  which  Paul  says  were  given  as  an  effectual 
preventative  against  such  winds  of  doctrine.  All  churcfies  which  have  not  the  gifts, 
are  already  deceived  and  deluded.  If  it  were  possible,  these  popular  and  learned  im- 
postors would  deceive  the  very  elect ; but  this  is  impossible,  for  the  elect  enjoy  the 
gifts  which  will  detect  with  the  most  unerring  certainty  every  imposition,  however 
plausible  and  popular  it  may  be. 

The  Papist  and  Protestant  churches  of  modem  times,  notwithstanding  the  great- 
ness of  their  numbers  and  their  exceedingly  great  popularity, — are  impositions,  imder 
the  pious  name  of  Christianity,  of  the  most  glaring  and  dangerous  land. 

Their  cunning,  leai-ned,  arch-impostors,  have  multiplied  their  followers  to  millions, 
nnd  flooded  all  Europe  and  America  with  their  pernicious  doctrines.  Thousands  of 
the  honest  and  unwary  are  annually  led  away  by  these  fatal  delusions  under  the  false 
and  vain  suppositions  that  they  are  embracing  Christianity.  Instead,  however, 
of  embracing  the  Christian  religion  of  the  New  Testament,  they  have  only 
^braced  some  traditional  forms  that  bear  but  a faint  resemblance  to  it, 
while  its  miraculous  powers,  gifts,  and  blessings  are  entirely  unknown  among 
them,  and,  indeed,  are  considered  as  altogether  unnecessary.  Oh,  apostate 
•Christianity  ! Oh,  modern  Christendom  ! Thou,  that  corniptest  all  nations  wth  thine 
abominations,  and  raakest  merchandise  of  the  souls  of  men ! Oh ! that  thou  didst 
but  know  the  day  of  thy  visitation, — the  hour  of  God’s  judgments,— and  wouldst  a-wake 
from  the  awful  slumber  of  ages ! But  alas  ! Thine  eyes  are  closed,  no  more  to  be 
opened,  until  they  are  lifted  up  in  torment,  in  the  midst  of  lamentations,  and  woes, 
and  tciseries,  and  hopeless  despair. 

Seventh. — The  ri(jhts,  privileges,  and  blessings,  promised  to  the  faithful  obedient 
subjects  in  a future  life. 

Eternal  life  is  the  greatest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God.  It  is  a blessing  promised  to  all 
the  faithful  subjects  of  his  kingdom.  The  hopes  of  a future  life  of  happiness 
that  will  never  end,  serve  to  comfort  and  cheer  them  through  all  the  sorrows  and 
tribulations  of  the  present  life.  We  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  nature  of 
that  eternal  life,  promised  to  the  children  of  the  kingdom.  “This  is  life  eternal, 
that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou  hast 
sent.”  (John  xvii.  3.)  It  is  not  enough  merely  to  have  a knowledge  of  the  exis- 
tence of  the  Father  and  Son ; but  to  know  them  aright  is  to  understand  their 
character, — their  attributes, — ^their  glory, — and  the  nature  of  the  laws  which  they 
have  ordained  for  the  government  of  all  happy,  glorified,  and  intelligent  beings. 
Such  knowledge,  when  once  obtained,  is  eternal  life.  Eternal  life  is  not  merely 
to  believe  on  the  testimony  of  others  in  the  existence  and  attributes  of  God,  but  it 
is  to  obtain  something  more  than  a belief;  it  is  to  obtain  a certain  knowledge. 
Such  knowledge  can  only  be  obtained  by  direct  and  immediate  revelation.  “ No  man 
knoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Father ; neither  knoweth  any  man  the  Father,  save  the 


15 


THE  KINGDOM  OP  GOD. 

Son,  and  lie  to  whomsoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him.”  (Matthew  xi.  27.)  All 
men  can  believe  in  the  existence  of  God  on  the  testimony  of  others ; but  no  man  can 
know  God  only  by  revelation. 

Hear  this,  ye  that  deny  new  revelation,  and,  fear  and  tremble  for  yourselves ; for 
you  can  in  nowise  inherit  eternal  life,  without  knowing  “ the  only  true  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ  whom  he  hath  sent;”  and  you  can  in  nowise  know  them  without  you 
receive  a new  revelation.  Peter  did  not  obtain  his  knowledge  that  Jesus  was  the 
Christ,  only  by  a new  revelation.  Jesus  said  to  Peter,  “ Blessed  art  thou,  Simon  Bar- 
yona:  for  flesh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.”  (Matthew  xvi.  17.)  No  man  can  know  God  unless  “ the  Son  REVEAH 
him.”  Hence,  we  can  perceive,  that  eternal  life  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  a people  who 
believe  in,  and  receive  new  revelation.  All  others  are  in  uncertainty  and  doubt,  like 
the  apostate  churches,  who  do  not  believe  in  any  later  revelations  than  the  New  Testa- 
ment, which  plainly  proves,  that  they  have  not  attained  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
therefore,  eternal  life  is  not  among  them. 

But  the  children  of  the  kingdom  have  a knowledge  of  both  the  Father  and  the 
Son  through  the  medium  of  new  revelation ; therefore,  eternal  life  is  ■with  them. 
Their  happiness  and  joy  in  eternal  life  will  increase  as  their  knowledge  of  the  glory, 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness  of  God  increases ; and  this  knowledge  will  increase 
only  through  the  medium  of  new  revelation.  Hence  the  whole  system  of  salvation 
and  eternal  life,  and  the  increase  of  knowledge  and  happiness,  are  founded  upon  con- 
tinued revelation  to  the  ehildi*en  of  the  kingdom  thi-oughout  all  ages  in  this  world, 
and  in  all  worlds  to  come. 


We  have  in  this  treatise  briefly  touched  upon  some  of  the  most  important  subjects 
-connected  with  the  kingdom  of  God.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  give  a summary 
statement  of  some  of  the  leading  arguments  contained  in  the  foregoing. 

1. — We  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  nature  and  character  of  the  great  Su- 
preme governing  Power  of  the  universe,  consisting  of  the  Father  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost.  The  person  of  the  Father  consisting  of  a most  glorious  substance, 
•called  Spirit,  which  we  have  shown  must  have  extension  and  parts,  and  consequently 
must  be  material.  Without  these  qualities  no  substance  could  exist. 

The  Son  is  in  the  express  image  of  the  Father,  and  is  also  a material  being.  The 
■same  material  body  that  was  crucified  and  laid  in  the  tomb,  ai’ose  again.  The  same 
flesh — the  same  bones  were  reanimated  by  the  same  material  spirit.  This  glorious 
•compound  of  flesh,  and  bones,  and  spirit — all  material,  ascended  into  heaven  to  dwell 
in  the  presence  of  the  glorious  personage  of  the  Father,  of  whose  express  image  and 
likeness  he  was  the  most  perfect  pattern.  Therefore,  from  the  description  given  of 
.Jesus  we  ai-e  irresistibly  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  both  he  and  the  Father  must  ap- 
pear, so  far  as  it  relates  to  form  and  size,  vei*y  much  like  man.  If  then,  both  of  these 
:glorious  personages  ai-e  about  the  size  of  man,  they  must,  like  man,  occupy  a finite 
space  of  but  a few  cubic  feet  in  dimension  : and,  according  to  the  admitted  truths  of 
philosophy,  no  substance  can  be  in  two  or  more  places  at  the  same  time,  therefore 
neither  the  Father  nor  Son  can,  consistently  with  those  truths,  be  in  two  places  at  once. 
Revealed  truths  never  will  contradict  any  other  truths.  The  revealed  truths  con- 
stained  in  the  bible,  inform  us  that  God  is  everywhere,  sustaining  and  upholding  all 
things,  and  that  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.  How  can  these  im- 
portant truths  of  divine  revelation  be  reconciled  with  other  admitted  truths  of 
j)hilosophy  which  are  equally  certain  ? They  can  be  reconciled  in  no  way  only  by 
admitting  the  omnipresence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  all-powerful  substance  extends 
throughout  the  material  universe,  uniting  and  mingling  with  all  other  matter  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  not  absolutely  filling  all  space,  for  then  there  would  be  no 
I’oom  for  other  matter,  but  like  the  rays  of  light  or  heat,  existing  in  different  degrees 
of  density  in  different  parts  of’  space.  By  it  all  things  are  governed  in  the  most  iiei'- 
fect  order  and  wisdom,  according  to  the  will  of  the  Father  and  the  Son.  This  view 
'Of  the  subject  does  not  necessarily  do  away  a personal  Spirit,  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  two  persons  of  the  Godhead ; for  myriads  of  personal  Spirits  could  be 
organized  out  of  the  inexhaustible  quantities  which  exist,  and  still  an  abundance  would 
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be  left  to  govern  and  control  the  various  departments  of  the  imiverse  where  tlfoso 
pei'sonages  could  not  always  be  present. 

2.  — We  have  clearly  shown  that  apostles,  prophets,  and  all  other  oificers  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  must  be  called  and  ordained  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
and  that  without  new  revelation  these  officers  never  could  be  qualified  to  perform  the 
various  duties  of  their  calling.  We  have  also  proved  that  the  officers  of  the  king- 
dom have  the  authority  to  administer  the  word,  the  water,  and  the  Spirit,  according: 
to  certain  conditions,  and  throiigh  certain  ordinances  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

3.  — We  have  pointed  out  the  great  scriptural  plan  of  salvation,  and  the  conditions 
to  be  complied  with  on  the  part  of  man.  These  conditions  are,  faith,  a humble  re- 
pentance, an  immersion  in  water  for  the  remission  of  sins,  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit: 
through  the  laying  on  of  hands,  and  a strict  observance  of  every  other  requirement 
of  heaven,  even  unto  the  end. 

4.  — We  have  proved  from  the  dealings  of  God  with  his  people  in  all  ages,  that 
continued  revelation  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  well-being  of  the  church,  and  for 
its  existence  among  men ; — that  new  circumstances  are  constantly  requiring  new  infor- 
mation from  heaven,  adapted  to  these  circumstances ; and  that  the  church  in  one  age 
never  could  learn  its  whole  duty  from  revelations  given  to  the  church  in  a former  age. 

5.  — We  have  urged  the  Saints  to  cultivate  such  a disposition  and  character  as 
would  best  correspond  witli  the  word  and  spirit  of  Christ. 

6.  — We  have  clearly  shown  from  the  word  of  God  that  all  the  supernatural  gifts 
of  the  Spirit,  the  miraculous  signs  promised  to  believers,  and  every  blessing  promised 
under  the  gospel  dispensation,  are  all  necessai*y  in  the  church  now,  and  should  be 
earnestly  sought  after  by  all  the  faithful  Saints ; — and  that  no  church  have  any  reason 
or  scripture  by  which  they  can  possibly  suppose  themselves  to  be  the  church  of  Christ, 
unless  they  believe  in  and  enjoy  those  miraculous  powei's. 

7.  — The  word  of  God,  promises  to  all  who  faithfully  adhere  to  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  kingdom — a paradise  of  rest — a glorious  resurrection — an  eternal  life  of 
happiness — and  an  everlasting  inheritance  upon  the  new  earth,  where  they  shall  reign 
as  kings  and  priests  for  ever  and  ever.  These  are  the  subjects  which  we  have  endea- 
vored to  elucidate  in  this  small  treatise.  They  are  subjects  with  which  every  man 
throughout  the  world  should  be  well  acquainted,  however  imperfect  they  may  have 
been  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  pages,  they  are  none  the  less  important. 

The  Almighty  has  decreed  to  rend  and  break  in  pieces  all  earthly  governments — 
to  east  down  their  thrones — to  turn  and  overturn,  and  break  up  the  nations — to  send 
forth  his  messengers,  and  make  a way  for  the  establishment  of  the  everlasting  king- 
dom to  which  all  others  miist  yield,  or  be  prostrated  never  more  to  rise.  Awake 
then,  0 ye  nations,  for  with  you,  the  Lord  hath  a controversy  ! His  kingdom  is  now 
for  the  last  time  organized  upon  the  earth — all  nations  are  invited  to  become  citizens 
— it  is  the  only  government  of  safety  or  refuge  upon  all  the  eaith— it  hath  its  seat  in. 
the  everlasting  mountains — its  dreadful  ma;jesty  shall  strike  terror  to  the  hearts  of  kings 
in  the  day  of  his  power ! Awake,  for  troublous  times  are  at  hand ! Nations  shall  no 
longer  sit  at  ease ! The  troubled  elements  shall  foment,  and  rage,  and  dash  with  tre- 
mendous fury ! A voice  is  heard  unto  the  ends  of  the  eaith ! A sound  of  terror  and. 
dismay ! A sound  of  nations  rushing  to  battle — fierce  and  dreadful  is  the  contest — 
mighty  kingdoms  and  empires  melt  away ! The  destroyer  has  gone  forth — ^the  pestilence 
that  walketh  in  darkness.  The  plagues  of  the  last  days  are  at  hand,  and  who  shall  be 
able  to  escape  ? None  but  the  righteous, — none  but  the  upright  in  heart — none  but 
the  children  of  the  kingdom.  They  shall  be  gathered  out  from  among  the  nations — 
they  shall  stand  in  holy  places,  and  not  be  moved  ! But  among  the  wicked,  men  shall 
lift  up  their  voices,  and  curse  God  because  of  his  sore  judgments,  and  die.  And  there 
shall  be  a voice  of  mourning  and  lamentation  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth ; for  the  cup 
of  the  indignation  of  the  Almighty  shall  be  poured  out  without  mixture  of  mercy, 
because  they  would  not  receive  his  messengers,  but  hardened  their  hearts  against  the 
wai’ning  proclamation — against  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom— and  against  the  great 
pi-epai-atory  work  for  the  universal  reign  of  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  oflords. 
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